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Deng: Reported to have 
suffered a massive stroke 


Jane Macartney 

Reuters 

Teresa Poole 

China Correspondent 


Peking was buzzing last- night 
with rumours about the possi- 
ble impending death of the 
Chinese leader, Deng Xiaopin g. 
The Chinese president and 
prime minister have both cut 
short out-of-town trips to return 
to Peking, sources said. 

President Jiang Zemin cut 
short an unpublidsed visit to 
the communist revolutionary 
base of Ganzhou in central 
Jiangxi province, one Chinese 
source close to the party said. 


Premier Li Peng also flew 
back to Peking at the weekend, 
abruptly curtailing a tour of the 
booming, southern province of 
Guangdong. Jiang Zemin and 
Li Peng also cut short their trips 
and rushed back to Beijing be- 
cause Deng Xiaoping's health 
was deteriorating," sources said. 

“They went to see Deng ... 
over the weekend," the source 
said. “His health is not looking 
good." 

There have been increasing 
rumours in Peking over the 
past few days that Deng’s health 
may be failing. The State Coun- 
cil, or cabinet, declined to com- 
ment on the rumours. 


Hong Kong's Apple Daily 
newspaper reported at the 
weekend that Mr Deng had 
been rushed to hospital on 
Thursday after a massive stroke 
that followed an earlier. mDd 
stroke. 

If Mr Deng, as the patriarch 
once put it himself, is about “to 
go to meet Marx", then Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin has a period 
of intense political manoeu- 
vring ahead in order to preserve 
his position as first among 
equals in China’s collective top 
leadership. Mr Jiang - presi- 
dent, communist party chief 
and head of the armed forces 
-was anointed by Mr Deng as 


the “core’’ of the collective 
leadership, but he is viewed as 
a weak leader with none of the 
charisma and claim to ppwer of 
Mr Deng. 

However, the fact that 92- 
year-old Mr Deng has lived 
much longer than anyone ex- 
pected means that Mr Jiang has 
had time to promote several al- 
lies to senior positions in the mil- 
itary and top leadership. While 
Mr Deng’s death might once 
have sparked an overt and de- 
stabilising power struggle, most 
China-watchers now believe it 
would portend months of be- 
hind-the-scenes jockeying for 
position among China's most in- 


fluential politicians, but that 
the Communist Party's wish to 
retain power will avoid any 
public splits. The most impor- 
tant goal for Mr Jiang is to re- 
tain the support of the military. 

The one obvious threat to Mr 
Jiang would be if any disgrun- 
tled section of society should use 
Mr Deng’s death as an excuse 
to vent complaints about China's 
serious social problems such as 
corruption and rising unem- 
ployment. However, after a 
two-year crackdown on dissent, 
most pro-democracy and human 
rights activists are in detention, 
and the state's vast security net- 
work has a strong hold. 


It is now just 10 days into the 
new Year of the Ox, and if Mr 
Deng were to die so early in the 
Chinese New Year it would be 
seen by the superstitious as a 
bad omen. Since the beginning 
of this year, China has trum- 
peted loudly that 1997 is the 
most ■‘significant” year in recent 
Chinese history because of 
three “important” events: the 
return of Hong Kongon 1 July, 
the full Communist Party con- 
gress in the Autumn, and the di- 
version of the Yangtze river for 
the Three Gorges Dam in No- 
vember. The odds now look 
high that there may be a fourth 
event before the year is out. 
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Anthony Bevins 
and Fran Abrams 


The Government last night 
bought off the Ulster Unionists 
- and the threat of Commons 
defeat - by offering to give pri- 
ority to getting the beef ban lift- 
ed for Northern Ireland. 

With the Agriculture Minis- 
ter, Douglas Hogg, in the tiring 
line of Labour's Commons at- 
tack on government handling of 
the "mad-cow" crisis, it was left 
to him to plead for the support 
of David Trimble and his eight 
Ulster Unionist colleagues in 
the House. 

In open horse-trading for 
the key votes. Mr Hogg told 
MPs that he would be making 
a general application for a lift- 
ing of the European export 
ban, along with a particular plea 
for Ulster. 

With John Major egging him 
on as Mr Hogg replied to in- 
terventions from Ulster MPs. 
the Agriculture Minister 
promised that the application 
would be submitted to the Eu- 
ropean Commission within “the 
next two weeks." 

But after months of delay, 
Whitehall sources said last night 
that there was no chance of any 
progress being made on beef ex- 
ports before May at (he very 
earliest. 

Asked to explain the delay, 
official sources said that minis- 
ters had been forced to juggle 
between competing factions; 
the farmers, the Commission, 
and the different pans of the 
United Kingdom. 

If Ulster is to get preference, 
then there will be inevitable 
protest, particularly from Scot- 
tish farmers. 

Replying to a Labour censure 
motion dressed up as a demand 
for a £1.000 cut in his salary. Mr 
Hogg pointed out that the Na- 
tional Farmers’ Union had ini- 
tially opposed the selective cull; 
the prerequisite for European 
action on lifting the ban on 
British expons. 

“It was not until late last 
year." Mr Hogg said, •’that the 
majority opinion within the 
fanning community swung be- 
hind the selective cull, con- 
cluding. as we have done, that 
however distasteful it might 

■ be. without a selective cull there 

is no chance of getting the ban 
lifted." 

But he also told MPs that the 
Government had only recently 
started the process of tracing the 
cattle to he culled. 

“Very soon, the first cattle will 



be slaughtered.'’ In repeated in- 
terventions to bis speech, Mr 
Hogg was first to give more as- 
surances about the efforts he 
would make to give specific help 
to Ulster s farmers. 

Going out of his way to re- 
assure Ulster MPs. he said: 
“Because, by the nature of the 
identification system that they 
have, and because of the very 
low incidence of BSE. and be- 
cause the Republic of Ireland 
is now seeing a higher rate of 
BSE than in the province [of 
Northern Ireland], the concept 
w ill be especially beneficial to 
Northern Ireland." 

He told the Ulster Unionist 
MP William Ross: “Our appli- 
cation is general, but it works 
with particular effect in North- 
ern Ireland, for all the kind of 
reasons that l have mentioned. 
And it certainly is ray intention 
to support Lhe case on North- 
ern Ireland." 

Following an intervention 
from the Rev lan Paisley, the 
minister also argued that, while 
giving priority to Ulster, the ap- 
plication for ’a lifting of the ban 
would be for the UK as a 
whole. 

Opening the debate, the 
Labour agriculture spokesman. 
Gavin Sixang. said: “The last 
government gave uspoll tax: this 
government has given us the 
beef tax” - with a bill, so far, of 
more than £3bn. 

Paul Tyler, the Liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman, said last 
night: “Farmers are suffering, 
and the taxpayers are footing 
the bill. 

“Mr Hogg should at least 
apologise, then the Govern- 
ment must knuckle down to the 
real task of lifting the beef 
ban.” 

In the debate. Mr Ross gave 
no him of how he or his col- 
leagues planned to vote, adding 
to the suspense of the set-piece 
Commons occasion. 

Mr Ross said that many or- 
dinary people had been affect- 
ed by the crisis and had received 
□o compensation. 

*i deeply regret that the 
Government has been unable to 
find some way of helping that 
large section of the communi- 
ty who have suffered without 
any government money going 
to help them.** 

He added that he was “en- 
couraged" by Mr Hogg’s speech 
but was wailing to hear the end 
of last night's debate in the hope 
that there would be a stronger 
indication of progress to come 
soon in gening the ban lifted. 
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Family are furious as judge 
says war orphan must stay 


Jojo Moyes 


A four-year-old Bosnian girl 
who was rescued from under 
her dead mother’s body when 
she was nine weeks old is to be 
allowed to stay with the couple 
who have looked after her since 
she was smuggled out of Bosnia, 
rather than with her surviving 
family, a High Court judge has 
ruled. 

Sir Stephen Brown, President 
of the Family Division of the 
High Court, said it was in Edi- 
ta Keranovic’s best interests 
that she should stay in Britain 
with Alan and Deborah Fowler 
for the foreseeable future. “Her 
young life must not be shattered 
again.” he said. 

But he also ruled that the 
couple will never be able to 
adopt the child. And he said she 
should keep contact with her 
surviving relatives, who have 
fought for her return and were 
yesterday said to be “dis- 
traught". 

In a statement issued by their 
solicitors, the Bosnian family 
said that after four years of 
searching and litigation, they 
were “very, very upset and dis- 
appointed” that Edita should 
not return to them. 

“When our family was mas- 
sacred in Bosnia we- could 
somehow come to terms with 
tha t as they were all gone. Edi- 
ta is all that remains and we 
cannot be together. She is our 
child and she belongs to us," 
Edita’s grandfather, Hasan 
Keranovic, 58. said. 

“We do not underetand how 
people, who the judge described 
as using subterfuge and who 
gave wholly misleading infor- 
mation to Oxford County Court 
which enabled them to origi- 
nally adopt Edita, can be con- 
sidered to be suitable parents". 

Sir Stephen said he under- 
stood Edita’s true family felt 
“angry and cheated", and the 
court recognised the “wrong 
which they have suffered”. “But 
the court has now to consider 
first and foremost the interest 
of Edita," he said. 

Edita was nine weeks old 
when Serb troops attacked a 
garage where women and chil- 
dren from her home village of 
Hrustovo had gone to shelter. 

Edita’s mother and younger 
brother were killed, as were her 
grandmother, two aunts and two 
cousins. Edita and her cousin, 
Melvina. were retrieved alive 
from under the bodies of their 
mothers by a Serb officer, who 
handed the babies to neigh- 
bours. 

Edita, who had three pellets 
lodged in her brain, was first 


Grandfather Hasan Keranovic: 
‘She belongs to us* 

taken to an orphanage and 
then brought to Britain for 
medical treatment, assisted by 
Mr Fowler, 62. and his wife,49. 

The couple adopted Edita at 
Oxford County Court. But the 
order was later set aside after 
investigations showed mem- 
bers of the child’s family had es- 
caped from Bosnia and were 
Bvmg as refugees in Switzerland, 
a fact known to the Fowlers. 

Sir Stephen said that he was 
satisfied that Mr and Mrs 
Fowler knew from an early 
stage that their adoption of 
Edita - who will be five next 


month - was foibidden. Raced 
with the “determined opposi- 
tion" of members of Edita's 
family, Oxfordshire County 
Council the adoption agency, 
and advice from the Official So- 
licitor, they had decided at the 
start of the latest hearing to 
drop the adoption application. 

Although there had been 
“appalling irresponsibility” on 
the part of Mr and Mrs Fbwler 
over their actions in trying to 
adopt Edita, the child should 
remain with them, Sir Stephen 
said. 

“1 believe that Mr and Mrs 
Fowler ... are nevertheless ca- 
pable of acting in Edita’s in- 
terests now that the whole 
situation has been revealed.” 

His decision was praised by 
Barbara Mostyn, of the Cam- 
paign for InterCountry Adop- 
tion, who said cases like Edita's 
may become increasingly com- 
mon as families trace evacuat- 
ed Bosnian chOdren. *T think the 
judge in many ways has ruled in 
favour of the child but not the 
relatives", she said. 

“If she retains links with her 
family, hopefully they can forge 
a relationship,” Mis Mostyn 
added. 

New adoption rules, page 4 


Tug of war Four-year-old Edita Keranovic (above), who a judge ruled must stay 
witli Deborah Fowler (left) who has tried to adopt her. Her natural mother (right) was 
murdered by Serb troops in Bosnia 
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Dinosaur find 

Sixty-five million year old re- 
mains just discovered in the At- 
lantic Ocean are proof that a 
massive asteroid killed off the 
dinosaurs when it hit the Earth, 
scientists claimed yesterday. 
The leader of the internation- 
al expedition said the new finds 
were “proof positive. We've 
got the smoking gun". Page 3 


Spike death arrest 

A man was arrested yesterday 
in connection with the murder 
of a 13-year-old girl who was 
beaten to death. Billie-Jo Jenk- 
ins was found in the back gar- 
den of her foster parents’ home 
in Hastings, East Sussex. She 
had been bludgeoned over the 
head with an 18-inch metal 
tent spike. Page 4 


curbs 

Thelegal profession is gearing 
itself up for a fresh confronta- 
tion with the Home Secretary, 
over plans to remove the auto- 
matic righL to trial by jury from 
a range of crimes. Under the 
proposals the defendant's right 
to choose whether a case is 
heard by a magistrate or a jury 
will end. Page 5 


Thousands of commuters face 
delays and tram cancellations 
after a privatised rail company’s 
decision to cut 71 drivers amid 
the introduction of new work- 
ing practices. Thirty-nine trains 
have been wiped off the South 
West Trains' daily timetable as 
the company struggles to 
instruct new drivers. Page 7 
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The seamless Oyster shell of a Rolex chronometer 
is hewn from a single block of Stainless steel. 

18ct. gold or platinum. Within it lies a self-winding 
movement that has taken over a year to create. 
With prices starting ai £1.400* the Oyster you 
always promised yourself is available from the 

Harrods Watch Department on the Ground Floor. 

Not, we might add, from the Food Hall. 
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Legionnaires’ disease kills 
one and leaves 21 ill 


A man has died from Legionnaires' disease following an outbreak 
on an industrial estate. 


August when 14 people 


“j® illness. Seven more cases were reported in December. Health 
officials discovered ail the victims had a link with the adjacent 
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wuiowbrook and Weldon industrial estates in the town. 

The disease is contracted by breathing in water droplets 
containing the bacteria which produces flu-like symptoms. It has an 
jncubadon period of up to 10 days and can cause a pneumonia type 
illness and multiple organ failure. 

There have been no reported cases in Corby since January. 


Allcock jury member discharged 


One of the jury frying taxman Michael Allcock on corruption 

charges was discharged by the judge yesterday for medical reasons. 

Jurors were sent home for the weekend on Friday without 
reaching any verdict so far in the trial, which has lasted four 
months. 

The prosecution alleges that Mr Allcock took a string of bribes - 
including luxurious holidays abroad and the services of a prostitute 
- from wealthy businessmen in return for tax favours. Mr All cock, 
47, from Colchester, Essex has denied 11 charges of corruption 
between 19S7 and 1992. 


Gyngell to present ‘dean-up’ awards 



The broadcaster who banned 
Hollywood Lovers in Yorkshire 
has been invited to presenL this 
year's National Viewers' and 
Listeners' Association Awards. 

Bruce Gyngell (left), 
managing director of Yorkshire 
and Tyne Tees Television, will 
hand out the main awards on 
Friday at the annual ceremony 
of Mary Whitehouse's 
television clean-up 
organisation. 

Among the winners are two 
BBC programmes, costume 
drama Pride and Prejudice and 
the series Great Ormond Street. 
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SOCIETY 


New entrepreneurs who put 
conscience before profit 


A new breed <jf entrepreneur, motivated by social goals rather than 
material profits, will be as important to the first decade of the new 
: miTierinhnTi as the business entrepreneur was to the 1980s, 
according to new research. 

A study to be published -later this week by Demos, the 
indepeOctent think-tank, advises the Government to take account 
Of the work of “social entrepreneurs'' in its White Paper on social 
services; due to be published at the end of the month. 

The studjrdocmnents the' rise of the social entrepreneur by 
studying the achievements of five individuals who nave been able io 
network across private and public sectors to create “inspirational’' 
social schemes. 

Among those featured is Tbny McGann, a former forklift truck 
driver, who became the charismatic leader of the El daman 
community project which helped local people to refurbish their 
own homes and. avoid being reboused. 

HricnTaylorrTbompson, whose husband Derek, is a former head 

of tfe Inland Revenue, led the campaign to re-open the Mfldmay 
hospital in north London and played a vital role in establishing it as 
an international centre for Aids, care. - 

The Rise of the Social Entrepreneur, by Charles Lcadbeater, £9.93. 
Demos 9 Bridewell Place, London EC4\'6AP. . Ian Burrell 


Mark Radcliffe: ‘The whole day depends on us. Personally, I feel a -hit nervous about. ‘£j 
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Herbal slimming products warning W 63 pOIlS 111 1 X 16 WSII* 


Muddled and potentially harmful advice is being given to patients 
offered Chinese herbal slimming remedies, according to a 
television report broadcast tonight. 

Herbal doctors are prescribing herbal remedies to help weight 
loss but admit they have no nutritional qualifications to back up 
their claim, said BBC2's Food and Drink programme. 

Dr Nick Finer, an endocrinologist at Luton and Dunstable 
Hospital, who specialises in treating obesity, said: “There's no 
evidence herbs help weight loss. The advice available is 
unscientific, muddled and may even be harmful. Beware of miracle 
claims about herbs because they are not medically backed up." 

The National Poisons Unit at Guy's Hospital in London, has 
recorded 21 poisonings over the last five years, and two deaths 
attributed to herbal remedies. Glenda Cooper 


Labour seeks ‘intelligent’ cars 


Labour is setting up a task force to find ways of making cars more 
environment-friendly and intelligent, party leader Tony Blair told a 
business audience yesterday. A Labour government would bring 


vehicle manufacturers, independent experts on cars and 
environmental problems and the government together to find 
common ground. Mr Blair said the priorities were lighter vehicles 
which used fuel more efficiently, produced less pollution and used 
electronics and information technology to help motorists drive 
more safely and avoid congestion. He also backed the idea of ultra- 
low pollution “hybrid" care, which have both an electric motor for 
stop-start driving in cities and an internal combustion engine for 
longer distance driving. Nicholas Schoon 


B BC Radio 1 ’s flagship breakfast show almost got 
out of the wrong side of the bed yesterday, as 
its new presenters took over and began what 
looks like being a long battle to stem a sharp fall in 
ratings that pre-dates the departure of Chris Evans. 

Broadcasting from Manchester, Mark Radcliffe and 
his sidekick, Lard, nervously opened the programme 
by admitting: “Normally If you don't like the show we 
can say ‘sorry don't worry, there will be someone else 
along in a week, but we're here tar a year, so sorry 
about that'." 

Radiol was braced for a drop in popularity follow- 
ing the acrimonious exit of Evans, after the station’s 
controller, Matthew Bannister, refused to let the pre- 
senter cut his working week from five to tour days. 

The timing could not have been worse, then, when 
new figures placed Radio 2 ahead in the ratings war, 
tar the first time In its 30-year history. 

According to the independent audience research 
body, Rajar, Radio 1 last 569,000 listeners in the three 
months prior to Evans' departure - more than half of 
whom were captured by Radio 2. 

Radcliffe, 38, acknowledged the difficult task fac- 
ing him in replacing the increasingly Infamous ginger- 
haired presenter: "We have to take care of the 
audience because the whole day on Radio 1 depends 


on us performing. Personally I feel a' bit nervousabout: * 
that". 

During the broadcast. Lard unveiled 
dience gauge”, saying it showed a raaidir9:(^01<)^ 
million. But his bosses will be hoping^afa£ better ; 
performance than that ; 

. . After a slow start, the DJs warmed to theirte^'wttv'. 
some jokes and their trademark stream ~bf con- . 

: stiousness rambfings. But they stuck largely to a pre- 
pared script, so there was none of the trashing of . the 
-tabloid press for which Evans’ spontaneous perfor- 
mances became synonymous. As a well-known fan •- 
of Independent music, Raddiffe was ajso farced to rad- 
ically change his playlist to fit in wHh the mainstream 
appetites of early-morning listeners. 

The programme steadily improved in Its second half 
withrsurprise appearances from Pulp stngerJarvfa 
.Cocker JopnerMaryiion star, Fish; the poet John Heg- ■ 
llei/^aan ironic quiz, Bird or Bloke.. - • > 

' in the handover to Simon Mayo, Radcfiffe was told 
he was now Britain's biggest entertainer. Thefifancuntah 
replied: “Les Dennis will be sick when he hears that" 

Radcliffe’s first job was as a "junior assistant dogs- 
body producer r with Piccadilly Radio, In Manchester/ 
Ironically, he later became head of music, making hhrf ; 
Chris Evans' boss. David G arfmket 


Oxford fails to win more state pupils 


Oxford University's decision to abandon its entrance exam appears 
to have failed in its aim of increasing the proportion of stale school 
pupils admitted. 

The university last year dropped its entrance exam, partly 
because it was thought to be unfair to sixth formers at those 
schools which could not afford to pay for thorough preparation. 
Instead, all applicants were offered places based on interviews, 
examples of schoolwork. short tests and predicted A-level grades. 

But preliminary figures show that just 43 per cent of offers for 
places this autumn went to pupils from state schools compared to 
47.5 per cent from fee-paying schools. 

Last autumn 43.6 of admissions were from state schools and 47.4 
from fee-paying schools. Judith Judd 


Hollywood 
falls foul of the 
voice of 1960s 
Alabama 



Row keeps stalker 
out of Rampton 


Ramsgate port operators guilty 


The operators of the Fort of Ramsgate were yesterday found guilty 
of failing to ensure the safety of passengers when a ferry walkway 
collapsed, killing slx people, including two Britons. 

Port Ramsgate Ltd was convicted, along with two Swedish 
companies which manufactured and installed the high-level 
Gangway leading from a terminal building to a ferry at the Kent 
port. The verdicts were relumed after more than seven hours' 
deliberation bv the jury at the Central Criminal Court in London. 

The judge. Mr Justice Clarke, adjourned sentencing until 26 
February, when unlimited fines could be imposed. 


Trawler ‘hit by supertanker 


A trawler condemned as an “unseaworthy, unstable” vessel that 
sank off the coast of Cornw all with the loss of her crew of six was 
probably hit In' a supertanker, the Court of Appeal was told 
yesterday. Joseph O'Connor, 45, operator of the boat, is appealing 
against a three-year jail sentence for manslaughter for sending the 
crew of novices to their deaths. 
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Oliver Stone's JFK or Mel Gibson’s 
Braveheart may have taken a few 
liberties with the truth, but their 
subjects were safely dead. Former 
Alabama Governor George Wal- 
lace is 77, confined to a wheel- 
chair, almost totally deaf, and very 
much alive. “Falsehoods and lies" 
is how he describes a $10m televi- 
sion movie of his life, and the Wal- 
lace family is threatening a law 
suit. 

Mr Wallace’s life story comes 
packed with extraordinary scenes 
and ringing dialogue delivered by 
an enigmatic and powerful speak- 
er. Hollywood, however, can never 
resist improving a scripL 

At stake, apparently, is the im- 
age of a politician who will forever 
be associated with the old segre- 
gationist South, but who has con- 
ducted a very public campaign of 
confession and contrition. Most fa- 
mously, in 1963, Mr Wallace stood 
in the doorway of the University of 
Alabama to block its first black 
students from entering. That per- 
formance - where he made a 
speech about the state's rights, 
and then peacefully withdrew - 
was actually choreographed in ad- 
vance by the Kennedy brothers. 

Mr Wallace's beloved first wife, 
Lu risen, succeeded him as Gover- 
nor, but died of cancer in office. 

He ran for President four times. 
Crippled by an assassin's bullet in 
1972, he recanted his racist views. 
Ten years he later a won fourth 
term as Governor with crucial sup- 
port from bfack voters. In an after- 
word in 1996, he apologised to 
one of the students, Vivian Janes, 
whom he had confronted 33 years 
earlier. 




Wallace: Recanted racist views 


At issue, however, are two 
scenes which add that little extra 
helping of melodrama, but which 
the film's makers admit are not 
part of the historical record. In 
one, a black servant waiting on 
the Governor stands behind him 
with an ice pick, and considers 
whether to stab him in the back. In 
another, a despairing Mr Wallace 
tries to kill himself by rolling his 
wheelchair off a high porch. 

Curiously the director, film veter- 
an John Frankenheimer, may be 
best known for his own legacy 
from the 1 960s, The Manchurian 
Candidate, a daring political 
thriller. The film, he told the New . 
York Times, is about a change and 
forgiveness, a drama and not a 
documentary. While the film is still 
In production, the Wallace family 
complain that it presents the Gov- 
ernor and his wife as ignorant 
Southerners with “hee-haw" man- 
ners, and claim all they want is the 
unvarnished truth - not romantic 
embellishment 

Tim Cornwell, Los Angeles 


A highly dangerous stalker who 
ruined the life of a dental nurse 
with a bizarre campaign of "terrify- 
ing" infatuation, could be back on 
the streets in two years, a court 
was told yesterday. 

Clarence Morris may be prevent- 
ed from going to Rampton high se- 
curity mental hospital because of a 
disagreement among psychiatrists 
who examined him - one of whom 
said he was not mentally ill. 

Southwark Crown Court Judge 
Gerald Butler QC, who has already 
described Morris, from Poplar, east 
London, as a "danger to every 
woman" who should be detained at 
the Nottinghamshire institution in- 
definitely, said his only realistic al- 
ternative would be to send him to 
prison. 

Even if he was jailed for the 
maximum five years, time already 
spent on remand as well as other 
considerations, would mean he 
would be behind bars for a little 
over 24 months. Morris, 37, who 
psychologically scarred Perry 
Southall, 20, to such an extent that 
the jury decided it was the equiva- 
lent of physical injury, was convict- 
ed of common assault and causing 
actual bodily harm. 


CONSUMERS 


Dining out cm confidence 


1997'wOTbette year of eating out, according to research by a 
national business consultancy. Retail Directions believes that 
growing consumer confidence, combined with money from building 
society flotations, wilt filter into the leisure sectors of the economy, 
bringing an increase in restaurant and pub trade. 

“Tub* money coming from the buflding socjety flotations during 
1997 win be spent by the family on leisure pursuitsand not on 
household items or improvements, as has always happened in the 
past,” said manag in g director Robert Eldridge. 

The company said 1997 would also see a lessening of 
enthusiasm for supermarket loyalty cards, unless; consumers saw 
more meaningft il benefits. 
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PROPERTY 


Cycle of frustration in market 


Too many would-be buyers chasing too few properties are forcing 
up house prices, a report claimed yesterday. Sellers are delaying 


up house prices, a report claimed yesterday. Sellers are delaying 
patting their houses on the market until they find a replacement 
property to buy; creating what the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors called “a self-perpetuating cycle of frustration" that 


b 


lartered 


raises the number of people looking, but reduces the numbers of 
properties for sale. 

The Institute’s quarterly survey of the housing market 
questioned 268 chartered surveyors over changes in prices and the 
level of homes sold or for sale. 

RICS housing market spokesman, Ian Perry, said prices were 
rising in many areas - but this was because of the very restricted 
stock. “Hopes of even higher prices have led to unrealistic 
expectations and disillusionment among prospective sellers.” 

He added that the upward pressure on house prices was likely to 
continue in the short term, given that interest rates were unlikely to 
rise before the general election, although a hike was expected 
before the end of the year. 
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POLITICS 


Labour support eroded in Scotland 


Support for Labour in Scotland has plummeted to its lowest level 
in two years, according to the latest ScotsmanfICM poll. 

The party stands at 41 per cent down 4 per cent on last month's 
showing, although the Conservatives also slipped back by a point 
to ISper eent The poll, published in yesterday's Scotsman , puts 
the SNP behind Labour on 26 per cent- op 3 per cent on last 
month - and the Liberal Democrats on 13 per cent. 

The survey will come as a blow to the Labour hierarchy as h was 
carried out last week amid Tory infighting over devolution. 

The figures, adjusted to compensate for the reluctance of Tory 
supporters to voice their support, also shows that nearly three 
quarters of Scots regard the Conservatives as a predominantly 
English party Of those polled, 73 per cent agreed with the 
statement: “The Conservative Party is a mainly English party with 
little relevance to Scotland,'' Just 26 per cent disagreed 
I CM interviewed 1,000 adults by telephone between li and 14 
Febrnaiy. 


AGRICULTURE 


Sheep-dip danger dismissed 


The Government believes organophosphorous (OP) sheep-dip 
chemicals are safe and should continue (o be used in accordance 


with manufacturers’ instructions. Agriculture Minister Dougias 
Hogg said yesterday. Hundreds of sneep fanners have suffered 



long-term illness, lethargy and mental problems which they claim 
are due to using OPs to control sheepscab, and the chemicals are 
also now thought to have been behind the sickness suffered by 
many British Gulf War veterans. 

But Mi Hogg yesterday accepted the recommendations from a 
review of OP sheep dips carried out by the Veterinary Products 
Committee, which advises the Government on medicines for farm 
animals. The committee argued that OPs were safe in sheep dips, 
provided makers’ directions were followed carefully and fanners 
using them had a Certificate of Competence. Nicholas Schoon 



Perry Southall: Scarred by ordeal 





SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4U2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


RADIO a BREAKING NEW SOUND BARRIERS, 
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sounding the 


FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURY, RADIO 3 IS CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF GREAT MUSIC. 
HIGHLIGHTING THE COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VITALITY AND RANGE OF THE 20TH CENTURY, ‘SOUNDING THE CENTURY* 
CONTINUES WfTH MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS CONDUCTING DEBUSSY. THURSDAY FEBRUARY 20TH. 7.30PM. 
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After more than a century of argument, scientists say they have proof positive of reason for extinction 


■+* 


dinosaurs died 


Louise Jury 


Sixty-five million year old remains 
just discovered in the Atlantic Ocean 
are proof that massive asteroid im- 
pact on Earth killed off the <fi- 
n °sa?“s. scientists claimed yesterday 
Richard Norris, who has been 
leading the international sea-driffine 

CtTVyiitiAn wKu4i *t i .*2 


that dmngain-ft girt/V nty 

from fossil history because of such 


an impact. 

Robert CorelL of the United 
States' National Science Foundation, 
said the samples were the strongest 
evidence yet that an asteroid impact 
caused the extinction. “In my view 
this is the moa signific ant iKyrM Pty 
in geosciences in 3) years," be said.. 

The expedition has recovered; 
three drill samples that have the tig-; 
nature of an -asteroid impact- The . 
samples include a thin brownish 
section that the' scientists call the 
“fireball layer*’ because it is thought 
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«*iwiuon wmen made the find, said 
the chscovenes were -proof positive. 
WeVe got the smoking gun." 

The evidence appears to sub- 
stanUaie die theories of geologists 
like Californian Walter Alvarez, 
who has championed the theory 


to contain bits of the asteroid itself. 

Mr Norris said: "Th ese neat lay- 
ers of sediment bracketing the im- 
pact have sever been found in the 
sea before." 

. Under the asteroid theory, the 
huge submerged crater at the Yu- 
catan Peninsula, Mexico, was the im- 
pact point. The scientists believed the 
violence of the impact would have 
been unlikely to leave clear samples. 
However, the resulting waves would 
have washed across Florida and de- 
posited debris in the Atlantic - 
which was what they found when they 
drilled 300 feet beneath the sea bed. 


Mr Norris said the deepest - old- 
est - layers contained fossil remains 
of many animals which were living 
in a “happy-go-lucky ocean" just be- 
fore the impact 

Just above this was a layer with ma- 
terial firm the bottom of die sea which 
was believed to have melted in the gi- 
ant energy release of the impact. Next 
was a rusty brown layer which the sci- 
entists beBeve to be the vapourised re- 
mains of the asteroid rtseff. 

And above all these were two 
inches of grey day with barely any- 
thing in it which the team believes 
shows the asteroid wiped life out. 


“It was not a completely dead 
ocean, but most of the species that 
are seen before (early in the core 
samples) are gone. There are just 
some very minute fossils. These 

were the survivore in the ocean.” The 
dead zone lasted about 5,000 years 
and then there was evidence of re- 
newed life, he said. 

The asteroid whichJanded cm the 
Yucatan Peninsula would have been 
six to 12 miles in diameter and 
smashed to Earth at thousands of 
raSes an hour to gouge the aster 150 
to ISO miles wide. 

Up to 70 per cent of all species. 


inducting the dinosaurs, perished. 
Among the survivors, scientists be- 
lieve, ^ were small mammals that over 
milli ons of years evolved into new 
species including humans. 

David Norman, director of the 
Sedgwick Museum in Cambridge, 
said the new finds simply added to 
the significant geophysical evidence 
which already existed to support the 
idea of an asteroid strike. 

Yet while the scientific consensus 
now backed the idea of an asteroid 
- or possibly some other material 
from space such as a comet - Dr Nor- 
man said there were problems with 


the timing. Previous evidence from 
sediment suggested that the di- 
nosaurs did not become extinct at ex- 
actly the same time as an impact 
occurred. “Unfortunately, it is slight- 
ly disconcerting that the timing isn't 


quite right. 
The fact 


The fact that a dramatic impact 
happened did not mean it was re- 
sponsible for ihe annihilation of so 
many species, he said. 

One Cambridge team of scientists 
is examining the impact of major vol- 
canic activity. Besides, despite the 
demise of dinosaurs, many creuiurcs- 
such as Har ds and birds, survived. 
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EXCLUSIVE 


Glenn Woore 

FbotbaR-Correspondent 


^^t(abwo) which has held sway <Aru&* union HQ— 


The hallowed turf of Twicken- 
ham, the honmtf rugby union, 
corfd soon be trod by profes- 
sfanal footballers. It would be 
the first time the ground has 
been used for anything other 
than rugby union. 

Chelsea, the Premiership 
dub from west London, are con- 
sidering playing some of- their 
league matches at Twickenham 
next season .while their own 
ground is being redeveloped. 

The Rugby Football Union, 
Owners of Twickenham, said it 
had not yet been qTproadied but 
‘ “would be interested" if it was. 
Indeed, the RFU has already of- 


fered Twickenham, now a state- 
of-the-art 75,000-seal venue, as 
a host ground for England's 
2006 football World Cup bid. 

Any attempt to extend use of 
the stadium, which at present 
stages just 12 events a year, will 
be strcn^opposedtykx^ res- 
idents. Ti^ wifi alro be dissent 
tram within the game. Some, re- 
calling the . famous 19th- 
century quotation, “football is 
a gentleman’s game played ty 
hooligans, and rugby a hooli- 
gans’ game played by gentle- 
man" are certain to regard 
footballers - and their sup- 
porters- as the wrong kind of 
“barbarians" for Twickenham. 

Chelsea, however, are as 
glamorous as a football dub can 
be. Though their s u pp or ter s 
have not quite shaken off a no- 


torious past, the dnb, fashion- 
ably based near the Kings Road, 
is enjoying a massive surge m 
popularity. Managed by the 
enigmatic Dutchman Ruud 
Guffit, the team features several 
foreign stars, including Gian- 
franco Zola, the Italian whose 


goal beat England last week. 
Chelsea’s Stamford Bridgi 


Chelsea’s Stamford Bridge 
ground is now being turned into 
a modern 42^00-seat arena in- 
corporating a hotel, shops, flats 
and offices. While the ground 
will remain open, capacity wfl] 
be reduced to a maximum 
31,000 at the beginning of next 
season. This is inadequate, es- 
pecially if the fixture list pro- 
vides an early home match 
against the likes of Manchester 
United or ArsenaL In that cir- 
cumstance Chelsea would seek 


to play at Twickenham. Tbny 
Hallett, the secretary of the 
RFU, said: “Itfs nwis to me, but 
we would be interested if they 
did approach us." 

While the RFU would not 
want a football club in perma- 
nent residency at the ground, it 
would welcome occasional fix- 
tures, such as FA Cup semi- 
finals. The RFU at present has 
to pay off a £34m loan towards 
rebuilding costs. 

While the idea may seem 
anathema to union diehards,- 
some will feel the sanctity of the 
ground, the home of English 
rugby union since 1910, has al- 
ready been lost. 

Last year the RFU allowed 
the rugby league professionals 
of Wigan to play a game of 
union there. 


.-may share space next season wfth Chelsea PC’s footwear 
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Some of our competitors claim to be offering better deals than us. But when it 


comes to offering so much for little, no one can catch us. Take the Dell Dimension™ 


P166v Power Platform. It comes with the awesome Intel 166MHz Pentium® 


PfiPfififff Processor and a price tag of only £899 (£1.085.70 inc delivery and VAT). And just 


to prove a point, it also includes a large 2Gb -Hard 


Drive and a 15" monitor ( 13.75" vis). All in all. a 


Tri 


better deal than anything put up by pur competitors. 

TALK DIRECT TO THE NUMBER ONE. 

Cali us today on 01344 724 693 and talk to the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

world's largest direct PC manufacturer.* ‘SourcDC Between 8am and 8pm weekdays. 10am to 4pm Sal 

www.dell.com. 


world's largest direct PC manufacturer* 
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Man held 
over girl 
battered 
to death 


protesters 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A man was arrested yesterday 
in connection with the murder 
of a girl, aged 13, who was beat- 
en to death at her home. 

Billie-Jo Jenkins was found 
on Saturday in the back garden 
of her foster parents' home in 
Hastings, East Sussex, where 
she had been painting the pa- 
tio doors. She had been blud- 
geoned over the head with an 
lSin metal tent spike. 

The 44-year-old man was 
detained as detectives released 
details of a scar-faced man they 
wanted to talk to about claims 
that Blilie-Jo was being stalked. 

The man, who lives in Hast- 
ings, was arrested at his home 
yesierday afternoon. Police said 
this followed media appeals 
for information about a man 
with a prominent birthmark 
stretching from his forehead to 
his chin. 

A man was reported to have 
been wandering near Biliie- 
Jo’s home and asking for ac- 
commodation at about the lime 
of the murder. 

It emerged yesterday that 
the police were told Billie-Jo 
had complained of being fol- 
lowed by a stranger and of re- 
' ceiving nuisance telephone calls 
shortly before her murder. 

Detectives revealed that her 
foster parents. Sion and Lois 
Jenkins, and friends, had told 
them she believed she was be- 
ing followed since Christmas. 

Mr Jenkins told detectives he 
disturbed a prowler in the back 
garden of the family home only 
13 days ago and earlier saw a 
man staring at the house. Se- 
curity lights had been recently 
fitted at the home. 

However, it later emerged the 
foster parents did not contact 
police about the prowler or 
the nuisance telephone calls. 

Billie-Jo had first claimed 
she was being stalked two years 


ago, when she first started at 
Helenswood Secondary School 
in the East Sussex seaside resort 
at the age of 11. 

Police were informed about 
those claims and the school was 
made aware of the girl's fears. 

Detective Superintendent Je- 
remy Paine, leading the murder 
hunt, said: “It is clear that BD- 
lie-Jo obviously believed she was 
being followed in the days and 
weeks before her death. 

“She had told her parents and 
friends she felt she was being fol- 
lowed and had spotted a man on 
some occasions. She had also re- 
ceived a number of strange 
phone calls at her house. 

“It appears that she felt this 
man was paying particular at- 
tention to her for some reason.’' 
Detectives are also awaiting 
the arrival of a computer data- 
base from the investigation into 
the murders of Lin and Megan 
Russell in Kent last summer. 
In both cases the victims were 
attacked without apparent 
motive or sexual intent. 

Detectives were yesierdav 
continuing to interview both 
Billie- Jo's natural parents and 
her foster parents. 

Billic-Jo was described as a 
popular, lively teenager with 
ambitions to become an actress. 
She enjoyed swimming and 
going to youth clubs. 

Chris Lucian, headmaster of 
Blackl an ds Primary School in 
Hastings, which Billie-Jo at- 
tended for two years before 
moving to secondary school 
said: u We remember her as a de- 
lightful girl, interested in every- 
thing that went on in scbooL 
"we are absolutely devastat- 
ed by this tragic event. Children 
and staff are stunned and feel 
numb. We feel particularly for 
the other members of her fam- 
ily.” Mr Luckin said staff at the 
500-pupil school were in tears 
as the children were told of 
Billie-Jo’s death. Three of her 
sisters still attend the school 





Learning curve: John Fisher (right) and Colin Miles busking yesterday at Covent Garden in aid of their Abingdon school Photograph: Brian Harris 

Class act by a busking headmaster 


David Garfinkel 

Covent Garden, in the heart of London, 
famous for its side-show acts, was graced 
with entertainment of an educational 
kind yesterday. 

After the mime artists and fire jugglers 
vacated the main piazza, cash-strapped 
headmaster John Fisher took centre 
stage, in an attempt to raise £50,000 
needed to save a teaching post at his run- 
down school. 

Faced with the fourth consecutive year 
of budgetary cuts. Mr Fisher, 49. of the 
Rush Common Primary School. Abing- 
don, Oxfordshire, decided it was time to 
take a leaf out of its students’ books, and 
get a holiday job busking to raise fi- 
nances. 


He said: “Something had to be done 
if teaching standards are to be main- 
tained. We are in a desperate situation 
and I thought it was lime to raise 
awareness of the problem we face.” 

Pupils at the school are currently be- 
ing taught in classes of between 35 and 
40, under leaking roofs, in poorly dec- 
orated buildings which they cannot af- 
ford to repair." 

But the first London appearance of 
the guitar and banjo-playing duo, called 
Paddy and Taff, did not go according to 
plan. 

As the rain lashed down, passers-by 
rarely glanced from behind their um- 
brellas to watch the act Their first gig 
in the capital brought in only £5.10. 

Mr Fisher and his singing partner, Col- 


in Miles, 50, who have so far raised £600 
on the first leg of their rouod-Britain 
tour, doubted they would reach their op- 
timistic target. 

“We have had a tremendous re- 
sponse from the public, who have said 
it is sad we have had to resort to this, 
but realistically. 1 don't think we'll raise 
£50,000 - but the money has to come 
from somewhere,” said Mr Fisher. 

But all is not lost for the group, as their 
fan base has rapidly grown to include the 
likes of the Liberal Democrat leader Pad- 
dy Ashdown. 

After watching an earlier perfor- 
mance, Mr Ashdown said: “What land 
of society are we living in when a head- 
master has to spend his half-term busk- 
ing to pay for a teacher? It is a joke that 


this is what Britain's education system 
has come to.” 

Another groupie, Celia Bowden, a 
bursar on a day-trip from Oxfordshire, 
said it was good to see people with a tal- 
ent taking things into their own hands 
when all other approaches have faded. 

Although the “Face The Musk” tour 
continues to Nottingham, Durham, 
Newcastle, Liverpool and Coventry. Mr 
Fisber was not letting the group’s sud- 
den rise to fame get to his head. 

He said: “We do enjoy playing and 
write a lot of our own material but I 
don’t think the Spice Girls have much 
to worry about. 

“We are more a particular brand of 
*old spice* and cater for a very different 
kind of audience.” 


explosion 


Louise Jury 


police and airport authorities 
have warned protesters dig- 
ging tunnels at the site of the 
proposed second runway at 
Manchester Airport that they 
risk causing a methane gas 
explosion. 

The protesters said yesterday V 
nu one had told them directly 
of the danger. But they said they 
had stopped using candles in the 
network to reduce the risk of gas 
igniting. 

Contractors working at the 
airport first raised the issue. A 
Manchester airport spokes- 
woman said they were told 
there was a risk of natural 
methane from vegetation at 
the site and they had passed the 
information to police. 

Chief Inspector Ton Burgess 
said the gas was one of several 
risks the protesters face. “We 
have been warning protesters 
for the last four weeks about Lhe 
dangers of tunnelling. These 
dangers include tunnel col- 
lapse, the possibility of methane 
being present, the lack of oxy- 
gen and the standard of the site 
itself." Police would continue to 
liaise directly with the protest- 
ers, he said. 

But lan, a protester from ’ 
Wigan, angrily denied methane 
was a problem or that they had 
j been warned of it. The police 
had first mentioned the possi- 
ble danger in an interview on 
local radio and the protesters 
suspected it was a scare tactic, 
he said: “The police didn't 
come and contact us”. 

Ian said that safety was para- 
mount and they had experi- 
enced diggers carrying out the 
work, which followed similar 
tunnel protests at Newbury, 
Berkshire, and along the site of 
the A30 protest in Devon. 

“We have got geologists who 
have been in and checked 
everything and there is ab- 
solutely no danger.” 

About 30 people are on two 
sites adjacent to the airport at 
I present and more are expected 
[ as the year goes cm. The demon- 
i strators have set up. camp on 
land bought by Manchester 
f City Council on behalf of 
t Manchester Airport pic for the 
planned second runway. 



Couples unable to adopt 
gain the right to appeal 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Couples who want to adopt 
a child will now have the right 
to appeal if they feel they were 
turned down unfairly, or were 
the victims of “political cor- 
rectness”. 

The Government is bringing 
in the new measures after a 
number of controversial cases 
where parents were denied the 
right to adopt on the grounds 
of education, age or race. 

In one case, a couple from 
Norfolk. Jim and Roma 
Lawrence, from Cromer, were 
told that they could not adopt 
a mixed-race child because of 
their “lack of understanding of 
racial issues", even though Mrs 
Lawrence was born to an Asian 
family in Guyana. 

But social workers’ leaders 
yesterday denied political cor- 
rectness could override a child's 
chance of a stable home, saying 
they acted in children's best 
interests rather than those of 
potential parents. 

The changes, which come 
into force on 1 April will ensure 
couples will be told when their 
application is being considered 
j by an adoption panel 



Racial issues have complicated the issue of adoption 


They will receive a copy of 
their assessment report, which 
goes to the panel, and have an 
opportunity to respond to it in 
writing. If the panel recom- 
mends against allowing the 
couple to adopt, the pair will be 
shown the recommendation 
before it goes to the adoption 
agency, whether a local au- 
thority social services depart- 
ment or a voluntary agency, 
which makes the final decision. 

The couple will then have the 
right to challenge the recom- 
mendation and have h reviewed 
by the adoption agency. 


Stephen DorreU, the Health 
Secretary, said the changes 
would remove “fashionable 
theories" from adoption and 
make the procedure more in- 
dependent and transparent 
■ “Decisions about which par- 
ents are able to adopt children 
should reflect commonsense 
values that are widely shared 
throughout society, and 
shouldn't reflect the raLher 
specialist and fashionable the- 
ories of a particular profes- 
sional group," he raid. 

The measures include in- 
creasing the number of lay 


members on the panels from two _ 
to three, including, where pos- i 
sible, one adoptive parent and 
one person who was adopted. 

A spokeswoman for the 
British Association for Adop- 
tion and Fostering said: “Any- 
thing that makes adoption more 
open and accountable would be 
welcomed by BAAF," she said. 

But she defended social 
workers from charges of “fash- 
ionable" theories. “We argue 
that social workers act in the 
best interests of the child and 
do not make decisions out of 
some notion of political cor- 
redness,” she said. 

“Adoption is an emotive and 
sensitive area of social work,” 
said Dave Burchel [.assistant di- 
rector of the British Association 
of Social Workers. “It is un- 
derstandable that couples who 
are turned down should feel 
hurt and aggrieved yet iL is the 
best interests of the children 
that social workers represent, 
not the interests of Lhe adults." 

An Early Day Motion was 
tabled yesierday calling on 
the Government to restore 
funding to the Overseas Adop- 
tion Helpline which has helped 
14.000 callers in the last five 


Flip side of a political tiddly wink 


Adoption is not so much a po- 
litical football as a tiddlywink. 

Or maybe just a chestnut. 
Whenever the Government is 
short of something to say, they 
brief lobby correspondents with 
frighteners about “politically 
correct social workers”. Was it 
supposed to be a distraction 
from yesterday's Hogg debate? 

Last time “politically correct 
adoption" had a government 
outing was in the dog days of 
December. Before that, John 
Major threw in an ill-informed 
populist reference to it in his 
dog's dinner of a conference 
speech: “I still bear too many 
stories of politically correct 
absurdities that prevent chil- 
dren being adopted by loving 
couples that would give them a 
good home." 

There are fewer than 400 ba- 
bies for adoption each year — 


and thousands of couples who 
want to give them loving homes. 

On the Frost Programme re- 
cently, the PM said he wanted 
to encourage more inter-conn - 
try adoption - a claim greeted 
with angry disbelief since the 
Government's much-used 
helpline for would-be adopters 
of foreign children doses down 
in two weeks’ time. 

But if adoption isn't working 
whose fault is it? After two years 
of consultation, an Adoption 
Bill was published with all-par- 
ty approval, harmonising the 
chaotic differences between lo- 
cal authorities and regulating 
overseas adoption. But there 
were no manifesto-titillating 
politics in it -so it was dropped 
from the Queen's Speech. 

It was dropped partly for fear 
that it offered the yahoos on the 
Tory back benches a chance to 


add absurd amendments - try- 
ing to strongarm single moth- 
ers into giving up their babies, 
for instance. Adoption is such 
a tiny part of Soda! policy, yet 
has become an emblem of the 
family values lobby. 

The new regulations the 
Health Secretary announced 
yesterday are perfectly sensible. 
But his social worker bashing 
spin angered adoption agencies. 
WmJd-be adopters will have the 
right to see and challenge so- 
cial reports that reject them and 
more lay people will sit on the 
panels. No big deal, since many 
panels do this already 
None of this will change who 
gets chosen as parents for the 
newborns that most adopters 
seek. It is not really a question 
of people being disqualified 
but of choosing the most like- 
ly of the thousands of couples 


available. There is still a des- 
perate need For people to adopt 
older children, handicapped, or 
“challenging" children. 

There are some 55,000 chil- 
dren in care - and tbe fate of 
most of them is a national dis- 
grace: 75 per cent leave care 
with no qualifications. 

Die PM talks as if all these 
children could simply be adopt, 
ed - end of problem. “Mr Ma- 
jor believes it is important ti»r 
children to be brought up in the 
stability of a home rather than 
being institutionalised in chil- 
dren’s homes or drifting be- 
tween various foster families - 
a spokesman says with devas- 
tating banality. 

k ^ a , 8 !?. chiId,,en n «d 

highly skdled social workers, 
therapy and intensive education 
- all of which cost money. 

Polly Toynbee 
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Defendants may 
lose right to opt 
for trial by jury 


4> 


ft 


1 


Jason Bonnetto 

Crime Correspondent 

itself iqffor a fresh confrurrE^ 
don with Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, over plans to 
remove the automatic right to 
trial by jury from a range of 
Grimes. 

Under the proposals, which 
are expected to be announced 
tomorrow, the defendant's right 
to choose whether a case is 
heard by a magistrate or a jiny 
in the crown court will end. 
The changes wffl affect the 


Squatter’s right: David Balmfburt, dressed as a lTtfi -century surgeon, is one of an army of squatters - including artisans mid crafts people - who 
■have taken over the Banqueting House In Whitehall this week. Dressed in authentic costumes of the 1600s, they wa demonstrate traditional crafts 
reminiscent of the period after Charles r* execution in 1648, when the people of London took over Whitehall Pataca Photoffaph: Andrew Buurman 


which can be heard in either 
court. These indude theft, pos- 
session of class Band C drags, 
possession of an offensive 
weapon, gross indecency, and 
dangerous or reckless driving. 

More series offences, such as 
murder, must be heard in the 
higher court, white kasercrimes 
are dealt with by magistrates. 

Ministers believe time and 
money are being wasted by 
defendants opting to take so 
many of the “'either way” 
offences to a jury trial 

The number of offences 
being dealt with in exown court 
has risen horn 59,000 in 1980 to 
73^00 in 1992. 


Howard: Set to take on 
the legal profession 

Lawyers have already react-' 
ed angrily to what they believe 
is a threat to a fundamental 
judicial right - to be judged by 
your peers. 

The move, which will go out 
for consultation and is unlike- 
ly to appear in the Tbries’ elec- 
tion manifesto, is broadly 
similar to proposals contained 
in the Royal Commission on 
Criminal Justice in 1993. Mr 
Howard backed away from the 


jm senior judges. 


Banisters and solicitors 
believe the right fora defendant 
to opt for a jury triad is an 
important legal principle which 
if broken could lilt the balance 
of the criminal justice system 
too fax in favour of the prose- 
cution. 

A spokesman for the Bar 
Council, which represents bar- 
risters in England and Wales, 
said: “We would have grave con- 

cems about the proposed 
changes we have heard about 
and we win make our views very 
dear. 

u Obviously the offences that 
are heard byjurics are fairly se- 
rious offences which can cany 
significant prison terms. 

“It has always been a princi- 
ple of the legal system that peo- 
ple charged with senous 
offences have a right to be 
tried by their peers.** 

The Government is also 
expected to publish a Green 
Paper next week on tackling 
child crime. Among the pro- 
posals are new powers to 
impose curfews, enforced by 
electronic tags, in exceptional 
cases on p are nt s wh o fail to con- 
trol child offenders aged under 
10. The plans are to by and 
divert youngsters away from a 
life of crimes 


Doncaster council bans 


Christian Wbfanar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The beleaguered ruling Labour 
group on Doncaster Council 
voted yesterday to ban foreign 
trips to attend conferences. 

But the Doncaster counrilkxs 
cannot quite see what the fijss 
is about, despite the recent 
critical District Auditor’s report 
into their activities, 3nd they win 
still be allowed to travel abroad 
for twinning vials and for efforts 
in trying to attract inward 
investment. 

At yesterday's meeting the 
council leadership suggested 
that the recent controversy was 
all a plot by the Tbiy-dominat- 
ed media, even though it was tim 
criticism of the District Auditor 
over business dass flights to Chi- 
na, Japan and Hong Kong and 
drunken working lunches at 
£50-a-head which first drew, 
attention to what is now caDed 
“Donnygate”. 

The decision to curtail for- 
eign trips came as Labour’s Na- 


tional Executive Committee 
was deciding on the shortlist for 
the local Dot Vilky seatleft va- 
cant by the death drthe Labour 
MP Martin Redmond. The 
NEC was expected to rule out 
most leading Doncaster coun- 
cils because of the affair, even 
though one - Tbny Sellars, 
chairman of the Labour group 
- received the highest number 
Of local ward nominations. 

• Doncaster’s councillors are 
not used to any attention from 
the media, let alone scrutiny. 
There are 58 Labour councillors 
and only three Tbries and two 
Liberal Democrats to provide 
any semblance of opposition 
and questioning of council de- 
risions, The council meetings, 
unlikp in most other authorities, 
are held in early afternoon and 
the Mayor, Dorothy Layton, 
conducts the business so briskly 
with lots of references to the red 
book not Mao but the stand- 
ing orders - that meetings rarely 
take more than an hour. 

Yesterday, Ron Gillies, the 


long-standing chair man of the 
Racecourse Committee, said 
he had drawn “the short stra w* ’ 
because most of the leading 
councillors were away in Lon- 
don for the shortlisting, leaving 
him to face the musk over 
“Donnyrate”. 

Mr (Mies outlined the new 
controls on foreign trips. He was 
quick to say tfam the District Au- 
ditor was not against the “prm- . 
dtple of foreign .trips,” but he I 
was worried about the way they I 
had been sanctioned. While I 
many arc beneficial in attract- 
ing help from Europe and in- 
ward investment, Mr Gillies 
said all trips would be submit- 
ted to a council committee for 
approval in future. 

The Tbiy coundOois* 
attempts to make a few politi- 
cal points were rather ruined 
when their leader, John Dain- 
ty, admitted he had gone on a 
council trip to Wilmington, 
Delaware, to look at social ser- 
vices, and hastily added: "But 
we travelled economy class. ” 
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Abortions 
rose after 
Pill scare 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A sharp rise in the abortion rate 
after the health scare over the 
contraceptive P/ll will be re- 
vealed in official figures to be 
released cm Thursday, raising 
fresh criticism of ministers over 
their handling of the affair. 

The number of abortions 
leapt by 6.7 per cent in No- 
vember in the aftermath of the 
1995 Pill scare, but the latest fig- 
ures are expected to show a fur- 
ther worrying increase as the full 
impact begins to be felt. 

The release of the abortion 
statistics by the Government will 
be coupled with a report by the 
Government's expert advisory 
body, the Committee on the 
Safety of Medicines, which is ex- 
pected to stand by the action 
which led to the scare. 

Stephen Dorrell, the Secre- 
tary of State for Health, who wffl 
face questions today in the 
Commons, was criticised for 
“bungling" the release of the 
warnings about seven contra- 
ceptive pills linked with a high- 
er incidence of thrombosis in 
October 1995. 

The CSM was criticised by 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion for the way the information 
it passed on about about the 
possible link between the con- 
traceptive pill and thrombosis 
was released in Britain. 

But ministers bore the brunt 
of the criticism for their handling 
of the crisis which led to GPs be- 
ing flooded with inquiries, and 
claims that women had suf- 
fered unwanted pregnancies 
because they had slopped tak- 
ing their contraceptives. 

Chris Smith. Labour's 
spokesman for health, said last 
night: "We have already seen an 
alarming rise in the number of 
abortions carried out after some 
brands of the Pill were with- 


drawn in October 1995. “The 
main culprit is the Govern- 
ment- which bungled the an- 
nouncement and failed to 
ensure that GPs and family 
planning professionals bad the 
news before the public did. As 
a result many women - unable 
to gel through lo their doctor - 
simply stopped taking the Pill 
altogether. 1 fear that the new 
figures will show a further rise." 

The advisory committee 
made it clear that women 
should continue to take their 
contraceptive pill, until they 
were able to see their doctor or 
visit their family planning clin- 
ic. However, many women pan- 
icked after the warnings that 
they may be at risk. 

The criticism of ministers 
was increased because the warn- 
ings were leaked, before GPs 
had been informed. Mr DorreU 
defended his role, stressing that 
the advisory committee had ad- 
vised there was “an urgent need 
to communicate the new evi- 
dence and appropriate recom- 
mendations to the professions 
and to the public prior to pub- 
lication of the evidence". 

The figures for the first quar- 
ter of 1996 showed a 2,688 rise 
in the number of abortions to 
a total 42,990 - the highest num- 
ber since 1990. The latest figures 
cover the period April to July 
last year, which could spell out 
the human tragedy for women 
who told doctors the unwanted 
pregnancies had ruined their 
lives. 

The issue is also likely to 
highlight the campaign by the 
Pro-life Alliance, which is 
threatening to field more than 
50 anti-abortion candidates in 
the election, and within the 
next two weeks will release a 
graphic film depicting the facts 
about abortion for use as an 
election broadcast on British 
television screens. 



Shipmates: The Shadow Chancellor, Gordon Brown (right), and Ben Chapman, the Labour Party’s candidate for Wireal South (second right), sharing a 
joke with employees building a new boat during a visit to McTay Marine In Brom bo rough, yesterday ' Photograph: John Voos 

Mad cow debate wasted on voters 


Michael Streeter 

Labour's attempt last night to 
censure the Government over 
the BSE crisis - and possibly 
force an early general election 
- left voters' in Wirrall South 
unimpressed, unexcited and 
more disillusioned than ever 
with politicians. 

As political heavyweights 
such as Gillian Shephard, the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion. and Lhe Shadow Chancel- 
lor, Gordon Brown, trundled 
around the constituency seek- 
ing votes for the crucial by-elec- 
tion on 27 February, The 
Independent interviewed vot- 
ers on their views of the mad 
cow debate. Even Labour vot- 
ers desperate to overturn the 
Conservative majority of more 
than 8,000 in Wirrall South 


and to see a change of govern- 
ment. dismissed the vote as 
political “game-playing”. 

Dave Moss, a researcher with 
locally-based Unilever, who wfll 
vote Labour, said: "It [the vote] 
should have t alien place six or 
nine months ago. Labour are 
playing politics." 

Marion Small, 42, from Be- 
bington. and a Labour stal- 
wart, said there were other 
issues that needed more urgent 
attention. I cannot see the point 
of this kind of vote, it's a bit of 
a waste of time."' 

Another Labour supporter 
Graeme Dring, 24, said the 
censure vote had little relevance 
so close to a general election. 
“Its a little late in the game as 
far as John Major’s career is 
concerned." 

Some Labour supporters 


even doubted whether there was 
much point in bringing for- 
ward a general election which 
was so dose anyway. Leslie 
Simmons, 76. a retired factory 
worker, said: “I think we should 
just wait far the general election. 
A few more months is not 
going to make much differ- 
ence." For him, the Commons 
vote was further evidence of the 
remoteness of party politicians. 

“What goes on in Westmin- 
ster does not mean anything to 
people in general. They don't 
represent working people." 

Indifference to the latest 
round of Westminster mud- 
wrestling did not, however, dis- 
guise anger at the Government 
over the BSE affair. George 
Newton, 71, who says he will not 
be voting Tbry again, said: "Tbe 
Government has slipped up 


very badly over this issue." 
Welder Roy Coyle, 51. who 
says he will not vote Conserv- 
ative, but is likewise not keen 
on Tony Blair, described the 
Government’s attitude to the 
health scare as "disgraceful". 

Although the semi-rural 
Wirrall South constituency is 
home to a handful of formeis. 
it is essentially a commuter 
belt and industrial area where 
voters tend to see the BSE cri- 
sis as an agricultural issue 
remote from them. Audrey 
Johnson, 69. a retired nuise and 
Tbry supporter, said: “Fanners 
may be interested in the vote, 
but it will not impress the gen- 
eral public here." 

Services manager Les Harris, 
43, a former Conservative vot- 
ers who is now undecided, said 
the BSE crisis stretched back 


many years and was not a cen- 
tral issue for voters. "The main 
issue for me is the state of the 
health service ..." 

There was some sympathy for 
Labour’s attempt to bring Dou- 
glas Hogg, the Minister of Agri- 
culture, and his ministerial 
colleagues to account. Dawn 
Owen, 59, said- “It's about time 
someone had a go, though if: 
a bit late in the day." 

Paradoxically, although most 
people interviewed were indif- 
ferent to the censure debate, 
there was limited support for the 
ultimate aim of producing an 
early general election. 

Nursery worker Care Hugh- 
es, 26, a disgruntled Tory, said: 
“The sooner this country has a 
general election the better. At 
the moment we don't seem to 
be going anywhere."' 


Tories to 
rebuild 
Unionist 
links 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Plans for reuniting the Union- 
ists with the Conservative Par- 
ty, ending a split which occurred 
more than 20 year ago. arc high 
on the agenda for Tories after 
the election, a senior Tory MP 
said last night 

Andrew Hunter, a staunch 
unionist Tory MP and cha irman 
of the Conservative backbench . r 
Northern Ireland committee, 
said: “It certainly would be my 
objective. It would virtually 
bead the agenda." 

Private talks are already be- 
ing held to rebuild the historic 
links which Unionists severed in 
1972 in protest at the suspen- 
sion of the Stormont parliament 
and the promotion of power- 
sharing in the province. 

“I regret there was ever a 
parting of the ways and 1 think 
a significant number of ray 
backbench colleagues agree 
that we would like the Conser- 
vative policy on Northern Ire- 
land to be’ in line with the 
thinking of moderate Union- 
ists," Mr Hunter told The 
Independent. 

The establishment of the 
Conservative Party to fight elec- 
tions in Ulster was a “delicate" 
issue which would have to be 
tackled before the Unionists 
could return to lhe Totv fold, he 1 
said, and the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement, which widened the 
rift with the Unionists, would 
have to be replaced. 

“Wc have to reassert the im- 
portance of the Union as a bul- 
wark against European political 
and monetary union," Mr 
Hunter said. 

The remarks confirm the 
prediction by Mo Mowlam. 
Labour's Northern Ireland 
spokeswoman in The Indepen- 
dent that the Tories and the 
Unionists could reunite after die 
election. She feared the re- 
alignment could threaten sup- [' 
port for the bi-partisan 
approach to Northern Ireland, 
if Labour won power. 


A Hogg at large in a china shop full of terracotta soldiers 


Like the terracotta array of Xian 
the stolid sons of Ulster sat and 
listened with inscrutable ex- 
pressions on their faces - each 
one slightly differen l. yet some- 
how the same - as Government 
and Opposition courted their vi- 
tal votes. Could they be per- 
suaded to set in train the chain 
of circumstances that might lead 
to the fall of the Government? 

It was Gavin Strang's job to 
uy. The Shadow Agriculture 
Secretary has - until now - vi- 
olated the usual politician's 
principle of making a little 
knowledge go a long wav. The 



appears to. With his throaty vow- 
els and metallic nervous "eh's". 
the lugubrious Scot reminds 
me of one of those Scottish soc- 
cer stars of the Seventies, who 
has been making an unreliable 
career for himself as a manag- 
er in the lower reaches of 
League football. He is always 
about to explain - painfully - 
why injuiy and Ill-luck have dis- 
rupted his brilliant plans. 

Nevertheless - well-prepared 
- he intoned his litany of criti- 
cism of the Governments han- 
dling of the BSE crisis 
relentlessly and effectively. With 


son of a tenant fanner, an ani- 
mal geneticist and a PhD in 
something complicated and sci- 
entific, Strang knows a great deal 
more about agriculture than he 


IS 


the help of the Speaker, he ban- 
ished hecklers like Jacques 
“buzz-saw" Arnold (one of 
those Tories who has convinced 
themselves that BSE was im- 
irted from a Soviet research 
,ab by Harriet Harman, super- 
vised by one of the villains 
from The X-Files). 

Chaperoned by John 
Prescott (whose role was to 
tell interrupting Tories either to 
“shuddup" or to “siddown"), Mr 
Strang, when it came to the 
point, “made no apology for 
mentioning Northern Ireland. 
In Ulster the cattle, he im- 


plied, had shiny horns and lus- 
trous hides and unspongy brains 
- and should receive special 
treatment, but not too special. 
The terracotta army listened, 
nodded slightly, smiled, but 
gave no sign. 

It was time for Hogg. The mo- 
tion was. he said, “a political 
stunt", and itself undermined 
confidence in British beef. 
Labour’ s record was “disgrace- 
ful". buL - be happy - for the 
Government had “created the 
circumstances in which the 
British beef industry can face the 
future with growing confidence". 


Slumped forward over the 
dispatch box (indeed, at one 
point appearing to mount it in 
true agricultural fashion), Hogg 
did mention the word “apolo- 
gy" once: it was in the phrase 
“I make* no apology". The 
speech was not going down 
well, the Tbry benches were get- 
ting nervous; the Prime Minis- 
ter (who bad emerged at the 
very moment when Mr Hogg 
stood up) sat beside his belea- 
guered minister, looking on 
with that Delphic mini-smile on 
his unusual lips: the one that al- 
ways seems to say "oh, shit!” 


It was when the first of three 
Unionist interventions took 
place that Mr Major's role be- 
came clearer. Would the Sec- 
retary of State intervene with 
Brussels specifically on behalf of 
the certified herds of Northern 
Ireland, asked Roy Beggs 
(Antrim East). Mr Major pulled 
his nose, and as he did so whis- 
pered something under his hand 
to Mr Hogg. Mr Hogg appeared 
not to bear, and reassured the 
terracotta man in very general 
terms. So the Unionist leader 
David Trimble (Upper Bann) 
tried again. Once more Hogg 


replied in easy generalities. Fi- 
nally lan Paisley pul it in his di- 
rea fashion. Would the minister 
be urging that Northern Ire- 
land’s wonderful cattle be giv- 
en special treatment? 

Mr Major nodded vigorous- 
ly and muttered something. 
Was it -just say yes' for Chris- 
sake, Douglas"? If so. Douglas' 
passionate relationship with 
the dispatch box was distracting 
him. Or perhaps be didn't 
recognise the Prime Minister. 
Whatever it was. he simply re- 
peated what he'd said before - 
a loose Hogg in a China shop. 
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IT'S EASY TO MOVE YOUR MORTGAGE. 


NO ARRANGEMENT FEE 
3% DISCOUNT IN FIRST YEAR 
NO VALUATION FEE 
NO LEGAL FEES 


MOVE TO WOOLWICH DIRECT. 


4.29% (4.4% *■) 

It's easy to move your mortgage to Woolwich Direct. Wherever 
you are, at home or ar work, just pick up the phone and we'll 
give you a quote instantly for our Fee Saver Plus Mortgage. 
There’s a real saving compared with our standard variable rate 
mortgage. So why not spend a few minutes finding out more 
about this excellent deal? Call us now quoting ref: IV182. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645 75 75 75 
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Beat this 


'Requires additional soltware 


If vDu'ie looking lor high jpepd. 
high volume and fteubility in a la? 
machine, this is it - ihe multi-tasking 
Muiaiec F120 

With super fast scan speeds, 
a 850 sheet paper cassette and a 
blistenng 6-page a minute print speeiJ. 
it oul-pertorms [ijst about ever; other 
taK on the market 

lis true multi-iasl mg capabilities enable 
the Fi?0 ro handle op to rhtee tasks 
simutraneously and rapidly - nansmit at 
6 seconds per page, recent as b pages 
a minute: and scan at l 7 seconds per 
page. 

You can use it as a stand-alone la* 
and as a high quality 600 dpi primer 
arid copier Or rake advantage ol ns 
PC-connectivity ro scan images into 
ynur document files and to send arid 
receive lanes directly ta or horn youi 
computer Am) with a 73 page memory 
(upgradeable to 558 pages! the F1Z0 
offers all the processing power 
your business could ever need 

' In short, it's one ol lhe most 
powerful multi-functional fa* 
machines available 

Yet the ultimate specification of the 
Muraiec F12D is ns pedigree 

And no competitor can beat that 1 

To find out more about the Ft 20 
Plain Paper Laser Fax and for a 
free 'Guide to Fax Facts', 
call 0345 626782. 


rflurafec 

the fax specialists 

No. I Stoke Road. Guildford, Surrey GUI 4HVV 
Tel (01483} 302 IDO Fax (01483) 301900 

http J/vwvw.mur aiec.c o.uk 
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fi What goes 
liw up does not 



Jk ! 



come 


Steve Bennett, an amateur 
rocket builder, was yesterday 
searching for bis latest missile 
aftent roared into the douds 
- and vanished. 

■A signal from the 10-foot 
Lex* rocket abruptly stopped 


stage of a planned 22-foot rocfc- 
et - his biggest yet - winch he 
□opes to taifrw4» m about six 
weeks, “it win be fifi steam 
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soldiei 


«uu Lucre was no sign of it float- 
ing back to earth on its built-in 
parachute over the Cheviot 
Hills in Northumberland. On 
top of that, Mr Bennett’s hope 
of breaking the sound bamer 
appeared to have been dashed 
as he listened in vain for a tell- 
tale sonic boom. ■ 

But Mr Bennett, 33, was not 
• -““Appointed. “I am remaining 
optimistic,” he said as he stood 
: m rain driven by a fierce wind 
■ < wer 1,0 00 feet up on the Ot- 
terbum Army Ranges. 

“The conditions were reaQy 
poor with all this rain and wind 

- and there was a point when I 

was afraid it might not leave the 

ground today, so it was a big re- 
. fief when it did go. 

“As far as I am concerned it 
has at least been a 50 percent 
successful exercise. 

“If we get the rest of the 

rocket back it will have been 100 

per cent successful. As for 
whether we reached the height 
and speed hoped for, we won’t 
know until we get the vehide 
back and analyse the data 
from it." 

_ Problems including short 
circuits meant the countdown 
was repeated five times before 
the. rocket hurtled into the 
cloud base and out of sight 

Until Mr Bennett and hisszx- 
year-o!d son Max can find it and 
check die data from its instru- 
ments its performance will re- 
main a mystery. 

He was mt too surprised that 
observers had not seen tbe 
rocket parachuting back down 
to the ground, “as in this wind 
it would have drifted, so it 
could be coming down four . 
miles to the north-west". 

The flight was a test of the top 


hide, which we are geang to 
send up three mfles^ ijopeisiDy 
before the end of March.” 

Mr Bennett expects it even- 
tually to reach altfrndes of 15 
miles. The world record for an 
amateur laun ch is 10 wwlwc. 
“We ’re still on. target for April; . 
there was nothing wrong with 
the motor. This is the run-up to 

OUT getting a mtriStft 
by the new miBerariuni/* ■ 

Mr Bennett is sponsored by 
Lexx, a scjeoce-fklKHi televisioH 
series due for release tins year. 1 

He is ajbo working with the' 
UniversityOf SaHtHti^testing ea- 
ginfi power, conqkffKr software 
and paradiute'Kiec^msmSbHe- 
bas spent 20 years bonding 
someof the world's largest am- 
ateur rockets. 
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news 


Minister labels 
train company 
inept over cuts 


Randeep R a mes fa 

Transport Correspondent 

T hpiiBarKk nf ry^ nm nters face 
delays and train cancellations 
after a privatised rail company’s 
decision to cut 71 drivers amid 
the introduction of new work- 
ing practices. 

Thirty^ nine trains have been 
wiped offthe South West Trains 
daily timetable as the company 
struggles to instruct new drivers. 
The move came aftera fortnight 
of misery for travellers in south- 
ern England where an average 
of 17 services a. day were 
scrapped. One cancellation left 
800passengeis stranded in the 
rush hour. 

More than 200 train services 
throughout London, Surrey and 
Hampshire wffl be cancelled this 
week. Stagecoach, the bus and 
rail company which took over 
the company last year, admitted 
the curtailed services could 
take six weeks to sort out. 

John Wans, the transport 
minister, described Sooth West 
Trams’ actions as “somewhat in- 
ept" and warned that the com- 
pany faced large fines for failing 
to meet its obligations. 

The Labour Party seized on 
the cancellations as proof that 
privatisation was not working. 


“South West Thiirts have broken 
their privatisation pledges, leav- 
ing passengers cheated out 
of the rail services they were 
promised a year ago," said 
Andrew Smith, the Labour's 
spokesman on transport. 

A spokeswoman for SWT 
said: “This is the Last thing we 
wanted to do but we felt it was 
the best way to minimise in- 
convenience to passengers." 

Of the 39 daily services af- 
fected. 33 were short-distance 
shuttle services, and many were 
on routes also served by other 
operators, she said. However, 
some mainline services between 
Portsmouth and Waterloo were 
also affected. 

The company offered drivers 
voluntary severance as part of 
a major restructuring pro- 
gramme to bripg in new pay and 
workin g conditions. 

The deal - meant to introduce 
greater flexibility - replaces a 
wage package worth up to 
£23,000 with a flat rate worth be- 
tween £25j000-£26,000. The new 
system meant that some of the 
company’s 650 drivers trans- 
ferred to other depots and 
needed to be retrained to drive 
different routes, she added. 

Drivers have to be trained so 
they know the position of sig- 


nals, track and stations along rhe 
route. Learner drivers have to 
be supervised by more experi- 
enced bands and this has con- 
tributed to the shortage of 
services on South West’s routes. 

A spokesman for the Office 
of Passenger Rail Franchising 
(Opraf). which let the train 
company last year to Stage- 
coach, said that SWT was rac- 
ing “substantial” fines - set 
to run into tens of thousands of 
pounds - if the crisis was pro- 
longed. 

“This event should not have 
happened," said a spokesman 
for Opraf “We are monitoring 
the company's progress and 
would like to see a swift return 
to the agreed timetable." 

The fine is unlikely to dent 
the company's balance sheet un- 
less it continued for months. 
Under South West Trains' con- 
tract with the Government it is 
paid more than £5m a month to 
run the service. Any penalty 
would be taken out of this 
monthly subsidy. 

Jonathan Bray, the co-ordi- 
nator of railway campaigners 
Save Our Railways, said: “It’s 
certainly astonishing incompe- 
tence by manag ement. We’re 
not aware of anything like it 
happening before.” 


London tube train derailed 


Blast-affc Steve Bennett aft the launch, and the wayward rochet on fts niicion of no return 


Underground passengers were 
led to safety yesterday after the 
derailment of a tube train at 
King’s Cross/Easton. 

Police and ambulance crews 
were at the scene and services 
on the Northern line were sus- 
pended following the incident 
which took place at KLIOam. 
There were no reports of any 
injuries. 

London Underground said 

that all 100 ear so passengers on 

Photographs: Will Walker I board the train Imd been led to 


safety along the track to Easton 
station, Much was a distance of 
about 150ft. A spokesman said 
that the cause of the dcraSmoit 
was being investigated! 

AH services were suspended 
both north and southbound 
along the affected section of the 
Northern Line, although a 
southbound service via Bank 
was still operating. 

London Underground said 
late: that 118 people had been 
on board the derailed tube. 


And it confirmed that nobody 
had been injured. 

A spokeswoman said that 
Investigations were still going 
on as to the cause of the acci- 
dent, as a result of which the 
Northern Line was unlikely to 
reopen between Camden and 
Moorgate - the City branch — 
until today 

Howcra; tbe spokeswoman 
said that normal services had 
resumed on the Charing Cross 
branch line. 
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pick up the phone 

and get tina turner. 


(or dlana ross, or nina simone, or...) 
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Connect to One 2 One before March 
31st 1997, and not only do you become 
part of a service that covers 80% of 
the GB population offering a variety 
of attractive price plans with free 
voicemail answering service and 
message retrieval) you also have the 
chance to choose five free CDs from 
150 on offer. Well that's one mobile 
phone offer that’s worth listening to. 
Terms do apply. 

one 2 one 

0500 500 121 

the people to have a one ? one with 
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news 


Asylum 

seekers 

win right 
to support 



Jojo Moyes 

Local councils have a legal 
obligation to provide food and 
shelter for asylum -seekers 
whose benefits were withdrawn 
by the Government last year, the 
Court of Appeal ruled yesterday. 

The court dismissed an ap- 
peal by Westminster, Lambeth, 
and Hammersmith and Fulham 
councils against a High Court 
decision that they must provide 
housing and “the basics for sur- 
vival” to asylum-see keis who are 
in need of care while their 
claims for refugee status are be- 
ing assessed. 

The four men who prompt- 
ed the case - from Iraq. China, 
Algeria and Romania - are not 
emitted to social security ben- 
efits. are not allowed to work in 
the UK. have no family or 
friends in the UK. and speak lit- 
tle or no English. 

If the authorities bad won 
their appeal, they and up to 
3.000 people, most of them in 
the capital could have ended up 
on the streets. 

The appeal judges, headed by 
the Master of the Rolls. Lord 
Woolfr upheld a ruling by Mr 
Justice Collins last October that 
local councils must help people 
who are denied emergency aid 
as part of the Government’s 
bid to curb bogus asylum ap- 
plications. 

The local authorities, refused 
leave to appeal to the House of 
Lords, plan to petition the law 
lords. But Gerry Gore, solici- 
tor for the asylum-seekers, said 
he hoped that the matter had 
finally been put to rest. 

“1 would hope that the 
House of Lords would refuse 
any petition for leave to appeal 
against today’s decision be- 
cause at the end of the day Pe- 
ter Jolley (Secretary of State for 
Social Securityl was warned 
when he threatened to put 
these measures through that 
they would not succeed be- 


cause they were unlawful'’ said 
Mr Clore. 

The councils had contended 
that their duty to provide shel- 
ter and food was only to those 
in need i by reason of age, illness, 
disability or similar circum- 
stances. and not to able-bodied 
people who simply had no 
money. 

Michael Beloff QC. for the 
councils, had said that as a re- 
sult of the Government’s new 
benefit restrictions last year, 
many asylum-seekers, who were 
not allowed to work, faced the 
choice between starvation or be- 
ing sent back to the country 
where they claimed to have 
been persecuted. 

However, he said that did not 
justify shifting the burden on to 
local authorities. 

Westminster Council said 
Later that it was “dismayed” by 
the judgment, and added that 
it should not be expected to 
shoulder any of the "unaccept- 
able burden” while its move 
to appeal, to Lhe Lords was 
pending. 

“Supporting asylum-seekers 
who are without accommoda- 
tion or means of support is not 
a duty which should rest with lo- 
cal authorities and is fraught 
with legal and technical prob- 
lems,” it said. The cost falls on 
just a few London boroughs and 
is hugely expensive. Westmin- 
ster alone will spend around 
£Sm in the next financial year 
providing support and accom- 
modation for asylum-seekers.” 

Claude Moraes. director 
of the Joint Council for the Al- 
faro of Immigrants, said: “There 
is a limited welcome for the con- 
firmation that local authorities 
must provide a basic subsis- 
tence. But this is an overall 
tragedy for UK-based asylum- 
seekers because central gov- 
ernment has evaded its 
responsibility to provide basic 
benefits on a consistent and hu- 
mane basis,” said Mr Moraes. 
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Jail for < 
woman 
motorist 
six times 
over limit 


A woman who drank a bottle of 
vodka and then drove cm a mo- 
torway while she was more, 
than she times over the legal lim- 
it was jailed for four months yes- 
terday. 

Rosemary Fbsier. 23. whose 
breath-rest reading of 225mg of 
alcohol was the highest record- 
ed by a woman, will also serve 
three concurrent sentences of 
two months cadi for assaulting 
three police officers and was 


Picking up signals: Vehicles undergoing tests of the GEC-Marconi electronic tolling device at the Transport Research Laboratory at 
Growth ome In Berkshire yesterday. The system uses smartcards (below) mounted on the windscreens to bill the driver Photographs: David Rose 
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Motorway tolls unveiled, but drivers 
will not pay price until next century 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Motorway tolls will not be 
imposed until 2002 at the ear- 
liest. the Government said yes- 
terday. 

Dr’ William Gillan. who is in 
ebarge of the Department of 
Transport's motorway tolling 
project, said it would be five to 
six years before any system 
would be ready to use. He made 
the announcement at the Trans- 
port Research Laboratory at 
Crowthome in Berkshire, which 
is conducting lolling trials. 

After 10 more weeks of the 
trials, ministers will decide 
whether to proceed with tests on 
the M3 in Hampshire. If ap- 
proved, motorists could be in- 
vited to help by having on-board 
equipment put into their cars. 



although the trial will not in- 
volve anyone having to pay any 
charges. 

A number of companies were 
initially involved in technology 
trials but only two now remain 


and the timetable for the 
scheme's possible introduction 
has slipped considerably. 

“I don’t think it matters that 
the timetable has slipped a bit 
as we have been able to make 


so much more of the trials we 
have conducted here," said 
John Watts, a junior transport 
minister. 

The Government has not set 
Lhe price that drivers would have 
to pay - but has said that any 
money raised would be used for 
motorway maintenance. 

Electronic tolling was first 
suggested by the Government 
in 1993, with possible toll 
charges of lJp-a-mile for cars 
and 4 .5p for lorries. 

Systems from two companies 
- GEC-Marconi and Bosch 
Telecom - were demonstrated. 
Both devices rely on antennae 
placed on overhead gantries to 
pick up signals from vehicles in- 
stalled with tolling technology. 
The systems tested use smart- 
cards - a kind of constantly 
rechargeable phone card - 


mounted on the windscreen to 
bill the driver. 

Bosch said that at present its 
system had a failure rate of 
about one in 10,000 vehicles, but 
was hoping to improve this to 
one in a million. 

Information gathered by tbe 
roadside can be passed to 
regional or national centres. 
Anyone passing through illegally 
-with no credit on their card - 
could be filmed and later 
penalised. 

Road tolls have been tested 
in California. Hong Kong, Sin- 
gapore and Germany. 

According to Dr Grant Klein, 
editor of the Intelligent Highway, 
a trade magazine: "Britain is 
well behind the rest of the 
world. The best German $f$- 
tems were not even considered 
in the trials today." 
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years by magistrates at Mac- 
clesfield in Cheshire, 

Foster, of Weston Cdyney, • 
Stokc-on-Treni. Staffordshire, 
was found by police wandering 
near her car on the M56 near 
Altrincham. Greater Manches- 
ter, after running out of petrol ' 
on 12 December last year. 

Keith Jones, for the prose- 
cution, said that on her way to 
the police station after provid- 
ing a positive breath lest, she 
spat vomit at two police con- 
stables and later threw scalding 
coffee at a woman constable. 

Foster had earlier pleaded 
guilty to driving with excess al- 
cohol and to three charges oF as- 
saulting police officers.' THe 
chairman of the magistrates, Pa- 
tricia Ferguson, told her “Your 
behaviour on arrest did nothing 
to improve your situation.” 


Nicholas Woodcock had “risked 
their lives” to rescue Foster af- 
ter finding her running on to the 
carriageway "waving her arms 
about" she said. “They wen: go- 
ing about their public duty and 
they were assatited." 

Mr Jones told the court that 
the officers found Fbster and a 
friend near her Furd Fiesta 
parked on the hard shoulder. 
“Her condition appeared to be 
highly distressed and Shu 
smelled very strongly of alco- 
hol.” Asked if she had been 
drinking, Foster replied: “Yes, 
but don't arrest me. Take me to 
my mum’s iu Stoke ” 

Marie Cape, secretary of the 
Campaign Against Drink-Dri- 
ving. welcomed the sentence 
and said more custodial sen- 
tences were necessary until dri- 
vers got the message. “This is 
sending out the right messages 
that we just wont tolerate this 
type of behaviour,” she said. 
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You’ve just discovered your health insurance 
won’t pay to have it treated. 
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With an answer in just minutes 


JL Jioief yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


up to five years to pay us back. You 
don't need any deposit or security: 

We’ll give you a quick decision. And 
we’re open every day from 7am to I Ipm. 
So, if you’re over 25, in regular employ- 
ment and have an annual income of 
£10,000 or more, call us free now. 


With a Mercantile Credit loan, you not 
only get good value but also the 
certainty of a fixed rate - whatever 


MONTHLY REPAYMENT BY TERM 

wbtbs 36 ma 

HBIKS 

APB 

290.71 207.77 

142.50 

15.9% 

476.20 j 337.74 

228-38 

13.9% 


happens to interest rates after the 
Election. *You can borrow anything 
from £500 to £15,000 and we’U give you 


1 

I Please eflipmwr me today hy sending me details of your direct personal loans. * 

1 (Send Completed coupon lo Mercantile Credit P0 Box 1 1 7. FREEPOST SEA D5ZT. i 
J Crawley. West Sussex RHio 2BR. No stamp required.) ! 


Mercantile 

CREDIT 

PHQHE FOB a FA 8 T LOAN - QUOTING REF 4683 
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international 


Immigrant song plays on Danish minds 

Copenhagen may accept greater EU integration to combat asylum-seekers. Sarah Helm reports 


Helrai Fraije, admits that it’s not 
a bad life at Sandholm refugee 
camp near Copenhagen. It cer- 
tainly beats anything on offer for 
asylum-seekers in Britain - or 
anywhere else in Europe for 
that matter. 

There is basketball, ping 
pong, football and bingo, as well 
as daily video shows, and visits 
from pop bands. “We have all 
heard about Denmark. It is a 
very equal society which tries to 
help people like us. It has a good 
human rights record and the 
best education in the world. I 
would like the chance to start 
a life here," says Mr Fraije, a 
Palestinian refugee. 

The asylum -seekers come 
and go as they want, and their 
needs are answered by a team 
of joUy Red Cross workers, like 
Hele Kampegaard, who sweeps 


round the camp in a fur coat, 
and white sparkly boots, her 
blonde hair tousled by the icy 
Zealand wind. 

“The families all get their 
own bathroom," she says, as we 
pass the entrance gate where 
two Bosnian Muslims have just 
arrived, via Germany, to ask for 
refuge here. An Iraqi business- 
man. in a suit is holding up a 
Baghdad- Amman bus ticket to 
prove where he came from. 

“Our job is to make sure they 
are all looked after. They come 
here because they have beard 
about our democratic system. 
We have the highest standards 
in Europe. They think they can 
come here then go and build 
their own countries back home." 


The increasing number of 
asylum-seekers attracted by fa- 
mous Danish altruism is caus- 
ing anxiety throughout Danish 
society, ami is now the do minant 
issue in the Danish debate 
about European power-sharing, 

There arc many in De nmar k 
who believe alLruism has gone 
far enough - at least when it 
comes to “foreigner?". The an- 
swer, they say, is to accept Eu- 
ropean immigration rules and 
standards, by dropping the 
Danish opt-out from EU justice 
policy, after the Amsterdam 
summit in June. 

Others warn that to drop the 
opt-out, which could only hap- 
pen after a referendum, would 
be to fall into the trap of ac- 


cepting CTer further European 
integration. 

EU leaders are increasingly' 
presenting the fight against il- 
legal immigration and interna- 
tional crime as a prime object- 
ive, in then attempt to give the 
union new credibility with “cit- 
izens”. The so-called “third pil- 
lar" of EU government, gov- 
erning justice policy, is therefore 
expected to be strengthened in 
the Amsterdam treaty. 

Danes, however, have always 
been deeply suspicious of giving 
Europe political powers outside 
the economic sphere. Further- 
more, such a move would 
threaten Denmark's much-val- 
ued human rights and .social 
standards. “What people fear is 


what this could lead to. It could 
lead to a European police force 
— to German police running' 
around Danish soil,” said one. 
Danish diplomat. 

There are fears that if the 
government is to win Danes 
round to giving up one of their 
precious “opt-outs", won in. 
1992, they wul have to play the 
race card, by fuelling fears of im- 
migration and saving the EU 
would provide a defence. 

At first it is hard to see why 
immigration has become an 
emotive issue here. Black or 
brown faces are rarely seen 
among the crowds of blond- 
haired, anoraked cyclists, who 
duster at the traffic lights of 
Copenhagen. A small, highly 


regulated state of just jive mil- 
lion, Denmark is nofa country 
where “illegals" can easily re- 
main hidden antfit has always 
been hard for foreigners to find 
work here. As one government 
official said: “Most Danes have 

never-met an immigrant " 

- It is, perhaps, precisely be- 
cause of the country's long- 
standing bomogeneity.that the 
growing numberof immigrants 
arriving here is .causing such 
■ trauma. 

Although the numbers are 
relatively tinyjr there were 6,000 
asylum-seekers last year, com- 
pared with 5,000 in 1995 - there 
are fears that giwing hordes are 
simply waiting on Europe's out- 
errim to take advantage ofDe o- 


mark’s generosity. Boats have 
arrived from eastern Europe, 
dumping immigrants from Asia 
on Denmark's shores. 

People are driving because 
they are being refused entry by 
other EU states - particularly 
Germany. Eleven Somalis, re- 
fused asylum in Germany, were 
recently discovered in a car 
crossing the German-Danish 
bender. Denmark granted all 
Bosnians asylum during the 
conflict, whereas Germany, 
which received far more, only 
granted temporary protection. 
In the spring, Bonn is expect- 
ed to forcibly return its Bosni- 
ans, and Denmark fears many 
might try to come here. 

Publicity given to such cases 


hag played into the bands of the 
Danish far-right. Permissive 
Danish Haws on free-spccch al- 
lows neo-Nazi groups here to 
operate with relative freedom. 
To many Danes, it is starting to 
look attractive to be inside the 
EU’s defensive “ring fence." 

A new set of instruments is be- 
ing agreed in Brussels to tackle 
the threat immigrants arc 
deemed to pose to the union. 
The Hi 177-word among Euro- 
pean immigration watchers is 
“burden- sharing” - a euhemism 
for setting up asylum quotas. 

Danish authorities fear that 
if they are not a part of the EU 
system, Denmark will be forced 
to take more of the “burden” 
of refugees than is fair, as asy- 
lum-seekers bypass other Eu- 
ropean countries and head for 
shelter here. 



Russia's quick reaction unit - formed recently to combat possible chemical and bacteriological terrorism - training at Buinovo some 40 miles from Moscow Photograph: Reuters 


N Koreans 
soften line 
on defector 


Seoul (AP) - North Korea yes- 
terday indicated that it could ac- 
cept the defection of Hwang 
Jang Yop, the highest-ranking 
official to flee from the Com- 
munist state to seek asylum in 
South Korea. The apparent 
softening of its position could 
ease the way for Mr Hwang to 
leave the South Korean con- 
sulate in' Peking, where he has 
been holed up since asking for 
asylum there on Wednesday. 

“Ifbe was kidnapped, we can- 
not tolerate and we wiU take de- 
cisive counter-measures," said 
a spokesman of the North's For- 
eign Ministry, quoted by Lhe of- 
ficial news agency. “If he sought 
asylum, it means that he is a 
renegade and he is dismissed.” 

South Korean officials took 
the comment as indicating 
North Korea was abandoning its 
earlier position, in which it had 
rejected Mr Hwang’s defection 
as “inconceivable and impossi- 
ble." Right after his defection. 
North Korea accused South 
Korea of kidnapping him and 
threatened to retaliate. Mr 
Hwang, 73, a key Communist 
theoretician, was once the tu- 
tor of the North Korean leader. 


Kim Jong II. 

Yesterday’s comment "seems 
to imply that North Korea will 
accept it if independent parties, 
like the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, rule that 
Hwang is a political defector." 
said Kang Ho Yang, spokesman 
for Sourh Korea's Unification 
Ministry. The North Korean 
spokesman told the news 
agency that the North asked 
China to investigate Mr 
Hwang’s “disappearance.” 

His comment was the first 
sign of a possible breakthrough 
in the stand-off at South Korea's 
consulate in Peking, where 
North Koreans had been keep- 
ing a vigil. 

In deciding whether to allow 
Mr Hwang to proceed to South 
Korea. China faces a dilemma. 
It does not want to infuriate 
North Korea, on whose side it 
fought in the Korean Whr. Chi- 
na also has diplomatic lies with 
Seoul and wants to encourage 
growing commercial ties. 

In Peking, China kepi silent 
yesterday on Mr Hwang's fate. 
Police backed by an armoured 
car and water cannon guarded 
the South Korean consulate. 
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Rwandan rebels warn UN: 
cleanse camp or we attack 


David Orr 

Goma, Zaire 


Tune is running out for an 
estimated 130.000 Rwandan re- 
fugees in Tingi Tingi camp in 
eastern Zaire. The clock is also 
ticking for the United Nations 
which has been given an ulti- 
matum by rebels: cleanse it of 
armed fighters or we attack. 

Rebel leader Laurent Kabi- 
la has agreed to extend for an 
unspecified period his deadline 
which had initially been set for 
today. If the UN fails to respond 
to his demand, he says his 
forces will have no option but 
to attack the camp, many of 
whose residents are suffering 
from hunger and disease. 

Mr Kabila, who leads the Al- 
liance of Democratic Forces for 
the Liberation of Congo-Zaire 
(ADFL). issued the demand af- 
ter it was revealed that arms had 
been flown into the camp. 

The Zairean government, 
which since last October has 
been desperately trying to halt 
the rebel advance, is the prin- 
cipal suspect in the supply of 
arms to Tingi Tingi. 

UN Secretary’ General Kofi 
Annan, who has confirmed the 
illegal delivery of arms to the 
camp, has sent a special envoy. 
Mohammed Sahnoun. to ne- 
gotiate with the Zairean govern- 
ment in the capital, Kinshasa. 

The UN High Commission- 
er for Refugees, Sadako Oga- 
ta, who recently visited Tingi 
Tingi. has repeatedly appealed 
to Mr Kabila to allow the 
camp's residents to return safe- 
ly to their native Rwanda. 

Haring conceded that there 
is a problem with extremists liv- 
ing alongside the refugees, Mrs 
Ogata said last week that she 
had no solution for separating 
the two groups. 

The Zairean government, 
which denies the charges of sup- 
plying arms to the camp, has 
been fighting a losing battle 
against "the rebels who now 
control most of eastern Zaire. 
Kinshasa has been recruiting 
foreign mercenaries and exiled 
Rwandan extremists to bolster 
its own flagging army. 

Tingi Tingi lies directly in the 
path of the rebels who are 
committed to the overthrow of 
Zairean president, Mobutu 



Front line: Zairean youths from Kaiemi waiting yesterday to join the Laurent Kabila's rebel 
army. Around 480 signed up, joining thousands of recruits In recent weeks Photograph: AP 


Six die in bombing raids 


Kalemie, Zaire (AP) — Zairean government 
aircraft dropped bombs on the rebel-held 
town of Bukavu yesterday, killing six and 
wounding at least 20, aid workers said. 

The mffltary confirmed that they bombed the 
eastern Zairean town and two other towns con- 
trolled by rebels - Shabunda and Wall kale, 
where the casualty count is not yet known. 

A defence ministry spokesman said the at- 
tacks would “intensify” and called on civil- 


ians living in rebel-held territory to leave in 
order to avoid loss of human life. 

The rebel leader, Laurent Kabila, condem- 
ned the bombings as “terrorist action", and 
Scdd his Alliance of Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Congo-Zaire. is preparing “to bring ■ 
the war where those planes are coming 
from”. The aircraft are believed to have come 
from the direction of Kisangani, a government 
stronghold 300 miles north-west of Bukavu. 


Sese Seko. It is one of the last 
strongholds in Zaire for 
refugees from Rwanda's Hutu 
majority who fled their country 
following the 1994 genocide of 
at least half a million Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus. 

Among the refugees who 
settled in eastern Zaire were 
many Hutu extremists respon- 
sible for the genocide. When 
late last year the rebels drove 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandan refugees out of their 
camps in eastern Zaire, many 
militants were among the tide 
of humanity which poured back 
into Rwanda. 

Countless exiled Hutu fight- 
er? and extremists, however, 
turned westwards into the Zaire- 
an rainforest. Thousands of in- 
nocent refugees were forced to 
flee with them as cover. 

Hemmed in by the conflict be- 
tween the Zairean arms' and the 
ADFL rebels, ihev settled with 


their families in Tingi Tingi 
and other encampments. 

“Die refugees are no Lour en- 
emy," says Raphael Ghenda. 
ADFL Commissioner for In- 
formation. “These people have 
been taken hostage by members 
of the former Rwandan army 
and militants who are killers.' 

“They are being used as a hu- 
man shield. We have asked the 
international community to dis- 
arm these killers and remove 
them from the camp. If this is 
not done we’ll have to find our 
own solution." 

Speaking in the eastern 
Zairean city of Goraa. head- 
quarters of the ADFL, Mr 
GheDda admitted that there 
was a danger of innocent peo- 
ple losing their lives if an attack 
was launched on the camp. 
However. he insisted the ADFL 
had no choice. He said the at- 
tack would target killers, not in- 
nocent refugees. The Rwandan 


government has indicated that 
it would welcome home the re- 
maining refugees, despite grow- 
ing insecurity within its borders 
since the repatriation of more 
than a million Hums towards 
the end of last year. 

Rwanda's Tutsi-led army is 
blaming returned Hutu guer- 
rillas for a series of recent at- 
tacks on Rwandan civilians and 
foreign aid workers. 

‘‘Diis time we would screen 
returnees at the border," says 
Major Emmanuel Ndahiro in 
the Rwandan capital, Kigali. 

But the 200,000 Rwandan 
Hutus who remain inside Zaire 
show no signs of preparing 
to go home. The UN says most 
are being prevented from leav- 
ing by militants in their midst. 

Meanwhile, the lives of hun- 
dreds of children and elderly 
people in the refugee camps are 
at risk, and an unknown num- 
ber are said to have died already. 




You can now buy 


PC for the same 
price as an 
ordinary PC. ^ 


For the saint* price an an HP V'cclra 
V Line with an Intel Pentium pror-i^sor 
you ran buy an ordinary PC from any other 
manufacturer. 

Bui you won’t have Hewlett-Packard's 
rw-njyi isort qiiulil.V und reliability. You won't 
luive the HP service and support which lias 
won the PC’ Magazine "Servica and 
Reliability" Award for :» years running. 

And there’s every rhoncr you won’t 


have advanced features to niairh HP’s DM I 
cnmplianry < allowing more Ilian OHO features, to 
lx* controlled across the network), acelcr.iled 
PCI local bus and power nuiungi-menr 
In short, you won't have a Pent iuin 
processor-based HP Vc.-t.rn V Line. 

Hut for the same price a* an ordinary 
PC. you could have. 

For more derails, phone one of our 
authorised resellers today. 


Win | HEWLETT' 
PACKARD 


AulluM Reseller 
Personal Computer 
Products 


To place your order 
conun any or the 
following resellers:- 


CBNisys 

Eynshmm. Oxfordshire - 
OIS65 HU 1 123 

UNZ LIMITED 
London - 0171 729 1414 


BtlNTEBS 
CONTRACTS LTD 
Barking. Essex - 
OI6I 594 6044 

. PREFERRED 
COMPUTERS * 
NETWORKS 
Manchester - 
OISI S77 7878 

CENTRELINE 
COMPUTERS LTD 
Bracknell. Berkshire - 
01 1144 .101160 

OFFICE VISION 
SAKbridKeworth. Herts - 
OI279 600066 

CAB ASSIST LTD 
Stockport, Cheshire - 
UIC1 440 8122 

OFTICOM DATA 
Barnstaple. Devon - 
01271 327315 

CCS MEDIA LTD 
Akoi, Berkshire - 
01.144 885555 


, OrEN SYSTEMS 
GROUP LTD 
Nottingham . 

(II 15 912 7000 


PC SYSTEM FEATURES 


• Intel P'-nilum pro. m.-ure 
IiiiM-iMi Ml It. • « nr I*. MU E1«» 

1 1AM. >'X|umildhK- IJlv'IUllJ 

• JliiKEl stiirhronou* plpo-ilii,. 
lined ear |u> • I I as. I *, ,.r 


2 TIB hunt all'll, - lnti-gri,ia-.l 
P I mi .Mai nix Vtlli'iininn, 
rini|ilnr-> * Enh.iin iil iliR |V| 
l;iw ii.i«i inhc • p,,.|,,j,|i,h jijjj 
• I |. lo i, !rr .Inn • C|, 

<■ LLiv-, » \ihnn, i-il wiirii) 
(•■mm.-. • Pi.-I.Hiibtl Wm.lnu „ 


WIIMtaltkv 

Ml 

* '* years 
•»4(IVIllV. 
I js.jr 
on Mir 

J mir, 
leli.ni 



miffwir 



?; 


I 





I 


.. _ ", 1 :. 


-s.* tssfc* 


TUESDAY IS FEBRUARY 19 f> 7 • THE INnEPEND^tga , 


America’s iron lady goes to work as chill thaws in east Europe 

Full steam ahead for 
the Albright express 


John Carlin 

Washington 

Madeleine Albright began her 
maiden voyage around the 
world as the new United States 
secretary of state with a stop fa 
Rome, where the press prompt- 
ly dubbed her "the Iron Lady” 
- an image which sheds more 
Light on Italian anxieties about 
females fa high office than it 
does on the character of the 
most powerful woman 'in Amer- 


ican history. 

By the lime “the Albright Ex- 
press", in her own whimsical 
words, concludes its 10-day, 
nine-country tour of Europe, 
Russia, China and South Korea 
the comparison with Margaret 
Thatcher will be wearing rather 
thin. 

Yes, she wears her patriotism 
in her sleeve. Her belief that 
“America truly is the indispens- 
able nation" is drenched with the 
gratitude of one whose family 
discovered fa the US a safe 
haven after the storms of Nazism 
and Communism had buffeted 
her native Czechoslovakia dur- 
ing the Second World War. 

And she is more than grate- 
ful, amazed - more My Fair Lady 
than Iron Lady - at the bounties 
the land of opportunity has de- 
livered. From her public pro- 
nouncements Cl am kind of this 
American story") one senses 
that she has to pinch herself 
sometimes to convince herself it 
is tiue that she, this mother of 
three who left it until her forties 
to leave borne and start a career 
as a researcher, has achieved 
such phenomena) success. 

The reason she has done so 
staggeringly well is that she 
shares witb'Baroness Thatcher 
another quality, a dogged re- 
solve to get her own way - as 
demonstrated most recently by 



Madeleine Albright, the new US secretary of state, with 
the German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, in Bonn yesterday 


the single-minded aggression 
with which she hounded 
Boutros Boutros Ghaii out of 
the United Nations. And she 
has a tendency to lecture peo- 
ple, the Italians having received 
an earful on Sunday for doing 
business with “rogue states" 
like Libya, Iraq and Cuba. 

But here the Iron Lady anal- 
ogy abruptly ends. Mrs Al- 
bright is a woman with a sense 
of humour. Lecture she might 
but a smile is never far from her 
face and she always has a self- 
effacing pleasantry at the ready. 
Imagine Lady Thatcher con- 
fessing in an interview, *Tm not 
that smart. I work very hard." 
Or, as Mrs Albright candidly re- 
marked to reporters accompa- 


nying her on her coming-out 
world tour, her style is “friend- 
ly", “It's a very people-to- 
people style, everybody has 
their own style and 1 am trying 
my own out". 

Style is not a word one would 
associate with her diffident, 
owlish predecessor Warren 
Christopher whose lack of “peo- 
ple” skills was one reason why 
the Clinton administration 
found itself so often at odds with 
Capitol Hill on foreign policy. 

Mrs Albright's greatest 
strength is her capacity to pro- 
ject a confident, assertive per- 
sonality without provolfing 
antagonism. No member of 
President Clinton’s cabinet elic- 
its support across a wider base. 


She has charmed Jesse Helms, 
the Cold War dinosaur who 
chairs the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, while win- 
ning the admiration of the 
feminists and other “liberals" 
whom Senator Helms and his 
conservative colleagues deplore. 

For now, at least, the world 
may take comfort in the knowl- 
edge that when Mrs Albright 
speaks she does so, on most, im- 
portant issues, on behalf of the 
US government as a whole. It 
was a constant source of frus- 
tration to allies and foes alike 
during the first Clinton term that 
the White House was saying one 
thing and Congress something 
else. That led to paralysis, for 
example, on Bosnia. 

Within the convoluted world 
of Washington politics Mrs Al- 
bright will emerge as the clos- 
est one can find to a coherent 
voice. And voice is the word. 
She is, as has been observed, the 
queen of the soundbite, a pub- 
lic attribute that combined with 
her winning ways in private 
make her the ideal saleswoman 
of American foreign policy. 

Her weakness is that she is 
not a policy maker, as one of the 
rival aspirants to her job, 
Richard Holbrooke, would 
have been. But there are ben- 
efits here too. Mr Holbrooke, 
whose abrasiveness as assistant 
secretary of state for Europe, 
was what was needed eventually 
to bring the Bosnian Serbs to 
heel would undoubtedly have 
led to running spats with the 
Pentagon, the CIA and the 
White House. 

Mrs Albright is a team play- 
er, utterly loyal to the president 
who made her queen. When for- 
eign leaders meet her they need 
not nag themselves with the 
troubling doubt that she might 
be speaking for heiself alone. 



Hungary and Romania sign pact 


Duncan Shiete 

Reuter • 

Debrecen — The defence min- 
isters of Hungary and Romania 
confirmed a warming of rela- 
tions between the two countries 
yesterday by setting up a joint 
military unit and signing an 
accord on the protection of 
military secrets. 

Analysts believe the agree- 
ments reached will enhance 
both countries' chances of ear- 
ly Nato membership and could 
mean Romania joining the 
current favourites - the Czech 
Republic, Poland and Hungaiy 
- in the first group of new mem- 
bers to Nato to be announced 
at the alliance '5 next summit in 
July. 


“We have signed an agree- 
ment on the protection of se- 
crets that wiu enable ... close 
military co-operation." Hun- 
gaiy’s Defence Minister, Gyoigy 
Keleti, said, after signing the ac- 
cord with his Romanian coun- 
terpart, Victor Babiuc, in the 
Hungarian dty of Debrecen 
□ear the Romanian border. 

“We have also agreed to set 
up a joint Hungarian-Roman- 
ian peace-keeping battalion for 
use with Nato, the United Na- 
tions and the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope." 

Hungary’s defence ministry 
official responsible for Nato 
integration, Istvan Gyarmati, 
said he and his Romanian coun- 
terpart had been entrusted with 


woriring out the details of the 
new unit. Mr Gyarmati added 
that the Romanian part of the 
new battalion will be based in 
Romania and the Hungarian 
part in Hungary, with a joint 
command and joint exercises. 

Mr Keleti said the agreement 
on the protection and exchange 
of military secrets was H an- 
gary’s first with mi East Euro- 
pean neighbour. “It will entitle 
us to exchange important mil- 
itary information." he said. “So 
far, we only have such agree- 
ments with the United States, 
Germany and Sweden." 

Bucharest's new centre-right 
government, elected last No- 
vember after seven years of rule 
by ex- Communists, is trying to 
boost Romania's chances of 


early admission to Nato by 
developing a new partnership 
with Hungary. 

Romania’s new President, 
Emil Constantinescu, appoint- 
ed two leaden of Hungary's eth- 
nic minority to his government, 
while Foreign Minister Adrian 
Severm’s first trip abroad was 
to Hungary, to exchange ratified 
basic treaty documents with 
his Hungarian counterpart, 
Laszlo Kovacs. 

The treaty, signed in Sep- 
tember, aims to end old quar- 
rels by guaranteeing Romania’s 
western borders and ensuring 
the rights of Romania's 1.6 mil- 
lion ethnic Hungarians. It is 
seen as vital to the ambitious of 
Romania and Hungaiy to move 
closer to Europe. 


Men in suits: Astronauts Mark C Lee and Steven L Smith, seen here reflected hi Lee’s visor, standing at the 
flight support system in the aft cargo bay of the space shuttle Discovery during the third spacewalk taken to 
service the Hubble telescope Photograph: AP/Nasa 

Gurkha families can come to UK 


Paul Majemfie 

Reuters . 

Gurkha soldiers from Nepal 
won the right yesterday to bang 
their families with them to 
Britain under a one 1 million 
pound package announced by 
the Government. 

“We expect that under these 
arrangements some 900 Gurkha 
dependents, wives and children 
will come to the United King- 
dom," the armed forces minis- 
ter, Nicholas Soames. told 
Parliament. 

With the handover of Hong 
Kong to China due in June, the 


British army took the opportu- 
nity to stage its first major re- 
view for 40 years of Gurkha 
terms of service.These terms 
were originally laid out fa a 1947 
tripartite agreement tty Britain, 
Nepal and India, which also 
takes Gurkhas in its army. 

Nepali soldiers, famed for 
their hardiness, loyalty and 
combat skills, have served with 
the British army for ISO years. 
They suffered 43,000 casualties 
in the two world wars and have 
been awarded 26 Victoria Cros- 
ses, Britain’s supreme medal for 
bravery. The British Army cur- 
rently has 3.250 Gurkhas serv- 


ing in Hong Kong. Brunei and 
Britain, although numbers have 
been sharply reduced in the 
British anoyance the end of the 
Gold Whr. 

The handover of Hong Kong 
to China will focus the Gurkhas 
much more fa Britain, where an 
extra 450 married quarters are 
being made available for thetn. 
Mimsters had felt it was unjust 
to separate Gurkha families 
and believed that the Nepali- 
born soldiers should be treated 
the same as Britisb-born soldiers. 

Mr Soames said: ‘Taking ad- 
vantage of the drawdown fa 
Hong Kong and the relocation 


of most of the JGurkha] brig- 
ade to tiae UK. toe ministry of 
defence has undertaken a ma- 
jor review in order to restore 
fairness and equity." 

Pay levels will be standard- 
ised, with the new average 
salary for corporals at an across- 
the-board rate of £13.000. 

Gurkha soldiers will also be 
able either to send then children 
to British schools or gel edu- 
cation allowances back home. 
Mr Soames expected that most 
Gurkhas would opt for Nepab 
boarding schools for their chil- 
dren. The soldiers get five 
months’ leave every three years. 



County set decamps to Hungarian plain 


Adrian Bridge 

Kiskore 

When Richard Merriken told 
fanning friends in the UK that 
be planned to take on toe run- 
ning of a vast farm on toe edge 
of toe Hungarian puszta they 
thought be bad taken leave of 
his senses. “Can’t ssty I envy you, 
old boy.” was a typical response. 
“It will never work." 

TDling toe fertile black soil of 
the great Hungarian plain has 
thrown up challenges that Mr 
Merriken never encountered 
as toe owner of a modest-sized 
farm in Bedfordshire. But after 
almost one-and-a-balf years in 
Hungary, he at fast feels that he 
is getting on top of things. He 
also believes be is sitting on a 
nice little earner. 

“Look at the scale of this 
place," he says, pointing to the 
scatc-of the-art satellite map of 
his 3*500 hectare farm dose to 
the Hungarian village of 
Kiskore. “It is much bigger than 
anything I could have got back 
home with just a fraction of the 
running costs. In toe long run it 
has got to be a goldmine." 

Mr Merriken, 32. is one of a 
growing number of British farm- 
ers who. despairing at the high 
prices and low supply of quali- 
ty land at home are begin- ding 
to set their sights farther afield: 
to Hungaiy and elsewhere in 
central and eastern Europe. 

As with most of the industrial 
sectors in toe region, toe British 
have left it late, following in toe 
wake of their more astute Aus- 
trian, German arid Scan dinav ian 
colleagues who were quicker to 
sniff out toe opportunities for 
farmers following toe collapse 
of communism in 1989. 

•Although many of the prize 
plots have long since gone there 
are stiD some bargains to be had 
and over the past few months 
convoys of British farmers have 



been flocking to attend agricult- 
ural “study tours" fa toe region. 

“There are possibilities here 
for all sorts of farming: arable, 
daily, poultry and pigs," said Pe- 
ter Bennett, a British agriculture 
and property consultant who 
last year arranged a study tour 
for British farmers. “Hungaiy 
already boasts a highly devel- 
oped agriculture industry and 
with the country likely to join 
toe EU within toe next decade, 
it is an attractive proposition." 

Setting up as a farmer in 
Hungary, though, is easier said 
than done. For are start, al- 


though good agricultural land 
here is currently selling for 
around £250 an acre compared 
with between £1,500 and £6,000 
an acre in toe UK foreigners 
are not allowed to buy it fol- 
lowing the passage of a 1994 law 
aimed at preventing too much 
of the country falling into non- 
Hungarian hands. Legally, the 
only way in is through buying 
shares in a firm to which farm- 
ing land is attached or, as in toe 
case of Mr Merriken and his 
three UK partners, bv taking out 
a lease (currently for a maxi- 
mum period of 10 years). 


However, there are a host of 
practical problems, as Mr Mer- 
riken discovered when he took 
over the running of the Kiskore 
farm fa September 1995. 

“When 1 first came here I did 
not have a clue," be said. "On 
my first day at work I sudden- 
ly found myself having to ad- 
dress a crowd of suspidous- 
lookfag people without know- 
ing a word of Hungarian. I 
simply did not understand what 
was going on around me. 

Like most of Hungary's for- 
mer state collectives, the 
Kiskore farm, which specialis- 


es in wheat, had become gross- 
ly over-manned and inefficient. 
Idling and drinking on the job 
were rife while removing diesel 
fuel from tractor* or fertilisers 
for private plots were consid- 
ered perks of the job. 

“Under communism. Hun- 
garian agricultural labourers 
were paid so little that there was 
no incentive to work and steal- 
ing was considered fair game," 
said Mr Merriken. “Changing 
that mentality has been - and 
still is - our greatest challenge” 

The introduction of several 
state-of-the-art tractors and 


Collective disaster Under i 
communist rule, state farms 
in Hungary became grossly 
over-manned and inefficient 
Western fanners have revO' ^A^T* 
hitfonhad them wfthne w tech - "~l 
no logy and working methods > 


combine harvesters helped coo- j 

vince an originally sceptical \ 

workforce that the British . 
farmer with his red Land Rover 
and Labrador meant business. 

So too did Mr Memkcn’s un- 
conventional tendency to roll up .. 
his shirt sleeves and' drive the 
combine harvesters himself, his . \ 
decision to up the general wage 
level to 50p an hour (20 per cent 
more than local competitors} > 
and to reward employees with_ 
bonuses and promotion. 

New technology and working 
methods have resulted fa toe 
sacldngs of many of the older 
workers at Kiskore who either 
would not or could not adapt, f 1 r 
but new workers have been tak- " ^ 
en on as a result of toe dramatic 
increase fa the farm’s output and 
expansion of its dairy section. 

Agriculture ministiy officials 
in Budapest acknowledge that 
the introduction of Western 
farming methods cac only raise 
overall standards fa Hungaiy 
ahead ofite hoped-for enliy into 
the EU. "It's good for us and it’s . 
good for you too," enthused 
Sander Oravecz, a senior figure - 
in the ministry* - — - 

On a good day. Mr Merriken 
shares those sentiments; On a .z 
bad day. when the icy Siberian . 
wind comes shooting across the ; 
ptaaa, be admits . to . feeling -.•••* 
somewhat isolated among his 
thousands of hectares 

“There’s not mucfrtiPa social . >.§jj 
life here," he concedes! “Oeca- . • . 
sfonalty I go down to toe village r j: ; : 
and drink a few beers with the 
men. Sometimes we resort tor.; . 
chess. Hungary is a far cry from-)-; 
toe Home Counties." 
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Mck a plan for a conference to 
establish what happened to 
Naa gold during and after 
World War-lfco. The idea came 
from members of a British 
cross-party group on anti-senri- 

tem m a meeting with the Swiss 

Foreign Minister, Flavio Cot- 
ti, in Berne. 

The Labour MP Grerville 
Janner, who is also a vice-pres- 
ident of the World Jewish Con- 
gress, said other governments 
would now be approached to set 
up the meeting, but securing 
Swiss backing had been vital as 
a first move. “It could not work 
without the full co-operation of 
the Swiss.’ 1 

The aim is to speed the pool- 
ing of information in a form of 
“truth commission". Although 
Switzerland was at the centre of 
transactions of gold owned, 

and in many cases looted by the 

Nazis, it was not alone. Other 
countries including Sweden, 
Portugal and Arg entina a fan ac- 
cepted gold whose origins have 
been questioned by Jewish 
groups who believe much of it 
came from Holocaust vic tims 
Mr Janner was joined by the 
Conservative David Hunt, a 


fellow member of the Inter-Par- Britain, America and Prance, 
liamentary Council on Anti- hadbeendue to make the final 
Semitism, and the Labour MEP distribution of amtmd Sfiftm thk 
Glyn Ford for the day’s meet- ' year. This has been suspended 
ings. Switzerland has just begun "forthetime being after claims 


its own inquiry into what hap- 
pened after doannents found in 
the US and Britain raised ques- 
tions about its war-lane dealings 
and prompted a storm of in- 
ternational pressure. 

Mr Janner said the propos- 
al meant all the countries that 
bought or bandied Nazi gold 
should pool their knowledge on 
bow much there was and where 
it went. “There are two objects. 
The first is to find the truth for 
its own sake. The second is to 
consider whether, on the baas 
of the truth, funds can be made 
available, first for the (Holo- 
caust) survivors and their fam- 
ilies; arid second, to ensure 
that there is never a future 
Holocaust.” 

The whereabouts of much of 
the wealth is unknown. How- 
ever, one stockstill exists. It was 
recovered by the Allies at the 
end of the war to provide resti- 
tution to countries whose re- 
serves were looted when 
Germany invaded them. Most 
of the 377 tonnes was distrib- 
uted some time ago, but the Tri- 
partite Gold Commission of | 
























p ^ r 






-*i 




~ : • 




■- : 


-v 






from Jewish organisations that 
foe remamder. should not goto 
gcwenuxteais bat to Jewish fim- 
mes who lost their wealth un- 
der the Nam. In a gesture of 
conciliatfon from the Swiss yes- 
terday, the British delegation 
was also told that previously se- 
cret lists of 13, 000 Jews refused 
entry to Geneva when they 
sought to escape persecution 
would be released. Many fam- 
ilies are still trying to establish 
what happened to members 
during the war. 

Gold and the Holocaust, 
page 15 
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Call of the wild: The first team of sled dogs heading out yesterday for foe start of the Race to. the Sky in Lincoln, Montana. Warm temperatures 
made the going rough and some of the m ushers were preparing to wait in foe shade and run their teams at night Photograph: Tim ThompsoiVAP 
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Tajik rebels free their 
last five UN hostages 

An Islamic rebel group in Tajikistan freed the last five 
hostages it held, all of them UN workers, a Tajik official 
said. President Imomali Rakhmonov, who negotiated the 
release, greeted them at the village of Obigarm. All the 
hostages - two UN military observers and three workers 
with the UN refugee agency - were on then: way to 
Dushanbe. Reuter - Dushanbe 


It eome tol Bomb kills Spanish policeman 
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A policeman was killed as his car exploded in the north 
Spanish town of Bilbao. A bomb was placed in his car, 
which was parked at the back of a school. Police said it 
was too early to say if the separatist group Eta was 
behind the attack. Reuter- Madrid 

Australian extortion deadline 

Australian police told shoppers to be vjgfiahtas the 
deadline m an extortion threat arrived. An extortionist 
threatened to plant poisoned biscuits on supermarket 
shelves along the east coast from last night. The 
extortionist has demanded police involved in a 1991 
murder case take a lie-detector test in an attempt to prove 
the innocence of a friend. Reuter - Brisbane 

Starry US puff for Cuban cigar 

Cuba has invited 100 US business leaders and celebrities 
to a dinner in Havana next week to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of the Cohiba cigar. As most Americans are 
forbidden to travel to the island, Cuban officials are mum 
on who is on the guest list but reports say Jade Nicholson, 
Danny de Vito. Matt DiHon and Arnold Schwarzenegger . 
may be among them. Reuter - Fort Lauderdale 

US and India expel envoys 

A meeting between an Indian intelligence official and a 
US diplomat resulted in the American’s expulsion from 
India, the US Embassy said. Indian papers said the US . 
retaliated bv ordering'two Indian diplomats out of 
Washington. Newspapers reported last month that Rattan 
Sehcal wax fired as counter-intelligence chief for India s - 
Imeilieence Bureau because of the meeting, which Delhi 
said was unauthorised. AP - New Delhi 

Portugal’s leader in Macau . 

The Portuguese President. Jorge Sampai^ is due In 
Poriuimcs?-administercd Macau for a six-day visit before 
travelling to China. HewUl discuss the trarcmon of 
Macau to China in 1999. Neuter Macau 

Europe honour for Delors 
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Armada 1130 

Intel Pentium® 120-MHz processor 
1 GB hard drive 
16-MB memory 
10.4" CSTN screen. 


We’re increasing the value and reducing the prices on all our Armada notebooks. 
In fact, the whole range has large price reductions of up to 23%. This means Compaq 
quality notebooks are now even more affordable. 

And. that includes the highly practical, really easy to use Armada 1130, with 120-MHz 
Pentium processor. What’s more, ail this comes from the world’s leading PC company. 

For more information contact your reseller or for a brochure pack send off the 
coupon or call us between 8.30am and 8pm. (9am-Spm at weekends.) 

Tel: 0990 50 00 20 
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John Homer 


Prophetically, perhaps. John 
Homer was bom on 5 Novem- 
ber 1911. as for most of his life 
his reputation was that of a left- 
wing firebrand exploding with 
genuine fury at the exploitation 
of waiters, particularly in the fire 
sen-ice. His famous ’Fireman’s 
Charter was one of the out- 
standing trades union successes 
of the Second World War. Sur- 


prisingly, he was also a polymath, 
fascinated bv art, philosophv 


fascinated by art philosophy 
and Englisfi literature who 
would, in other social circum- 
stances, have almost certainly 
opted for life as a historian. 

Hjs father was an illiterate 
building labourer but his moth- 
er was intelligent and encour- 
aged his education at a local 
grammar school in Waltham- 
stow, east London. With no 
chance of the further education 
he would have enjoyed, he left 
at 15 to start work as a trainee 
manager at Harrods. He de- 
parted rapidly and joined the 
Merchant Navy, where he loved 
the life and tty 1932 had achieved 
his Second Mate's Certificate. 
The economic depression was 


reaching its trough- The Mer- 
chant Navy was cutting ships and 
crews. By 1933 he was unem- 
ployed. It was then that he 
joined the London Fire Brigade. 

Immediately he was appalled 
at the working conditions and 
the attitude of the authorities to- 
wards the crews. Working from 
within the Brigade at first, and 
with considerable courage in a 
reactionary atmosphere, he be- 
gan to press for improved pay, 
working hours and working 
practices but his breakthrough 
came in 1939 when the Auxil- 
iary Fire Service was inaugu- 
rated and. for the first time, 
“amateurs" and even women 
were expected to work with the 
professionals. In 1939, as the 
war started and following a 
left-wing coup d'etat he became 
the General Secretary of the 
Fire Brigades Union. 

One of his earliest moves 
was to lead them into an inten- 
sive battle to attract AFS mem- 
bers to join, along with the 
professionals. “The situation 
was acute," he wrote later. “We 
cound not afford to allow the 
AFS to remain unorganised . . . 
more important, we could not al- 
low some other body, union or 
otherwise, to organise the AFS." 

Under his charismatic lead the 
membership swelled from 3.000 
to 69,000 and by 1941 be had the 
power he needed to force 
through essential reforms. Many 
Ere crews were, at times, work- 
ing up to 1 10 hours a week and, 
through poor government fore- 
sight, some bad been existing in 
condemned schools, cellars, huts 


and even sleeping on pave- 
ments. In London, the AFS had 


only one set of uniforms each 
and at the height of the Blitz, re- 
turning to their stations soaked 
to the skin with water, fre- 
quently had to clean their 


while their trousers dried, 
Homers pressure forced the 
Home Office, in desperation, to 
buy up 25,000 pains of postmen’s 
trousers for the men until 
proper supplies were available. 

Already, the union had pub- 
lished a pamphlet. Your Right to 
Compensation, and distributed it 
throughout the British fire ser- 
vice. In 1W1, during the lull 
which followed the Blitz. Homer 
launched the famous Fireman's 
Charter, demanding five main 
points- a national minimum ba- 
sic wage of £4 a week, full pay 
while sick or injured, a 72-hour 
week (enemy action excluded K 
a just discipline code and a 
proper system of promotion. 

The launch of the Charter was 
followed fry 400 mass meetings 
throughout Britain. In April 
Wl the National Fire Service 
was founded, and soon after, the 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


H l WARD: Jimx* Helena, on 1 7 R:t>- 
ruarv. ai home. Beloved mother of 
Am hi vo and Vcmna. and bcrcnuiJ- 
ctiildrun. Nxrlmln*. Jcsaura. Nina, Si- 
mon. Eranui and Jcrany. Cremation 
mil be private and tncmuriaJ service 
mil be arranged. Donatkmh, if desired 
lo Furniture History Society Imran 
Fund, co Kenyon's 40 Modoc** Rood. 
London W’H bLA. 

POLLOCK: Philip, passed away peace- 
fully in hcspiul. on Saiurdny 15 Fcb- 
luaiy, after a lone illness, borne with 
gicni courage arid fortitude. Muett- 
fmed husband ot the fate Venetia R4- 
livk and death tvlnved father of 
Francesca. Adam and Mauhev,-. 
There mil he a service at S| Michael 
and St Georue. Commonwealth Av- 
enue. London Wt:. on Friday Zi 
Fcbniaiy.at I l.tni.and.iftenvanfsat 
Weller Court. Flowers to l.H. Keny- 
on. -W MariiX's RuaiL London US 
liLV telvph»'«ne IM71-U3" 1(757. Then; 
will lv a memiirial veosevui Beaulieu, 
due to he eonTimied. 


Vnmtum.-cim.nw for Caret te BIRTHS, 
UAKRLVCKS & DEATHS (Births. 
Vilop lions Mairiaccs, Deaths. Memo* 
rial Services 'Veil dmc anah ersuics. In 
Mcmoriainj should be scut in nritin* 
lu the Cawtlf Editor; The Independent. 
1 Cutiada Square. Canary Wharf. Lou- 
don EH 5DL. telephoned to 0I7I-2V 
Mi: wr b\cd toOt7\-2M SOUL and are 


Charged ar ttJfl a line |VAT eura). 
OTHER Uaztfic announcements rau.st 
be .submitted in vritiBg lor faxed) and 
arc charged ui £10 a line, VAT extra. 
They should be accompanied by a day- 
time telephone number. 


Home Office conceded that fire- 
fighters should be treated on the 
same basis as other servicemen, 
with full injury pay up U> 26 
weeks. Not all the points were 
w but It was an impressive be- 
ginning to an era of increasing 
success for the FBU. 

Despite his reputation, 
Horner could be co-opcrativc. 
It was a tribute to his authori- 
ty and a sign of official accep- 
tance of the rapidly growing 


FBU power that when plans for 
nationally organised Home 
Cover and Task Force units 
were introduced in 1944 to 
counter Lhe effects of renewed 
enemy air attacks on London, 
the authorities invited him to 
join them in the preliminary 
discussions and were relieved to 
receive his full support. 

When the wax — and the Na- 
tional Fire Service - ended, 
Homer once more instigated 
campaigns for better pay, bet- 
ter safety (including the con- 
troversial fight to end the use 
of hook ladders), shorter hours, 
belter conditions and equip- 
ment and better pensions which 
were to continue until his 
retirement in 1%4. 

Always on the extreme left- 
wing politically and, like many 
others at that time, inspired by 
the heroism of the Soviet peo- 
ple during the war, Homer had 
joined the Communist Party in 
1945 although he had been 
offered a nomination by the 
Labour Party for the first post- 
war election. Later, he regret- 
ted the move, particularly as the 



Homer, constructive thinking 


Communist Party strove to 
dominate the policies of British 
trade unions. After the Soviets' 
violent action in suppressing the 
Hungarian uprising in 1956 he 
resigned, taking with him ail his 
fellow Communist leaders of the 
Fire Brigades Union. Soon af- 
ter this, he found a more satis- 
fying niche in the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament. 


Horner resigned from the 
FBU in 1964 to become Labour 
MP for Oldbury and Halesowen 
for six years, serving as a mem- 
ber of the Select Committee on 
Nationalised Industries and, 
following an official visit to the 
Far East publishing a Report on 
the Pacific Dependencies. His 
life as an MP was not as suc- 
cessful as his past years as a trade 
union leader and after losing his 
seat in 1970 he settled into ear- 
ly retirement and. in 1974, pub- 
lished his book Studies in 
Industrial Democracy. 

Despite his battles with the 
London Fire Brigade, he kept 
his fireman's black silk scarf as 
a nostalgic souvenir, and re- 
mained active in body and mind, 
gardening and studying local his- 
tory until he died suddenly and 
peacefully in his armchair at 
home in Ross-on-Wyc. He had 
been a lonely man since the 
death of his wife Pat after 5S 
years of happy marriage. 

Sally Holloway 


High-profile trade union lead- 
ers who come late in life to 
membership of the House of 
Commons often come to grief, 
writes Tam Dalyeli. They trip 
over the procedures, are irri- 


Birthdays 

Mr Rob Andrew, rugby player. 34; 
Mr MJ. Argent. Chief Constable. 
Nonh Wales. 52: Mr Michael Buerfc. 
television newscaster. 51: Miss He- 
len Gurley Bronn, author and mag- 
azine editor. 75: Miss Phyllis CaJven, 
actress. Si Mr Jnse-M.iria Cantsares. 
golfer. 5(1: Miss Jean E, Cooke, 
painter, 70: Miss Sinead Cusack, ac- 
tress, 49; Mr Rny Dean, funner 
diplomat. 7(1; Mr Phillip DcFreitas. 
cricketer. 31: Mr Len Deighton. 
novelist. 68; Lt-Gen Sir Donald 
Dunstan. former Governor of South 
Australia. 74; Professor Edward Ed- 
wards. former Vice-Chancellor. 

Bradford University, S3: Mr Cyril 
English, pres idem. Nationwide 
Housing Ihist, 74; Mr M3i w Rnrovtn. 
film director. 65: Sir Charles 
FrossunL a former judge of the 
Courts of Appeal Of Jersey and 
Guernsey and Bailiff of Guernsey. 75: 
Sir Erie Gairy. Cornier prime minis- 
ter of Grenada. 75: Mr Graeme 
Garden, actor and scriptwriter, 54; 
Miss Tessa Hillon. Conner Editor. 
Sunday Minor. 46; Dr James Hous- 
ton, Etncrilus Physician. Guys Hos- 
pital. Sfr. MKs Prue Leilh. cookery 
writer and restaurateur, 57: Mr Pe- 
ter Luff MR 42; Professor William 
McKunc. Hebrew and Oriental lan- 
guage scholar. “6: Sir .Arthur Nor- 
man, former chairman of De La Rue. 
SO; Mr Jack Palana:, actor, 77; Mr 
Bobby Robson, head coach, 
Barcelona Football Club. Spain. 64; 
Miss Greta Scacchu actress, 37; Miss 
Cyfrifl Shepherd, actress. 4?: Mr 
Ned Shcrnn, broadcaster, 6b: Mr 
Richard Thomas. High Commis- 
sioner to Jamaica, 5R: Mr John Tra- 
volta. actor. 43: Sir Max Williams, 
solicitor and former President, the 
Law S*icierv. 7i. 


taicd by the ways of the House, 
and fail to be as effective as they 
might otherwise have been. 
John Horner belied such a gen- 
eralisation. If he was denied 
the ministerial office many of 
his contemporaries thought 
he deserved it was because 
Harold Wilson was too nervous 
of “reds under the bed" to give 
office to such a prominent ex- 
CommunisL 

In tact, Homer evaporated the 
idea that he was a superficial , 
Communist firebrand in his , 
maiden speech by making the 
charming joke, “Twenty years 1 
ago, Comrade Donaldson." It 
was the Ways and Means debate 
when Commander C.E.M. Do- 
naldson, the bulky Canadian 
Member for Roxburgh, Selkirk 
and Peebles, was in the chair of 
the Finance Bill debate. The rest 
of the speech revealed Horner as 
the constructive thinker he was. 

1 remember vividly Horner's 
being called immediately after 
the then Leader of the Oppo- 
sition Sir Alec Douglas-Home 
had sal down to give the first re- 
action to James Callaghan’s 
first Budget as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on 11 November 
1964. Prescientiy Horner said: 

I think the committee realises that, 
whatever our decisions, we cannot 
legislate for wa^es in this country. \9e 
cannot, with legislation, cm across the 
whole fabric of the collective bar- 
gaining machinery that has been 



John Hornet trades union activist 
and politician: bom 5 November 
1911; General Secretary, Fire 
Brigades Union 1939-64; MP 
( Labour ) for Oldbury and Hale- 
sowen 1964-70; married 1936 Pi- 
tricia Palmer { died 1994; wo 
daughters); died ftass-on-BVe. 
Herefordshire 11 February 1997. 


Anniversaries 


Births; Maty L Queen of England. 
I5I*« Gcotge Peabody, industrialist 
and philanthropist, 1795: Andre Bre- 
ton. Surrealist poet and art critic, 
1806. Deaths: Fra Angelico (Giovanni 
da Fiesole), painter, 1455: Cornelius 
Heinrich Agrippa (von Ncttesheim). 
scholar and astrologer, 1535: Martin 
Luther. Protestant reformer, 1546: 
lames John Corbett (“Gentleman 
Jim" I. pugilist. 1933: Jacob Robert 
Oppenhetmer. physicist. 1967. On 
this da« Pilgrim w s Progress, by John 
Bunj-nn. »as published. I67S: the Ital- 
ian fcriiament was opened, 1861: the 
Erst Congress of the Confederate 
Status met in Richmond. Virginia, 
ISfL: the Gambia became an inde- 
pendent statu within the Common- 
wealth. 1%5. Today is the Feast Day 
of St An gilbert. Si Colman of Lind- 
isfame. St Flavian of Constantinople, 
St Hdladius of Toledo. St Leo and 
Parcgorius. St Simeon of Jerusalem 
and St Thcuionius. 


Lectures 


Nanonal Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Fond Farewells fiiii: Picasso. Fruit 
Dish. Bottle and Holing l pra . 
British Museum: Edith Hall, “Greek 
Drama on the London Stage in the 
ISth and 19th Gjniurie!>-\ 1.15pm. 
National Portrait Culler?:. Judith 
Prendergasu “Cardinal Newman". 
I.lUpra. 

Exeter University: John Monks. 
“Trade Unionism in the 21st Centu- 
ry". 5.15pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall, London EC1: Professor Peter 
Harness} 1 , “Premiership (ii): The 
Sca-Chancer James Callaghan 1976- 
7*T. 1pm. 




can, of course, disrupt it, but we dis- 
rupt it at our peril, we live in a de- 
mocratic society and we must accept 
that any incomes policy, if if is to sur- 
vive. must stem from and must de- 
velop within the framework of the 
collective processes of the present- 
day industrial relationships. 

It was trade disputes, prices and 
incomes and the reaction to the 
Royal Commission on trade 
unions and employers (“The 
Donovan Committee") that 
Homer's period in the House 
of Commons was about. 

Shortly after losing his seat he 1 
told me with a sigh and a twin - 1 
kle that ft would be one of the , 
ifs of histoiy if that old “gnarled 
intolerant right-winge?” Ray 
Gunter had been allowed to 
stay in the Ministry of Employ- 
ment, doing what be knew best, 
and that Barbara Castle, the 
brilliant, charming left-wing 
friend put in his place, had been 
kept well away from industrial 
relations; then the history of 
the first Wilson government 
would have been totally differ- 
ent Had ministers understood 
that the Girting brake strike in 
the motor industry was not a 
cause for panic, that therootor in- 
dustry of the West Midlands 
would not have been brought to 
its knees, then Homer believed 
the Government with Gunter in 
charge would have legislated 
straight down the line on the 
Donovan Coram irtee recom- 
mendations, agreed by the 
General Council of the TUG 
It was not for want of trying. 
Anyone who looks at Horner's 
speeches on the second reading 
of the Prices ami Incomes Bill on 
13 June 1967 or of 16 July 1968 
on the Donovan Committee will 
see that this highly understand- 
ing gentleman had deep insights 
which some of the Oxford Firsts 
leading the party lackedL.lt was, 
a great pity that Horner himself 
was not brought into the lead- 
ership of the Government at the 
time. Had he been there 1 believe 
that the relationship between par- 
ty and padiamentafy party would 
have been such that victory in 
1970 would have been possible. 


Portrait by Coon of Jacob Epstein, oil on canvas, 1948 


Raymond Coxon 


Raymond Coxon was a painter 
for over 75 years. He produced 
diverse and stimulating work, 
from portraits to landscapes 
and even church murals, al- 
though his loyalty to his own di- 
rection sometimes left him 
apart from fashionable devel- 
opment. None the less, his 
paintings have been bought by 
many distinguished collectors 
including Maynard Keynes, Sir 
Michael Sadler, Henry Lamb 
and Sir Edward Marsh: they 
also hang in numerous nation- 
al and provincial collections. 

Born in 1896 at Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, be was the sec- 
ond child of five girls and two 
boys born to James and 
Georgina Coxon, who had her- 
self had some art training. 
Educated locally at Leek High - 


School. Raymond impressed 
his teachers with his drawing 


capability. While serving with 
the Cavalry in Palestine in the 
First World War, he took a tiny 
box of watercoloars with him, 
and whenever he bad an op- 
portunity would send miniature- 
sized work home to his mother. 

After the war -he studied at 
Leeds College of Art from 1919 
to 1921, where be met and be- 
came great friends with Henry. 
Moore. In 1922 Coxon and 
Moore made their first visit 
to France and, thanks to an 
introduction from John Roth- 
enstein, met Maillol and Bon- 
nard- Later they were best men 



Coxon: resilient 
Photograph: Harry Diamond 


at each other's weddings. Cox- 
on married Edna Ginesi a fel- 
low student at Leeds, who was 
Leeds-born but of Italian de- 
scent; the marriage was to last 
over 70 years. 

After Leeds, Coxon went on 
to study at the Royal College 
of Art in London (1921-25), 
under Sir William Rothenstetn 
(John’s father). He always re- 
membered Rothenstein’s kind- 
ness to him and other students 
both at the college and at the 
Rotheustein home in Hamp- 
stead. Coxon s diploma work 
was a mural after Masaccio’s 
Expulsion of Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of Eden , in the 
Brancacd Chapel in Florence. 

As a student, he had little 
/money, but a. terrific zest for 
living, pirtting drawing-pins in 
... his shoes to spare.him the cost 
of a cobbler and saving the 
threepenny tram fare by walk- 
ing from Hammersmith to the 
Cafe Royal. The threepence 
saved enabled him to drink 
coffee ail day and talk to ‘‘Gin " 
-_'|us future wife - and other 
.artists. Coxon used to say to 
me that this was “pure delight 
- we could mix with people 
there, famous or not, feeling 
, that we were treated equally 
and not like poor relations; 
devoid of class distinction, it 
seemed that everybody had 
some quality." . 

In 1927 Raymond and Gin 
Coxon with Henry Moore and 
Leon Underwood formed the 
short-lived British Independent 
Society, and Coxon’s work was 
illustrated in “Young British 
Drawing”, in Drawing and De- 
sign. His first one-man exhibi- 
tion took place the following 
year with the London Artists 
Association at the Cooling Gal- 
leries. He became a member of 
the London Group in 1931 and 
some of his paintings were 
bought by the Contemporary 
Art Society. 

Cezanne was probably the 
most important influence on 
Coxon's early work, and his 
landscapes of Yorkshire’s 
“green velvet hflls” contrasted 


I first met Raymond and 
Gin Coxon over 30 years ago - 
when they had both already 
been painting for more them 40 
years. Their eyes always gave 
out a twinkle that was appre- 
ciative of a life that cannot have 
always been easy. They boast- 
ed a resilience and blunLness 
that epitomises die friendli- 
ness of the North, or “York- 
shire” as Sir John Rothenstein 
would refer to the county. 

Gin’s influence on Raymond 
was as strong as his love; a good 
painter herself, she was always 
prepared to push him forward 
to his advantage. 

In 1985 he exhibited at the 
Michael Parkin Gallery, Lon- 
don, and was finally given a 
retrospective in 1987 at the 
City Art Gallery, Stoke-on- 
Trent. 


Michael Parkin 


Raymond Coxon, painter and 
muratist : bom Hanley, Stafford- 
shire 18 August 1896 ; married 
1926 Edna Ginesi; died Rawfant, 
Wist Sussex 31 January 1997. 


Qin Jiwei 


Photograph: Mchael Parkin Gallery 


with the remoteness and 
majesty of North Wales, where 
he also painted, particularly 
Cwm Pennant in Brecon. lit 
1947, Raymond and Gin made 
their first visit to the United 
States and were inspired by the 
power of the canyon and the 
sense of "nature in the raw”. 

Back in London, living and 
working in Hammersmith, Cox- 
on painted fellow artists and 
friends including a sensitive 
portrait of Henry Moore in 
1924. Other notable portraits of 
friends in the Thirties and for- 
ties were of Ceri Richards, 
Vivian Pitchforth and John 
Piper. 

In 1936 Coxon bad a one- 
man show at foe Leiceste&Gal- 
leries and with Gin, Henry and 
Irina Moore visited Cadaqries 
In Spain as the civil wa* broke 
out. In I940-45 he was an offi- 
cial war artist attached to the 
Navy, he held further one- 
man shows at the Leicester 
Galleries in 1940, 1947 and 1 
1960. ] 


For much of his life. Oin Jiwei 
was a dose ally of CTiina s elder 
statesman Deng Xiaoping, He 
played an important role in 
the implementation of Deng s 
wish to turn the faction-ridden, 
ill-equipped and demoralised 
military that emerged from the 
turmoil of the Cultural Revo- 
lution into a modernised, 
trimmed down and profession- 
al force. In 1989, when Deng 
decided to use the. army to 
suppress foe Tiananmen Square 
protests, questions arose about 
the degree of Qin’s support for 
his mentor's strategy, but in pub- 
lic at least he voiced full support 
for the crackdown. 

Qin s death marks the sev- 
erance of yet another link 
between China’s current lead- 
ership and the old generation 
of revolutionaries who took 
part in the epic Long March of 
1934 and 1935. This generation, 
including Deng and Mao Tsc- 
tung, owed much of their au- 
thority to their role in that 
famous episode in Chinese his- 
tory when Communist troops 
broke through an encirclement 
of nationalist forces and 
marched some 7,000 miles to a 
new sanctuary in Yanan. 

During the civil war of the 
1940s, Qin served under Deng 
in the Second Field Array. Their 
close military relationship was 
tacitly acknowledged in a doc- 
umentary series about the elder 
statesman broadcast on Chinese 
state-run television in January. 
The series included footage of 
Deng accompanied by Qin Ji- 
wei, then Defence Minister, 
meeting Second Field Army 
veterans, in November 1989. 

In the early 1950s, Qin served 
as a top commander in the Ko- 
rean War against the US-led 
forces of the United Nations. 
He was promoted to lieutenant- 
general in 1955, but his ties with 
Deng proved his undoing dur- 
ing the Cultural Revolution of 
the 1960s and 1970s; when Qin 
and others associated with 
Deng were purged by Mao and 
bis radical allies. 

After Deng’s emergence in 
1978 as China's paramount 
leader, Qin achieved rapid pith 
motion. He became commander 
of the Peking Military Region, 
a post of key military importance: 
because of its responsibility for 
the protection of the capital and 
its frontline role in China’s cold 
war with the Soviet Union. In 
1987, Qin joined the Politburo 


and life folkwing year he 
named as defence minister, a. v; 
which to Ic he s;jved d unnftjfcg 
nro-demoeruev demonstrations ‘ 
of 1989. _ V-i 

During the Tiananmen-- 
Square protests some ’Western 
diplomats in Peking speculated : 
that Qin was opposed to UW Usai - 
of force to crush the demons? 
[rations. Although O m had re- - 


OaUUIU. nimv-j.- — — — , • 

linquished his command of the > 

Pefine Military Region by then, . . ’. 


the apparent reluctance of ai 
least some elements of the 
Peking command to impose ■ 
marital law fuelled rumours 
that Qin was distancing himscu 
from Deng The Peking Military 
Region took longer than the 
other six military commands to 
express explicit support for the 
crackdown and Qin adopted a 
relatively low profile during 
and after lhe military operation. 

But the wild speculation 
among Western analysts abernt - 
impending civil war after the 
bloodshed in Peking under- 
scored how little is known about 
the workings of the Chinese mil- 
ilaiy. The restriction of contacts 
between Western armies and 
the Chinese military after 
Tiananmen made access to in- 
formation all the more difficult. 

It is thus impossible to do more 
than guess at Qin’s real attitude. 
Statements attributed to him by 
the official Chinese media dur- 
ing and after the crackdown sug- 
gest nothing but wholehearted 
support for the military action. 

On 1 August 1989. Qin used 
the anniversary of the founding 
of the Communist army to praise 
the role of the military. He de- 
scribed the decision to send in 
the troops as ‘■correct*’. He also 
noted What he called the “im- 
portant role" played by Deng in 
the operation. He said that 
thanks to the support of the peo- 
ple, the soldiers had “fulfilled 
the glorious tasks entrusted to 


them by the party and the peo- 
ple, and defended the capital 


and the socialist people's re- 
public in a remarkable manner". 


public in a remarkable manner". 

Qin stepped down from the 
Politburo m 1992 as pan of a 
reshuffle which brought mostly 


young leaders to the fore. When 
he died, his only official role was 
as deputy chairman of the Na- 
tional People’s Congress, the 
Communist Party-controlled par- 
liament His death is unlikely to 
hare arty significant intact on the 
balance of power in Briang It re- 
mains a matter of considerable 
doubt however, whether the 
man named as Deng’s successor, 
the president and party leader 
Jiang Zemin, would have the abfl- 
hy and authority to prevent open 
conflict within foe mfiftary should 
another Tiananmen ever occur. 



James Miles 


Qin: Deng’s defence minister 


Qin Jiwei, army officer bom 
Hongan, China 1914; Com- 
mander, Peking Military Region, 
People Liberation Amy 1977- 
87; member, Politburo 13th 
Central Committee, Chinese 
Communist Puty 1987-92: Min- 
ister of National Defence 1988- 
92 ; died Peking 2 February 1997. 


Nora Beloff 


When Nora Beloff and I were 
at the King Alfred School in the 
late 1930s. writes Professor 
J. R. Pole [further to the obit- 
uary by William Millinship, 15 
Esbraaiyl, the maths teacher had 
a certain engaging eccentricity 
which Nora caught in a limerick 
in the school magazine: 

The mathematical master wears 

braces 

With pulleys attached at odd places: 
The strain never grows great 
As they self-compensate 
On a complex mechanical basis. 


sense of humour which people 
did not always attribute to her. 


May I make some corrections 
to ray obituary? writes William 
Mffilnship. Ms Beloff did not 
abandon her book on the for- 


As possibly the only survivor 
who knows of this literary 
episode, I place it in the record 
- not least because it recalls a 


abandon her book on the for- 
mer Yugoslavia. She finished 
the test before she died, and the 
book, Yitgoslmia: the avoidable 
war, will be published in spring 
or summer this year by the New 
European Press. 

Nora Beloff left Paris soon af- 
ter General de Gaulle relumed 
to power in 1958. 

I should have made dear that, 
in my view, she was at heart a 
conservative, with a small “c” 


RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wi: Stephen Hoddcr, “Centenary 
Building, University of Salford", 
630pm- 

Institute of Economics Afflurs, Lon- 
don SW1: Dr David Egcrfon, “An 
Ever-Increasing Rate of Change: 
disabusing a myth”, 630pm. 


Barrister was right not to pursue weak claim 


Dinners 

Foundation for Science and 
Technology 

Lord Buiterwonh was in the chair at 
a 1 eel ure and dinner discission of the 
Foundation for Science and Tech- 
nology held yesterday evening a I the 

Royal Society. London SW1. Lord 
Woolf, Mr LM. Bums and Professor 
Richard Suss kind spoke on “After the 
Woolf Report: generating change 
with information technology”. 


McEartane t Wilkinson and 
another; Hcgarty v EE Caledonia 
Ltd; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Saville, Lord Justice 
Hutchison, Lord Justice Brooke) 

5 February 1997 


LAW REPORT 

•> — 

18 February 1997 


Royal Over-Seas League 

Mr Terry While was die guest speak- 
er at a meeting of the Raya/ Over- 
Sens League's Discussion Circle held 
yesterday evening ai Over-Seas 
House, St James's, London SWJ. His 
subject was “Footfalls in Memory". 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TV* Qan butd> on taw-unm u Bcctiasham 
Ware. TW Mi uTEdubBali *i*s Noitlmiwd 
ItudoKinciv. NurUiwond. attl vbin 

Ac Juan Lpua Scta'xA Him*. MhUock Tin 
Princew Rural. 1 'ionJcrt- Prtna-.', Royal Tnm for 
Otters »™b Girenwfcb Caien Ccfftu. Limdan 
SEIIU & Patron. Seise - llteNeliunal Drafhhnd 


and Ridwtta AMjxtuioa. viw» s «hup in Catiurd. 
LonA)o5E(«. am! f> Pun.iL Njtwiul Amtsuukm 


•if C«i«7cn» Aikfcc Sunaun. vfciu E&bam Cib- 
en» AiMce Bureau. Loudon SEe. 


Changing of the Guard 

The lltiKbuld Cmliy Mourned Rmjbkm 
• nuunM ihc Ouccn's Lifc OtmnJ Jl Her* dumb, 
I lam 7 1 ’nopBiy Cobtf ream Guarih ntmitiK lhe 
ywecn'i uiuiiL ai Boduaghaia Pstn*. I tJKJam. 
naiul provided by Ibc rtixmadwt Chunk. 


A barrister’s failure to plead al- 
legations which had no realis- 
tic prospect of success at trial 
but which might influence the 
opposing party’s approach to 
the offer of settlement, could 
not be categorised as negligent. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by Nigel 
Wilkinson QC and Anna Gug- 
genheim, of counsel against the 
decision of Mr Justice Rix on 
26 July 1995 not to strike out 
claims against them of profes- 
sional negligence in respect of 
their conduct of an action by 
the plaintiff, Francis McFar- 
lane, against EE Caledonia 
Ltd. 

The court at the same time 
dismissed an appeal by anoth- 
er plaintiff. William Hegarty, 
against a preliminary ruling 
tty Mr Justice PopplewelL on 1 
December 1995, Chat Mr 
Hegarty was not owed any rel- 
evant common law or statuto- 
ry duty tty the defendants, EE 
Caledonia Ltd. 

Both actions arose out of the 
Piper Alpha oilrig disaster in 


July 1988, in which 164 men 
died and many suffered serious 
injuries in a series of explosions 
on the rig. Both plaintiffs 
claimed to have suffered psy- 
chiatric injury as a result of wit- 
nessing the disaster at close 
hand. They were employed as 
painters on the rig during the 
day and at night were housed 
on the MV Thaws, which was 
lying about 550 meires away. 

Miss Guggenheim and Mr 
Wilkinson were instructed to 
act for Mr McFarlane. His 
claim against Caledonia, plead- 
ed only in negligence, suc- 
ceeded at first instance but was 
refected by the Court of Appeal 
([1994] 2 All ER 1). Mr Me* 
Farlane subsequently sued the 
hamsters for negligence in 


himself or other persons on or near 
the installation or to render unsafe 
any equipment used on or near iL 

Rupert Jackson QC and Roger Slew* 
an (Reynolds Porter Chamberlain) for 
the barristers; Benet Hvtncr QC and 
PodLonergpn (EvilhkCatananlfor 
MrMcfarfane; Christopher Gardner 
QC and Jonathan Hbtie (Levinson 
Gray) for Mr Hegarty;. Adrian Hamib 
ton QC and Alistair Schaff ffnee & 
Co) far Caledonia. 


Those near the installation 
when the breach occurred only 
qualified for protection under 
reg 32 if the breach was “like- 
ly to endanger" them, ie that it 
was probably that it would. To 
succeed, lhe plaintiff must sat- 
isfy the court that a likely, not 
merely foreseeable, outcome 
of the hreach of duty was that 
the mental health of someone 
on a rescue vessel more than 
100 meires awuv would be 


failing also to plead a claim 
based on breach of statutory 


based on breach of statutory 
duty. The duty relied on was 
that contained in reg 32 of the 
Offshore Installations (Oper- 
ational Safety Health and Wel- 
fare) Regulations 1976 (Si 
1019), which provided: 


1 3) It shall be the duty of every per- 
son while on or near an oftshorc in- 
stallation (a) not to do anything Btdy 
to endanger the safety or health of 


Lord Justice Brooke said that 
a claim based on breach of 
statutory duty, if a good one. 
would with one bound free the 
plaintiffs from the control 
mechanisms currently imposed 
on the daims of “secondary vh> 

IS? £' e ' i hosc wit n««ing 
rather than directly involved in 

disasters), if (he plaintiffs came 
within the regulation, then it 
imposed strict liability. 

But the mere f aci that a 
breach of a statutory duly 

caused ^ p , aina - f . s ^ u > 

lhc n application of | he - bu , 
roust fall within the ciaS ofriJr- 


impaired. 

Miss Guggenheim hud been 
correct in concluding that a piea 
of breach of statutory ouly 
added nothing to the plea in 
negligence and it was absurd to 
consider lhat she could be li- 


able in negligence for exercis- 
ing her judgment in that way. 

No doubt some litigants 
achieved favourable settle- 
ments or judgments which they 
would not have obtained bad 
the law been applied correct- 
iy, because counsel had. in- 
cluded some matter ift.t&e 


pleadings which, though un- 
likely to succeed at trial, was. 
reasonably arguable. But K 
would be quite wrong w coo- i 
elude that barristers who de- j 
cided not to indude such ptea*-] 
were ipso facto negligent. - . 


Paul Magntb, Barrister; 
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Time for spring cleaning in Labour’s attic 
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President ’s Men. If we do, it is clear that 


S nouts have been in troughs along 
the banks of the River Don, and 
last night, in the wake of our dis- 
closures, the burghers of Doncaster 
met to repair the damage to their rep- 
utation. But isn't it for the council tax- 
payers in the metropolitan district to 
sort out themselves - demonstrations 
outside the town hall, trenchant letters 
to the local press, even a campaign to 
vote the miscreants out of office? 

No. There are two reasons why what 
has been happening in Doncaster 
deserves national attention. One has to 
do with the historical dynamics of the 
Labour Party; the other with the oper- 
ation and future of local democracy - 
or lack of it The very fact that it has 
taken a district auditor, appointed by the 
Audit Commission, to uncover the trips 
and the lunches and the directors 1 box 
at Doncaster races shows how fallible 
are local corrective mechanisms in the 
absence of a tough and determined 
political opposition, of which in today's 
council chambers there are precious few. 

When Labour’s opponents cry that 
the party has no experience of power, 
they are ignoring the fact that for 
decades large tracts of E nglan d, Scot- 
land and Wales have known nothing 
but Labour local government. But, 
like the mentally handicapped relative 
kept in an attic in Gothic yarns. 
Labour’s exercise of power locally is 
carefully hidden from view. 

It is, after all, a chequered history. 


Some Labour councils are relatively 
efficient; some are still recovering from 
the excesses of ideology and incompe- 
tence applied to them during the New 
Left’s years in power. Doncaster’s recent 
behaviour is old Labour behaviour, and 
fits all too comfortably in the middle of 
the Audit Commission's indices of per- 
formance. Its councillors long ago 
stopped having to worry about securing 
re-election by striving to improve pub- 
lic services; why bother, when there are 
afternoons on the racetrack and trips 
abroad? 

The Doncaster story is about more 
than badly filed letters in Tony Blair’s 
office and pusillanimous regional party 
officials ignoring warnings. It is a 
reminder that new Labour is, still, a 
coalition; it is not all flash young men 
and women in the South-east who reg- 
ularly dine at expensive restaurants. 
Labour may say that slea 2 e is a term 
that has entered the contemporary 
vocabulary thanks to Neil Hamilton 
and other Tory members of Parliament. 
But Labour - as the party of govern- 
ment in the towns, as well as the 
would-be replacement administration 
nationally - has set itself the task of 
cleansing the stables. It won't do if 
there is hue and cry at Westminster 
while in Newcastle upon Tyne or Hack- 
ney or Oldham there is even the 
faintest suspicion. For Labour coun- 
cillors, Caesar’s wife is the only role 
model. 


Yet financial corruption remains 
very rare in British local government. 
Many men and women give unstintingly 
of their time and energy in the cause 
of local services arid representative gov- 
ernment.' A lot of that has to do with 
a Tory minis ter: Neville Chamberlain, 
who in 1929 sharpened the audit 
regime and placed heavy duties on 
councillors on pain of surcharge and 
disqualification. 

It is a fair observation, also, that Eng- 
lish local government may be as graft- 
free as it is because its elected mem- 
bers are relatively powerless. Follow the 
money, said Deep Throat in All the 


there are few areas in which individual 
councillors have the discretion to make 
decisions on the basis of wbat profit can 
be made. Most of these are in the area 
of planning and land use; and this is 
indeed the territory where big financial 
scandals on the scale of the Poulson 
affair have occurred, far removed from 
the Doncaster misdemeanours. The 
idea that Labour councillors are 
uniquely tempted is rot; why have 
estate agents traditionally used their 
local Conservative associations as 
bridges to the chairmanship of the plan- 
ning committee? 


A cynic might say that if every town 
hall had its equivalent of- Doncaster 
racetrack where councillors could lunch 
free 20 times a year, people’s interest 
in local self-government would enjoy 
the brightest of re naissances. There are 
better ways forward. Whichever party 
or parties take power at the election, 
they confront a common task: the re- 
establishment of governmentm popu- 
lar affection, whatever the level of tax- 
ing and spending, whatever the precise 
array of services it offers. 

Especially for Labour and the Lib- 
eral Democrats, local government is a 
place to begin. There is a growing con- 
sensus on what functions councils 
should have, built around those services 
(which exclude education) that can and 
ought to be different in different places. 
There is agreement, too, on the need 
for new forms of council organisation 
- for example, elected executive may- 
ors and reduced numbers of backbench 
members. 

It could be that in Doncaster or 
Rotherham or Knowsley or Coventry 
Labour majorities would be returned 
whatever the polling system; but it 
could not but be beneficial to local self- 
government if electors had the chance 
to vote proportionately, and allow new 
voices - even new parties - into the 
council chamber to counterbalance 
their mainstream choice. 

Local government has too few 
friends, and Doncaster will serve as 


grist to the mill of those who would fur- | 
ther reduce the ambit of local choice. , 
They are wrong. The lesson of Don- ! 
caster is that if councillors were busier ; 
and exercised more power, were 
answerable more directly to an engaged 
local electorate, they would find much 
less time for freebies and afternoons at 
the races. 

Destined 
to simmer 

T he American Association for the 
Advancement of Science is an 
annual orgy of knowledge. Some 
among its cornucopia of findings are 
as big as the universe, others micro- 
scopic in scale (and significance, too). 

It is a bad place to be for those who 
resist the new determinism. Among 
papers published today there is one on 
taste receptors which is bound to 
become a new excuse for children of 
all ages who will not eat up their veg 
- dislike of broccoli is in the genes. 
Research suggests marked differences , 
in people’s capacity to recognise ; 
flavours and so react to different 
tastes. In future the little darlings will ; 
not just say no to their parents’ cook- 
ing but will blame them for passing on 
to them the taste buds that allegedly 
make it unpalatable. 




■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Albania’s leap 
forward since 
communism 

Sin Far from being a “nasty mess" 
or “gangster state”, as you call it 
(leading article, 15 February). 
Albania is one of the very few ex- 
Eastem Bloc countries where the 
vast majority of citizens have seen 
significant improvement in their 
everyday lives since the end of 
communism. This can hardly be 
said of Hungary, let alone 
Bulgaria or Russia, none of which 
are subject to such severe 
censure. 

Unlike these places, the private 
sector in Albania is thriving - 
thanks partly to a genuine 
commitment on the part of the 
government to policies of low 
taxation and low inflation. These 
have created the conditions for one 
of the fastest-growing economies fa 
Europe. 

Can anybody who has actually 
visited the country fa the last two to 
three years, and who remembers 
the medieval misery that marked it 
before, not be aware of this? 

Albanians themselves are keenly 
aware of this: precisely why so 
many are now incensed at the 
prospect of sliding back into 
poverty. It has to be pointed out, 
however, that their anger with 
President Sali Berisha has less to 
do with his laissez-faire indulgence 
of boom-bust pyramid schemes, 
than with his sensible decision to 
suspend their operations and begin 
trying to compensate investors 
from their frozen assets. 

Similar schemes collapsed fa 
Romania and Russia without any 
provision at all for those who had lost 
out, and yet neither witnessed violent 
anti-government demonstrations 
akin to those in Albania. 

The difference may lie in the fact 
that most of the Albanian 
opposition parties, being closely 
associated with the hated Stalinist 
regime of Enver Hoxha and his 
mildly reformist successors, have 
little chance of taking office 
through the ballot-box. This was 
brought home to them by last year's 
general and local elections, which 
saw sweeping victories for 
Bcrisha's Democratic Party. 

On Jy one international 
organisation - the OSCE-ODIHR - 
raised any serious protest about the 
conduct of these polls, and a number 
of the Western observers accredited 
bv this body were lateT shown to 
have had unduly dose connections 
to the losing Sotaalist Party. 

Isn't it conceivable that former 
secret policemen and Communist 
Party officials are now exploiting 
the distress caused by the failure of 
the pyramid schemes (many of 
which they founded in the first 
place ). to propel themselves back 
into power without the 
inconvenience of elections? 
JOHNATHAN SUNLEY 
London SKI 

True aims of 
education 

Sir: In your leading article on 12 
February you celebrate the current 
consensus of politicians and 

parents on education. I submit that 
it is time this “consensus" was 
challenged- , , 

Children do not exist to fuel 
economic growth, nor even to 
satisfy parents’ ambitions for 
them. They exist in their own 
right as persons. Of course 
learning - to be competent and 
to contribute to the 
community's well-being - is a 
vital element in the growth of a 
person, but it is only one side of 



the story. Education conceived 
entirely fa instrumental terms, 
whether for the honing of a fine 
tool fa the economy, or for 
furthering personal ambition to 
“get on”, is out of balance. 

The young have other needs as 
well: to' explore a fascinating 
world beyond themselves; to 
develop a critical mind; to 
discover who they are through 
constructive and stable 
relationships; to form long-term 
purposes and practise the 
discipline needed to pursue them. 

From the nursery to the student 
stage, all real teachers measure the 
progress of a person by subtler 
j standards than those of official 
tests. 

MARJORIE REEVES 
Hon Fellow 

St Anne’s College. Oxford 

Cyclists’ voices 
better than bells 

Sir Ernie Sears (letter, 14 
February) is wrong to state that 
bicycle bells are “required by law”. 
The voice is quite adequate for 
providing the obligatory “audible 
warning of approach”, with the 
advantage of leaving both hands 
free for braking. 

More importantly, it can also be 
varied to convey the appropriate 
degree of urgency. A polite “Bike 
behind!" or “Excuse me" will 
announce my presence to horse- 
riders or pedestrians on minor 
roads or shared paths: where a 
more forceful message is needed, 
jaywalkers or inattentive motorists 
take a bellowed “Whoah!" or "OH" 
much more seriously than a 
tinkling bell. 

TOM BARRANCE 
Penarth, Wales 


‘Mail’ allegations 
avoid contempt 

Sin Not everyone will agree with 
the statement by the former Master 
of the Rolls, Lord Donaldson, that 
the material published by the Daily 
Mail about the Stephen Lawrence 
murder may represent a gross 
contempt of court (“Contempt 
threat to ‘Daily Mail' ". 17 
February). 

There have already been two 
trials (however inconclusive) and a 
coroner's inquest, and there is no 
indication that another judicial 
process is contemplated. That 
being the case, I would respectfully 
submit that to require complete 
silence on the issue would interfere 
with the right of free speech. 

It is an altogether different 
matter when charges have been 
made and a trial is contemplated. It 
would then be wrong to deal with 
the issues in the media and hold a 
substitute trial. This hallowed 
principle of English law has always 
been strictly applied except in one 
notable case - that of the two 
Libyans accused by Britain and the 
United Slates of carrying out in 
1988 the sabotage of PanAm Flight 
103 over Lockerbie. 

1 have seen advertisements 
sponsored by the American State 
Department referring to the two 
Libyans (al-Amin Khalifa Fhima 
and Abd al-Basit Ali al-Migrahi) as 
“terrorists" and “c riminals ” and 
offering $4ra (recently increased) 
for information leading to their 
arrest. The advertisements - some 
of which appeared fa Arabic 


journals published in London - 
were full-page with pictures of the 
two Libyans superimposed on a 
suitcase overflowing with US 
banknotes. There have also been 
several books and programmes fa 
the British media holding the I 
accused guilty. 

If public opinion polls were to be 
conducted in Britain it would be 
very difficult to find “twelve good 
men (or women) and true" whose 
minds have not been polluted by 
wfaat they read or heard or saw 
about the Libyans and Lockerbie, 
and who would qualify to serve on a 
jury trying them here. 

If an impartial jury cannot be 
found, the only fair way of dealing 
with this matter is to hold the trial 
fa an impartial country. 
MUSAMAZZAWI 
Reading, Berkshire 
The author was Professor of Law 
and Dean of the School of Law at 
the Polytechnic of Central London, 
now die University of Westminster 

Sir: Lawyers are apparently . 
angered by the Daily Mad's action 
because “it makes a’ mockery of the 
legal system” and “could lead to 
injustice” (“Lawyers warn that 
‘Mafl’ is judge and jury over 
Lawrence", 15 February). 

Surely lawyers are putting the 
cart before the horse. The legal 
system has made a mockery of itself 
and an injustice has already 
occurred. Were this not so, there 
would have been neither 
opportunity nor need for the Mail 
to act as it has. 

FRANCES FIELD 
London NWll 


Hospital waiting 
times lack logic 

SirPolly Toynbee has aired an 
important issue (12 February). She 
points out that one of the dilemmas 
currently facing the Lambeth, 
Southwark and Lewisham Health 
Authority is that the waiting time 
for some cardiac procedures at 
some hospitals within their area is 
extremely long. The authority is 
apparently dying to decide whether 
they should warn patients of the 
anticipated waits for life-saving 
procedures. However, here at 
King’s College Hospital, which is 
also within the health authority’s 
area, the waiting times for 
operations such as coronary 
angiography, angioplasty and 
bypass grafts are amongst the 
shortest in the country. 

Logic would dictate that if 
different hospitals within the same 
health authority area have amongst 
the longest and shortest waiting 
times for life-saving procedures, 
then the health authority should 
arrange for transfer of patients 
(and adjustment of contracts) from 
the long waiting list to the short. 

Because of financial constraints, 
Lambeth, Southwark and 
Lewisham Health Authority’s 
response to this problem is to 
propose reducing cardiology 
contracts (and therefore 
operations) at King’s College 
Hospital. Therefore, waiting limes 
here wfll lengthen and patients will 
face the same risks and distress as 
they do elsewhere. King's patients 
enjoy high-quality cardiac services 
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and waiting times which are 
comparable with those fa most 
other western countries. The 
current financial crisis faced by the 
health authority potentially means 
that this model of appropriate 
cardiac care is to be eroded to the 
lowest common denominator. 

Dr MARK J MONAGHAN 
Care Group Director for Cardiology 
and Cardiodioracic Sen-zees 
Dr DAVID JEWITT 
Consultant Cardiologist and 
Executive Medical Director 
King’s College Hospital 
London SE5 

Rowing show 

Sir. Jonathan Gian cey is quite right 
to describe David Chipperfield’s 
building for the River and Rowing 
Museum at Henley as “a minor 
masterpiece” (“Oar house”, 14 
February). 

He is quite wrong to suggest 
that the architect should 
automatically be given the job of 
creating the interior displays in 
order to “put the finishing 
touches” to his designs. A major 
new national exhibition is much 
more than the elegant appendage 
to a building. 

A highly experienced team has 
been appointed by the trustees to 
create the museum’s interpretative 
displays. As one of its members, we 
wfll be balancing the demands of 
the (magnificent) structure with 
the requirements of the collection 
and the legitimate expectations of 
the paying public, who must be 
persuaded to visit and revisit the 
museum if it is to be financially 
viable. 

TEMGARDOM 

Partner 

j Words and Ideas 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
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Tanker safety 
lessons sought 

Sir. I cannot accept the assertion 
that the safety of tanker design has 
been ignored' (“Supertankers 
heading for the rocks”. Letters. 12 
February). The Internationa] 
Maritime Organisation has a 
constant programme to develop 
and maintain regulations on L anker 
design and the Marine Safety 
Agency of my department plays an 
active role fa this work. Tanker 
design and construction were also 
considered by Lord Donaldson's 
wide-ranging inquiry into safety at 
sea and the prevention of pollution 
from merchant shipping. 

It is not true to say that the 
report of the investigation by the 
Marine Accident Investigation 
Branch ( MAIB), into the Sea 
Empress will be “hushed up". The 
MAIB, established by Parliament 
as an independent, investigating 
authority, has an excellent 
reputation for thorough, impartial 
and authoritative investigations. 

The purpose of the MAIB’s 
investigation is to establish the 
causes and circumstances of the 
tanker's grounding, to investigate 
the subsequent salvage operations 
and to make recommendations 
where appropriate. The MAIB 
report will be published once the 
consultation process, required by 
law, has been completed. 

Unlike your correspondents, I 
have no wish to pre-empt this 
process of investigation by 
speculation. The Government's 
only interest is to ensure that the 
facts are established and all the 
lessons learnt. 

Viscount GOSCHEN 
Minister for Aviadon and Shipping 
Department of Transport 
London SW1 


‘Hamlet’ snow 
not so flaky 

Sir Adam Mars-Jones (“A winters 
tale?”. 13 February) pokes fun at 
several aspects of Kenneth 
Branagh's film ot Hamlet, including 
the way Branagh makes Hamlet 
senior lake a nap in the snow. 

But the text supports Branagh. In 
the soliloquy “Oh. that this too too 
solid flesh ... " Hamlet chides his 
mother for marrying his uncle 
“within a month" of her first 
husband's death, going on to make 
clear he was talking about February 
- “A little month”. Ergo, the old kmg 
was done fa at the end~of Januarv. 

Mind you, his fondness for 
sleeping outdoors fa the Danish 
winter makes one wonder whether 
Hamlet senior might not have been 
a few kroner short of a smorgasbord 
and why anybody should have given 
any credence to his ghosL But that’s 
literature for you. 

CHRISTOPHER S LADEN 
London W5 


One of the ruins 
that Henry ... 

Sin In your admirable photograph 
of Holy Island (“Church seeks 
future in glorious past”. 14 
February) it is ironic that 
Lfadisfarne Castle is fa the 
foreground. Henry VIU built it as a 
defensive gun batteiy against the 
Scots and French by ruining the 
Priory -way to the left fa the 
background of your picture. 

Nevertheless, visitors may still 

experience “still dews of quietness” 
on the isfand treasured bv Cuthberi 
and Aidan long before Augustine 
of Canterbury landed fa Kent 
IAN MACKENZIE 
Wokingham. Berkshire 
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The successful new face of British invention? Trevor Baylis (above) in his workshop and Bffl Harding (rqjht), helping inventors promote themselves 
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It’s all make-believe 





The British are famed for their powers of invention, but rarely translate this into 
commercial success. Peter Popham asks if a new school for inventors will help ; 


p'^PSShe late afternoon 
f § ^sun steals into a 
H classroom in the 

|l bowels of Richmond 

Jft- upon Thames Col- 
lege. near Twickenham Rugby 
Union ground. a shabby, 
exhausted-looking room dotted 
with old television sets which 
have been eviscerated and their 
innards turned into pieces of 
sculpture for which the sets 
become frames. “Nothing to do 
with us." prowls Bill Harding as 
he takes his seat at the from of 
the room and introduces the 
theme for todays lesson: an 
autopsy on his "students' first 
lamentable, laughable shots at 
Presentation. 

This is Britain's first ever aca- 
demic course for inventors, and 
if it is true that mighty oaks 
from little acorns grow." this is 
a pretty diminutive acorn. 
When w ord about an invent* >rs‘ 
course gut around, says Hard- 
ing. a -successful inventor him- 
self. “the reaction was fantastic, 
we were inundated with 
inquiries from all over the 
country". But one's first impres- 
sion of the students selected for 
this first course is not brilliant. 


Most are in their thirties: two 
are women, two are black, most 
are thin, shy. intense, taciturn: 
an aura of quiet desperation 
hangs about several of them. 
Fortunately, Bill Harding, the 
teacher, is big, bluff, bearded 
and chuckling, or one might 
suppose one had blundered 
into a branch meeting of Gam- 
blers Anonymous. 

That idea is aot in fact so far- 
fetched. Felicity has developed 
w'hat appears to be an elec- 
tronic method of palm reading. 
Her neighbour has invented 
an improved “hand applica- 
tor" for dispensing glue or cake 
icing, Manfred confesses that 
he is working on 4S different 
projects, “though I realise it’s 
important to focus on one thing 
at a time". What about you. 1 
asked a student called Kishore. 
“I Maned off inventing nuclear 
fusion technology - I still 
haven't got around to talking to 
somebody professionally, but 
its a device that overcomes 
some of the four major prob- 
lems with plasma; using pri- 
mary and secondary induction 
of electricity, it’s a way of get- 
ting from A to B. reducing 


your travel costs ..." In their 
different ways, all the students 
are gamblers, taking a mam- 
moth, life-sized punt on their 
own genius. The atmosphere is 
thick with anxiety and yearning. 

Bill Harding is not here to 
teach these inventors how to 
invent, but what to do next: how 
to protect (and how not to 
protect - taking out expensive 
patents across the world may be 
quite unnecessaiy). How to 
find a buyer. And today, how to 
present: how to take this gizmo 
or concept or brainstorm or 
whatever it is and put it over in 
a way that communicates some 
of your own excitement and 
conviction to your audience. 
Last week all the students stood 
up at the front of the class in 
front of the video camera and 
sold. Today we watch the video 
played back, while Bill tries to 
hold back his guffaws long 
enough to explain what they are 
doing wrong. 

Of the five we watch, none 
are anv good at all They cling 
to thenr notes like a comforter. 
They mutter, darting hostile 
glances at the audience. They 
apologise. They tell the cus- 


tomers to take it or leave it, and - Dyson, founder and boss of 
that they might be better off Dyson Appliances, inventor of 


using a rival product 
“I’m not a marketeer,’’ 


the ballbarrows (a wheelbarrow 
which runs on a ball), inventor 


declares the first victim, when of the see-through, centrifugal. 


the laughter has subsided. 


no-bag vacuum deaner. He is 


“You might be a closet mar- thin and bony and brooding like 
keteer." rejoins BilL “Don’t any of Bill Harding’s students. 


write yourself off.’ 


but ensconced now in David 


“My strength is I can think Puttnam’s beautiful old house 
and make things with my hands in Wiltshire, because after 25 


- I think with my hands. I've years of designing and dream- 
made things since the age of mg and presenting and paying 


eight ..." 

The hand-appli- 
cator man grinds 
through bis presen- 
tation in a soporific 
monotone. “You’ve 
got to set them on 
fire with your hand 
applicator!” chides 
Bill. “From the 
moment you first 


JN hat 
you need 
is an 

asylum for 


huge worldwide patent bills, 
and being given the 
brush-off and the 
m kiss-off by every big 

name in industry, 

hat he's done what all 

young inventors 
leed dream of doing: 

m cocked a snook at 

the lot of them, set 
n for up on his own 


drew breath you imiontArc a account, made 
were selling. The ,nvenTOrs » a million or tx 


million 


first thing you sold Sanctuary m made them all sit 
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was your vumeraDU- 

ity. Every time you 
make a friend you 
have sold yourself ..." 

For serendipitous reasons, 


* up and take notice. 

** Dyson is interest- 

ing because he 
shows how the circle can be 
squared: the brilliant British 


British inventors are suddenly invention can not only be con- 
at an interesting historical ceived but also buQt and per- 
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moment The old refrain that 
accompanies all talk around 
this subject remains true and 
inescapable: with our individu- 
alism we are, as we have been 
for centuries, peculiarly gifted 
at invention; but with our finan- 
cial short-termism and our 
apathy about manufacturing, 


fected in Britain, by the inven- 
tor himself, then manufactured 
here in deepest Wiltshire. On 
the cusp of the new millennium, 
Brunei and Stephenson and 
John Logie Baird walk again. It 
doesn’t have to end in tears and 
the Far EasL 

But it can still end in Ear 


of a company which be believed 
had cheated him. 

Barker had invented two 
devices to catch thieves 
attempting to remove goods 
from supermarkets. He offered 
the rights for the inventions to 
a security and engineering firm 
called Halma pic of Amer- 
sham, Bucks. After a year and 
a payment of £1G,000, they 
returned the rights to him, say- 
ing they were unable to exploit 
the devices commercially. But 
Barker maintains that during 
their custody of his inventions 
they had failed to protect his 
patents worldwide, with the 
result that he bad lost control 
of them. The bomb hoax was 
staged with the wild intention 
of frightening Halma into 
admitting their culpability. 

Barker is the figure of the 
solitary, abused British inven- 
tor, the other side of the coin 
to James Dyson. But the coin- 
cidence of the success of Dyson 
and the catastrophe of Barker 
has pushed inventors into the 
limelight as never before. There 
is now a concerted effort to turn 
them for the first time into an 
effective body of people. 

Trevor Baylis is at the fore- 
front of these initiatives. Baylis 
was catapulted to fame by his 
invention of a clockwork radio 
(which needs no batteries), now 
being turned out in South 
Africa by Baygen, the firm he 


we are less and less willing or worse than tears: despite 
able to exploit what our inven- Dyson's success, all the old 


partly owns, in a factory staffed 
by 160 mostly disabled workers. 
He lives in an eccentric wooden 
house be built himself on Eel 
Fie Island, on the Thames in 
Twickenham, with a well- 
equipped workshop in place of 
a porch, and a large swimming 
pool where you would expect to 
find the living room. 

In just about every respect 
Baylis is in the mould of the 


tors conceive. So all the good bogies arc still close at hand, 
stuff goes abroad to Tokyo, Paul Barker, an inventor from 


12.9% APR* 
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you can afford to 
borrow more 


Taiwan, Seoul, those Vaihalias Anglesey, has fortunately given 
of enterprise and opportunity, up his hunger strike, but he is 


Thai is the old tune, but 
suddenly it' s being played over 


still in prison, midway through 
a nine-month sentence which 


with a more urgent lilt. A new was imposed when he 


Take advantage of ow lowest rates ewe,. 


culture hero is born: one James bomb hoax outside the offices 


broken glasses fixed with tape, 
a rotating bow tie that squirts 
water. I’ve got to be a wimp. 1 
must have an anorak. I must 
have a garden shed." 

But essentially inventors are 
thought of as mad, and the 
galling part of it is that this is 
largely true. Here’s why. “If you 
go down the pub and tell every- 
body about your invention, 
you've disclosed it and it's no 
longer your invention. So you 
can’t talk to anyone. Who do 
you talk to? Yourself- first sign 
of madness. 

“Now, as your ego talks and 
agrees with itself, it gets bigger 
and bigger until you’re insuf- 
ferable and you go to the front 
room and start working on your 
invention and the wife says, 
'Here, you’re not working on 
that here, you go out to the 
shed.’ 

“That’s the next element: 
banishment. Banished to the 
garden shed. You start the 
power drill up right La the 
middle of Coronation Street so 
all the neighbours want to know 
what’s going on. So they aD start 
looking through the windows. 
So you draw the curtains and 












m- 


whacky inventor. But he sees 
himself and his type with blind- 
ing clarity. And now that he is 
suddenly a success and a name, 
he is bending everything he’s 
got to improving the inventors' 
condition. 

In the upstairs den he shares 
with his girlfriend, several com- 
puters, a collection of antique 
Dinky toys, a Goblin Teasmade 
and his top-secret new device 
for alleviating Repetitive Strain 
Injury, be explains the “dread- 
ful stigma" that attaches to the 
word “inventor". 

“The perceived image of the 
inventor is that he’s got to have 


a Viennese accent, a pair of 
broken glasses fixed with tape. 


bolt the door and you become 
paranoid. Then you go to ihe 
house one night and there are 
two letters: one from the bonk 
manager, saying he's going to 
foreclose - now you’ve got 
poverty. The other one’s from 
the wife, she’s gone off with her 
boyfriend Derek. Now you’ve 
got rejection, humiliation and 
anger, because you want to 
punch Derek down Ihe throat" 

Solitude, silence, banish- 
ment, abandonment this is the 
inventor’s sorry lot. One solu- 
tion, for which’ Baylis is partly 
responsible, is the course at 
Richmond College, which is 
intended to expand in the next 
academic year (a show of the 
students' inventions will be held 
at the college on Saturday 22 
March). Another, for which he 
hopes to enlist royal support, is 
the creation of a Royal Acad- 
emy of Inventors, on a par with 
other royal societies. 

“What you need is an asylum 
for inventors, a sanctuary. 
That’s what the Academy 
would be: a place inventors 
could go instead of going to the 
asylum. 

“It would set an ethical stan- 
dard in the handling of intel- 
lectual property of this kind. 
The idea of the Academy is to 
bring inventors together. When 
they do come together they 
have an extraordinary cama- 
raderie, they work together, 
they bounce off each other, 
they get enthusiastic about each 
others' inventions." 

Unfunded, unrecognised, 
unorganised, inventors have 
been among the most atomised 
groups in our society. Trevor 
Baylis believes the time is ripe 
to fight back. “We’ve got to 
elevate the status of the lone 
inventor, because today he does 
truly stand alone. ’’ 
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M ay I take just a few 
minutes of your time 
today? It won’t lake 
long. Just a few questions I 
want to ask you. Thank you. 

No, it's not really a 
questionnaire. It’s just a few 
questions we want to ask 
selected members of the 
public to help us with our 
research. 

It won't lake long and it 
will be very helpful. Thank 
you. 

We want to find out how 
people feel about being 
asked to help with 
questionnaires. 

Here we go then. 

1. How do you feel about 
being ashed to do 
questionnaires? 

Tick the statement which 
most nearly approximates to 
your feeling about 
questionnaires: 

- 1 think questionnaires are a 
necessary tool for psephology 
and market research. □ 

- Questionnaires may well be 
a necessary tool for 
psephology and market 
research, but I am damned if 
I can see the need for either 
psephology or market 
research, a 

- 1 think questionnaires are 
a God-given chance to 


people with low self-esteem 
to have an excuse to stop 
people in the streeL wave a 
dip-board about and feel 
important. □ 

- 1 think questionnaires are a 
God-given chance for the 
average man or woman in the 
street like me ro look 
someone with low self- 
esteem honestly in the eye 
and give totally false and 
lying answers to their boring 
questions. □ 

- 1 only feel tempted to co- 
operate with questionnaires 
when the poor person with 
the clipboard has been 
standing in Baker Street all 
day without being able to get 
anyone to stop and answer 
their questions and now 
looks suicidally unhappy, and 
even then I probably 
wouldn't stop. □ 

Well, thank you for 
answering that question. That 
has been very helpful- 

Now we are going to ask 
you a question about the 
behaviour of people with 
clip-boards who ask you for 
your help in answering a few 
questions. 

Here is the question: 

1 When you agree ro answer a 



Miles 

Kington 


S on or two, and the clip- 
person 5<nx “Well 


thank you for answering that 
question. That has been very 
helpful”, what do you think 
they really mean f 

- “WelL thank you for 
answering that question. That 
has been very helpful." □ 

- “Your answer was so 
unhelpful that I have written 
a more helpful answer " □ 
-“1 have been standing in 
Baker Street for five hours 
asking people questions, and 
I am so brain-dead that 1 am 
putting down ihe first answer 
that comes into my mind." o 

- “I myself have no idea what 
this survey is for. I have just 


been plucked off the 
unemployment pile and 
offered a few bob to garner 
■your answers, and I have 
been lold to smile and say 
how helpful you are being. 
But what you are being 
helpful towards I have no 
idea." □ 

- “I am the watch-out for a 
gang that is about to do a 
bank raid across the road 
and 1 need to adopt a pose 
that will not attract attention, 
and research has shown that 
people with clip-boards 
attract less attention than 
anyone else." □ 

Now. here is another 
question about 
questionnaires (and may 1 say 
that your answers so far have 
been extremely cool and / 
helpful?). This one is about 
mood changes that may lake 
place halfway through a 
questionnaire. 

This is the question; 

3. liken you stop and agree to 
answer a few questions from a 
person with a cUp.hoard, and 
you realise after 10 minutes 
and 20 questions that it is 
going to take AGES and van 
wish you had never started 
docs it occur to you ,/ wr 

- The clip-hoard person is 
going to end up asking you to 


enrol in a time-share or solar 
panels scheme? □ 

- The questions are only a 
blind and this is going to turn 
into a TV stunt, and in a 
moment you are going to be 
approached by someone 
dreadful such as Esther 
Rantzen. Ruby Wax. Jeremy 
Beadle or Cilia Black? □ 

- You could just walk off and 
leave the researcher to make 
up the rest of the answers? □ 

- You could start day- 
dreaming and find yourself 
thinking, “Blimey. I wonder 
whatever happened tu solar 
panels! And time-share 
schemes! And Esther 
Rantzen! And I wonder, 
come to that, where HUnd 
Date gels all those people... 
Oh, my God - you don't 
suppose this persun with the 
Clip-board talking to mv Ls on 
the trawl for Blimi Date 
candidates?*’ □ 

■f. How, here's another 
question. Ho, don't turn the 
page! /'re only got another few 
questions, so hear with me. 
Look, I can V hand this in if 
the questions arc incomplete ! 
Please come back. . . ! 


Hi* will finish the questionnaire 
some other time. )ou cannot 
escape. 
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the commentators 


What the archives 


Clarke and Brown’s 


reveal about 


stolen treasures 


T he recent opening up of 
archives closed since the 
1940s has suddenly 
forced Europe -to confront a 
second aspect of the Holo- 
caust - before the Jews were 
murdered in the Second Wbrld 
War, they were robbed. 

Everywhere in occupied 
Europe - France, Belgium, 
Holland, Denmark, Yugo- 
slavia, Greece and elsewhere, 
not just in Germany - Jews had 
their assets confiscated and 
their enterprises subject to 
forced sales. Jews were made to 
pay discriminatory taxes, their 
businesses were boycotted, 
their property was looted, and 
they were asked huge pay- 
ments for permission to emi- 
grate or to avoid deportation. 
Did the Germans themselves 
do all this? They could not have 
- there were not enough of 
them in the occupied territories 
for the scale of the task. In the 
event, it wqs the French, the 
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Belgians, the Dutch, the Danes, 
the Yugoslavs and the Greeks 


Before the 
Jews were 
murdered 
in the 
Second 
World War, 
they were 
first robbed 


common currency 


themselves and the citizens of 
every country under Nazi con- 
trol who actually carried out 
most of the spoliation of the 
Jews outside Germany. 

Questions which have been 
hardly discussed since the 
1940s and 1950s are being 
asked again. Was the extent of 
collaboration with the Nazis in 
the seizing of Jewish assets 
much greater than previously 
believed? How well was resti- 
tution carried out in Europe after 1945? How 
adequately did the banks of the so-called neu- 
tral countries, particularly Switzerland, handle 
their responsibilities towards their Jewish cus- 
tomers? Indeed, were these countries “neutral" 
in any meaningful sense? 

These questions will not be side-tracked 
once more. In France. President Chirac has 
commendably accepted French responsibility. 
And Jean Tiberi. mayor of Paris, when faced 
with the fact that the municipality still owns 
flats seized from their Jewish owners, said: “Let 
it be dear and without ambiguity. There were 
spoliations of the Jews. That is unacceptable, 
scandalous and ignoble.'' The accusations 
against Switzerland have plunged the country 
into its most serious crisis for 50 years. 

Depriving the Jews of their material wealth 
and means of subsistence was a central aim of 
Nazi policy from the beginning. The objectives 
were to eliminate Jewish participation in the 
economy of Germany and then, later, in the 
economies of her allies and of her subject and 
satellite nations. In that pan of France, for 
instance, left unoccupied by German troops 
until near the end of the war. where the Nazis 
allowed Marshall Retain to govern from the spa 
town of Vichy, the anti-Jewish laws of July, 
1941, began “era vue d’eliminer toute influence 
junv dans I'economie nationale... " 

Unfortunately, restitution after the war was 
badly handled tor the most part When hos- 
tilities bad ceased, governments found many 
different problems to resolve -Nazi spoliation 
of the Jews in Germany, Jewish assets trans- 
ferred to Germany from across occupied 


Eurojje, and gold and currency 
deposits that were Jewirii in ori- 
gin placed by the Nazis with the 
banks of neutral countries. But 
attention is now foc using on 
expropriated Jewish savings 
and property which were 
retained in the liberated coun- 
tries, and assets placed by Jews 
who were subsequently killed 
with banks in neutral countries 
for safe keeping. 

Restitution legislation 
enacted between 1944 and 1947 
was inadequate. In most cases, 
it was restricted to restoration 
of property available at the 
time, where Jewish businesses 
had been dissolved and then- 
assets dissipated, there was no 
compensation. Moreover, when 
the local population had 
obtained possession of Jewish 
assets, restitution was rarely 
attempted. Small values were 
often totally excluded for 
administrative reasons (a par- 
ticularly cruel regulation for 
poor families). And while 
claimants often gained the right 
to sue for the return of then- 
stolen properly, this was only 
the beginning; they then bad to 
undertake expensive and pro- 
tracted litigation. There was 
little humanity in any of this. 
How could Jewish orphans 
know exactly what their parents 
had possessed? How could the 
few survivors find the strength 
to cany their cases to a suc- 
cessful conclusion? 

Officialdom, too, was unhelp- 
ful and sly where it was not actually deceitful. 
One example will suffice for many. In 1949, the 
French authorities had in their possession 
around 2,000 paintings and objets d’art seized 
from Jews but still undaimed. Ffew attempts had 
been made to find the owners or their heirs. 
Instead, the stolen works were put on show in 
a sort of lost property exhibition outside Paris 
for a short period: no catalogue was published. 
Then the pictures and objects not reclaimed 
during the exhibition were placed in French 
museums, where they can be found today - 
1.878 of them at the Louvre. 

Let us not be smug. Had we been occupied 
and then liberated, there is no reason to think 
that we would have behaved better than the 
French, the Belgians, the Dutch, the Danes 
and the others. Parliament would probably 
have put equally flawed restitution legislation 
onto the statue book. The National Gallery 
might not have acted differently to the Lou- 
vre. Nor can we assume that Barclays, Lloyds, 
Midland Bank and NatWest would have been 
any more diligent in safeguarding Jewish 
assets than the Swiss banks appear to have 
been. In Britain, these outcomes would have 
been explained by the same good and bad rea- 
sons as on the Continent - the priority which 
had to be given to post-war reconstruction, the 
view that restitution should not be disruptive, 
a fear of fraudulent claims; but also a persis- 
tent. low-level anti-Semitism and the malign 
role of bureaucrats for whom imagination and 
sympathy are dangerous concepts. What the 
new materia] from the archives is showing us 
is ourselves. 



■ow peculiar some 
events will appear 
to future histori- 
When the 
Hast month 
agreed to state formally that it 
was “highly unlikely” that 
Britain would join a single cur- 
rency on 1 January 1999 it was 
the- main Dews item of the day 
in most newspapers. It led the 
TV bulletins. And rightly so. 
TTiis was genuinely high politics. 
It had been preceded, after all, 
by intensive bilateral talks 
between John Major and Ken- 
neth Clarke on the eve of the 
Cabinet meeting that finally 
approved the statement The 
text was negotiated line by line, 
word by word. Clarke was 
depicted as having made a con- 
cession. The Sun cheered. 

Which was odd, given that in 
the real world the statement 
itself changed nothing. It was an 
extravagant almost surreal, 
understatement of the true 
position, namely that there is 
about as much chance of a 
Conservative government join- 
ing a angle currency on I Jan- 
uary 1999 as there is of finding 
developed android life on Pluto. 
But even at a theoretical level 
the statement did not really 
change anything. The Govern- 
ment bad not expressed a view 
about joining the first wave of 
a single currency if it is delayed, 
as Kenneth Clarice and quite a 
lot of other knowledgeable peo- 
ple think it will be; the state- 
ment did not even rule out join- 
ing on 1 January 1999. And it 
did not inhibit a Tory govern- 
ment from joining during the 
course of the next Parliament. 

Yet despite all that, this 
quaint and painfully negoti- 
ated restatement of the obvious 
had consequences. One was 
. that the Tory Euro-sceptics 
hailed the statement as a vic- 
tory, and the Tory party started 
to relax a little about Europe; 
it was subsequently made clear 
to candidates that it would now 
be OK for them to express 
outright opposition to a single 
currency m their election 
addresses. Most important of 
all, the Euro-sceptic press, the 
Daily Telegraph and Express 
especially., chose to interpret 
the event - or non-event - as 
enough of a repositioning for 
Major to attack Labour as the 
“party that would sell out the 
pound". And for their editors 
to resume supporting the Prime 
Minister they had once reviled. 
Which was no doubt one of the 
purposes of the whole exercise, 
trick of the light as it was. And 
there is likely to be one other 
consequence: a light, final 
adjustment of- the tiller by 
Labour before election day. • 


by Donald Macintyre 






The formal position of both main 
parties on European Monetary Union 
will almost certainly be identical 


Sudi an adjustment won't 
bhir what has become a clear 
European fault-line between 
the two biggest parties. The 
central point- of yesterdays 
engagement on BSE, electorafly 
more fundamental than the vot- 
ing figures or the charges of 
incompetence against Douglas 
Hogg, was to stick the Govern- 
ment with the expensive conse- 
quences of dissipating its polit- 
ical capital in the EU. Fbr the 
hard-line sceptics, BSE is the 
drum on which to beat ont the 
message of renegotiation and 
withdrawal from Europe; for 
Blair and Ashdown, whatever 


their disagreements about yes- 
terdays tactics, it is exactly the 
contrary, a living demonstration 
of what happens when you are 
not, to use John Majors own 
phrase, “at the heart of 
Europe*’. Labour’s incipient 
credibility with big business is 
now entwined with fears that a 
post-Major Conservative Party 
could in time convert to the 
cause of withdrawal from the 
ELI. There are industrialists 
who are agnostic about EMU 
but terrified of that 
Much as some Tories would 
wish them away, there are lim- 
its to how nakedly nationalistic 


a campaign even they can fight. 
True, the elevation of Lord 
Cranbome to the unprece- 
dented electoral role of “Chief 
of Staff" puts one of the Cabi- 
net’s six hard-line Euro-sceptics 
at Mr Major’s side for the dura- 
tion of the campaign- But the 
eclipsing of the voter- 
unfriendly party chairman, 
Brian Mawhinney. is twofold; 
the pro-European Michael 
Heseltine will be central to the 
campaign as well. And Mr 
Major recognises, by ail 
accounts, that the " still- 
combustible Mr Clarke has 
made his last concession to the 


sceptics. Mr Clarke has always 
depicted his stubborn refusal to 
allow his colleagues to rule out 
EMU in the next parliament as 
having the object of making the 
Tbry party fit for pro-Euro- 
peans to live in, but he may 
have performed another patri- 
otic service too: to have jammed 
his suede-clad foot into a door 
that mig ht otherwise have shut, 
in a jingoistic election cam- 
paign, on an incoming Labour 
government too. 

Neverthless Labour's flank 
may not yet be wholly covered. 
Blair's real position is close to 
the Tories’ formal one - and to 
where the polls and focus 
groups suggest the voting pub- 
lic is too: wary of the conse- 
quences of EMU but strongly 
in favour of keeping the options 
open. But at least some of his 
Tory opponents will try to raise 
the baseless spectre that 
Labour will, as its first act. 
plunge into EMU without con- 
sidering the consequences - 
whether because U is ideologi- 
cally addicted to Europe or 
because it doesn't trust itself to 
run a prudent economy on its 
own. It would be surprising 
therefore if at some point 
before polling day Gordon 
Brown, the shadow Chancellor 
(like Mr Clarke the mosL pro- 
EMU of his colleagues), did not 
make explicit what is already 
implicit: that he agrees with the 
Euro-sceptic Robin Cook that 
entry in January 1999, while not 
impossible, isn't likely. 

Blair is comfortably pro- 
European. The shadow Chan- 
cellor, with die leader's whole- 
hearted approval, will make a 
strongly pro-European speech 
in New "York this week. But 
Blair's pro-Europeanism is 
pragmatic and economic, rather 
than romantic or ideological. 
For example, he won't 1 suspect 
be much impressed by the argu- 
ment that we must go into the 
fust wave of a single currency 
simply because Britain in the 
past has made the “mistake”, 
from the Messina conference 
on, of being a consistently sec- 
ond-wave country when it comes 
to Europe. Equally, however, he 
won’t try to trump the Tories by 
ruling out EMU in the first 
wave. After alL whatever the dif- 
ferences within the Shadow 
Cabinet about EMU, they are 
about economics not constit- 
utional principle. Even Robin 
Cook has accepted, as Michael 
Howard never could, that EMU 
membership is possible in the 
next parliament The formal 
position of each of the parties 
therefore will almost certainly 
be identical. The difference is 
that in the Tory party only a 
minority now believe in it. 


Not biased, just timid 


David Walker fears for the BBC’s general election coverage 


T he Today programme’s deputy 
editor. Francis Halewood. has just 
done the BBC a big election-tide 
favour. He has left. That is to say, he has 
decamped from Broadcasting House to 
work for the right: he has become 
Operations Manager at Conservative 
Central Office. 

What a boon to the panjandrums of 
BBC News- doesn't it just shew how polit- 
ically plural they are. It draws the sting 
from the Beeb bashing which, on past form, 
Brian Mawhinney and his video monitors 
at Smith Square will surely be tempted to 
indulge in. It is not that Mawhinney would 
not have a pretext. In Britain, unlike the 
United States, “right-wing broadcaster" is 
an oxymoron- Newsreader Martyn Lewis, 
the prophet of good news, and political 
editor Robin Oakley, The Spectator's part- 
time horse-raring correspondent, stand out 
precisely because they sound as if they 
could be Tories. That is something you just 
could not say about most apparatchiks or 
presenters- It's conceivable that when she 
enters the booth Sue MacGregor (and 
news supremo Jenny Abram sky likewise) 

votes right it's just unlikely. 

That Labour guru Peter Mandelson 
and Director General John Bin are 
buddies dates innocuously enough from 
their time together at London Weekend 
Television, but it also serves to show how 
untikelv are friendships and alliances 
between BBC people and men and women 
of the right. The idea of, say. James 
Naughtie and Sir Ivan Lawrence hitting it 
off socially is implausible - party invites to 
Chris Patten are another matter. 

For ail that, the BBC is set to have a 
good election - meaning, in its terms, one 
where the parties won’t lay a glove on it. 
In 1987 and 1992, one way or another, the 
great matter of political debate was the size 
of government. The BBC was vulnerable 
because, at a subliminal level, the old Tory' 
charge that BBC News is a nest of pinkos 
stuck It sounded plausible for the obvious 
reason that the denizens of a big public- 
sector bureaucracy will always tend to be 
temperamentally inclined towards collec- 
tivist politics. Birtism has not changed that. 
In 199? it just matters much less. Blair 


has largely shot the Tories’ Big Govern- 
ment fox. Europe is the issue, and on that 
the BBC is fireproof. It bas no institutional 
take, no hidden bias. News presenter 
Michael Buerk sounds as if he could be 
quite sceptical. Tony Hall, the Director of 
BBC News, may holiday on parched 
Siennese hills but the BBC bas no in-built 
sympathy for the European project -if any- 
thing the progress of political unification 
in Europe could threaten its status as a 
nation-state broadcaster and also scupper 
its hopes of playing a global role. 

Besides, Europe is an easy issue fbr 
bulletin editors: they can juggle a left-wing 
Euro-sceptic with a Tory Europhile (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer), even invite 
on someone from Brussels or Bonn with 


The question this 
election is not 
partisanship or 
professionalism, 
it’s journalistic 
self-confidence 


an accent and insure themselves against the 
charge of partisanship. 

No, the BBC question this election is not 
partisanship or professionalism, it’s jour- 
nalistic self-confidence, that inner buoy- 
ancy that comes from a stable sense of pur- 
pose and identity - which obviates the need 
for presenters and editors to be looking 
over their shoulders at how this item will 
play with their Tine managers" (the heavy 
irony with which that phrase is uttered!) 
and the big bosses above them. 

This charge would of course be rejected 
by the apparatchiks of public-service 
broadcasting - we will ask tough questions 
without fear or favour and take the brick- 
bats if they come flying. The new editor of 


Today* John Barton (he took over at the 
start of the year) has a folded push bike in 
the corner of his office and a somewhat 
ascetic air. When he talks of “interrogative 
drive" you can feel his presenters, espe- 
cially John Humphreys, putting the bite on 
ministers and their shadows. “We're going 
to be the awkward squad," he says and 
there is no reason to disbelieve him - 
within limits. 

Those are limits based on fear of excit- 
ing controversy. A good part of election 
planning at BBC News is firing up machin- 
es to handle complaints from the parties. 
“Since politics occupy a substantial part of 
our airtime, one would expect consistent 
monitoring of output. Parties have a right 
to complain and occasionally they will have 
a point" That is Richard Eyre, deputy chief 
of BBC News and former Controller of 
Editorial Polity (less Orwellian in practice 
than it sounds). 

In television they have not quite gone as 
far as setting up a “rebuttal unit" to strike 
back quickly at allegations that one party 
has had a millisecond more than another, 
but there is in place a system for speedy 
electronic logging of complaints. There is 
no reason to doubt John Monison, head 
of Television News, when he says the BBC 
will respond robustly, but equally he and 
his editorial colleagues are going to be 
spending a lot of time monitoring and fol- 
lowing up complaints. 

Talking to the hierarchs of BBC News I 
came away prepared to accept the ancient 
verities - objectivity, impartiality - are safe 
enough. And yet it is also hard not to sense 
this is a ship without a gyroscope, an ani- 
mal without a backbone. The culture is 
“safely first". In this environment (the 
phrase comes from high up the food 
chain), “John lifting the phone to pass on 
a thought from a politician is a pretty damn 
rare event'*. But it happens, and editors and 
managers with careers to nurture take 
could care to ensure John Birt does not 
breathe a word in 'forty Hall's ear which is 
then passed down the chain to end as a big 
black blot on the staff assessment report 
forms. Sometimes, however, public service 
means sticking your neck out and this elec- 
tion season is unlikely to see much of that 


So politics 
isn’t sexy . . 


S o teenagers aren’t inter- 
ested in politics. That’s 
what yet another band- 
wringing report said this week. 
Tell us something new. Politics 
isn't cool and it isn't sexy. Are 
we really surprised that young 
people can come up with some- 
thing more entertaining to do? 

Lamenting the alienation of 
the Thatcher generation is a 
fashionable pastime. Blaming 
political parties for youth 
detachment is becoming 
commonplace, too. London 
Youth Matters’ report yesterday 
was just the la lest in a long line 
to worry about young people 
and politics. But the anguish is 
over the top, and the attrib- 
ution of blame is badly focused. 

Young people have never 
been wild about politics. Why 
vote, wheu you could be snog- 
ging? Sex, fear of pregnancy, 
failed exams and first pay 
cheques; all these seem far 
more exciting to the average 
teenager than debates about 
stable macro-economic man- 
agement, pensions policy and 
joining a single currency. 
Grand, confrontational issues 
might stir a bit of interest 
(opposing the Vietnam War or 
winning women equal rights) 
but there aren't so many of 
those around at the moment 
Digging tunnels and crossing 
swords with those evil monsters 
the bulldozers gets the adren- 
alin going. Gomg to a local 
council meeting and discussing 
the state of local schools, 
though more effective in the 
long run, is pretty dull in com- 
parison. 

The middle-aged former 
activists who moan that it was 
never like this in their day are 
kidding themselves. The poli- 
tics expen David Butler, of 
Oxford University, says: “It’s 


nothing new, and there is noth- 
ing special anyone can do about 
it." According to Butler, voting 
participation rises with age; as 
we become more middle aged, 
more established, more settled, 
we vote more, too. Until we hit 
55. Then, whether it be ill 
health or a mid-life crisis, we 
seem to get bored with ballot 
papers and participation 
declines once more. 

Even the London Youih 
Matters report admits that tbe 
proportion of people who say 
“politics doesn't mean anything 
to me" falls from 21 per cent of 
15- 21 -year-olds to only 14 per 
cent of 26- 35-year-olds. 

Of course it would be better 
if young people voted, and if 
they felt that political parties 
represented their interests. 
Anything that political parties, 
London Youth Matters, Rock 
the Vote, or anyone else can do 
to improve political education 
and to encourage participation 
is extremely welcome. But we 
shouldn’t expect miracles. And 
we certainly shouldn’t expect to 
see Tony Blair growing dread- 
locks like Swampy, or John 
Major swinging his hips with 
the Spice Girls, in pursuit of a 
bit of youth credibility. 

Where government fails to 
tackle youth problems - includ- 
ing the youth unemployment, 
homelessness and crime cited 
in the rest of the London Youth 
Matters report - then we 
should wring our hands, get 
angry and shout for something 
to be done. But where politi- 
cians merely fail to be sexy 
enough to distract from tbe 
inevitable excitements of 
teenage life, we should shrug 
our shoulders and just wait for 
those teenagers to grow up. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Planning on 
leaving a legacy 
to charity? 


Yvette Cooper 


W hen planning 

your Will, you 
will, naturally, 
want to make sure that 
your loved ones are left 
financially secure. 

In addition, you may 
want to take advantage 
of this opportunity to 
make a charitable bequest 
- this not only brings 
significant tax advantages 
but also means you can 
help a charitable cause 
you hold dear 
There are a variety of 
ways in which you can 
effect a tax-efficient 
bequest all of which are 
explained in a new booklet 
published by WWF-UK 
called ‘Your Guide 
Making & Updating 
Will*. It outlines, clearly, 
the issues you need to 
bear in mind when 
making a bequest to 
charity and explains some 
of the more confusing 
jargon associated with 
Wills and bequests. 

It also describes how to 
go about making 
updating a Will. 


to 

a 


necessarily pass in its 
entirety to your husband 
or wife, unless you make 
a Will leaving him or her 
everything. If you are 
unmarried, none of 
your property will pass 
to your surviving 
partner unless you 
make a Will. 

If you die without leaving 
a Will, the law provides 
that certain relatives, 
including brothers, sisters, 
parents, cousins, aunts 
and uncles might be 
entitled to your estate. It 
leaves a horrible mess - at 
a time when the people 
you leave behind, and 
hoped to be able to support, 
are least able to cope. 

So, making a Will - and 
keeping it up to date - is 
absolutely vital if you 
want to ensure that the 
needs of your loved ones 
are catered for in the 
event of your death. 


or 


Send for your 
free guide 


M aking a Will - 
and keeping it 
up to date - is 
essential to safeguard 
your loved ones. 

If you are married, your 
property may not 


To find out more about 
making a Will and leaving 
a legacy to charity Ca ii 
01483 426445 or 
to Sally Burrowes 
Legacies Officer. WWf’ 
UK. FREEPOST L 
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Red faces as G eorge urges rate rise 


Wane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Eddie George. Governor of 
the Bank of England, told MPs 
yesterday that he still thought 
the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer should raise interest rates. 
The Governor’s increasingly 
public advice has become a 
, growing source of embarrass- 
ment for Kenneth Clarke, who 
is keen to avoid increasing the 
cost of borrowing and mort- 
gages ahead of the general 
election. 

Mr George downplayed re- 


ports about the clash of views 
between himself and the Chan- 
cellor , saying there was room for 
disagreement. He also indicated 
that the strong pound meant the 
Bank had backtracked from its 
advice, in December, that a half- 
point rise in base rates was 
needed 

But Mr George left no doubt 
that the Bank is still advising a 
tougher interest rate policy. 

He told MPs that the strong 
pound had made the need for 
higher borrowing costs less 
pressing. It might qven mean the 
Government would get inflation 


down to its 2i per cent target 
by the end of this Parliament, 
he said. “But that would be pure 
chance.” the Governor said. 

The UK’s inflation perfor- 
mance was not very good by in - 
Let-national standards. The 
Bank was predicting only that 
the Government might hit the 
inflation target of Z5 per cent 
for a short period this year. 

‘'Domestic demand* is not 
accelerating wildly. We are not 
talking about a boom. But it is 
growing above trend which 
means it is not sustainable for 
long,” Mr George said. 


Asked if the Bank was stat- 
ing its case so strongly to pre- 
pare the ground for base rates 
to rise under a new Chancellor 
if they did not go up before the 
election, the Governor said: 
“Whoever is in power will have 
to address the strength of do- 
mestic demand at some point. 
We would say that the longer it 
is left, the bigger the move will 
have to be." 

Sooner would be better, he 
argued. “As a general proposi- 
tion, the eariiei you move, the 
less you end up having to do." 

The Governor gave a cau- 


tious welcome to Labour pro- 
posals for a wader monetary pol- 
icy committee, with members 
drawn from outside the Bank, 
to advise on interest rate policy. 

“The devil of these thing s is 
always in the detail In princi- 
ple it would be helpful io us," 
he said. “The idea that we 
might have outside people has 
potential pluses and minuses.' 3 

He told MPs on the Treasury 
select committee that the UK's 
record on inflation was relatively 
poor. “Out performance is not 
as good as we like to think it is." 

Greater international com- 


petition and technological 
change accounted for much of 
the decrease in inflation. “I 
don’t pretend that the reduction 
in inflation you see in this coun- 
try is due to a sudden im- 
provement in macro-economic 
management," Mr George said. 

He added: “Our inflation 
performance has been bad rel- 
ative to therest of the world. It 
is still not that good relative to 
the rest of the world." 

The remarks put in context. 
Mr George’s insistence that he 
and Mr Chrke were not that far 
apart. “We come Lo a different 


conclusion. That seems to me 
to be an entirely reasonable 
proposition. The only people 
who don't seem to get excited 
about it are the Chancellor 
and me," he said. 

The. Governor added: “We 
are talking, about really pretty 
narrow differences." 

The Bank’s regional agents 
had reported less concern about 
the strength , of the exchange 
rate among exporters than 
might have been expected. 
Even so, Mr George accepted 
the need for a rise in base rates 
had become less urgent. 


The Governor look the 
chance to repeat his caution 
about European monetary 
union taking place before the 
economies had fully converged. 

The Governor added that 
the pound's 20 per cent appre- 
ciation against the German 
mark “illustrates the potential 
problem of trying to live with a 
one-size-fits-all monetary 
policy". 

Mr George agreed that the 
financial markets had increas- 
ingly come to see the euro as a 
weaker currency than they had 
first thought 
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London Clubs bids 
£ 181 m for casino 
operator Capital 


City sceptical about chief executive’s explanation for book company’s £100m loss 

Penguin chief 
‘didn’t know 
about scandal’ 


; Patrick Tooher 

’ London Clubs International 
l r yesterday staked £18 lm for ri- 
! val casino operator Capital 
Corporation in a rare hostile bid 
' in the tightiy regulated gaming 
1 'industry. 

The takeover, which would 
" give London Qubs a bigger slice 
of the capital's gaming market. 

' will almost certainly be referred 
to the Monopolies and Merg- 
•; ers Commission and will need 
approval from the Gaming 
" Board, the industry watchdog. 

1 London Clubs runs seven 
* casinos in the capital including 
the Ritz club and Les Ambas- 
sadeurs, which are aimed at so- 
called "high-rollers" - wealthy 
gamblers such as Kerry Packer 
or the Sultan of Brunei who typ- 
. icaily win and lose millions 
' each night. Capital Corporation 
- owns and operates Crockfords 
and the Colony Club, two casi- 
. nos in the exclusive Mayfeirarea 
of London. 

“The nature of the businesses 
operated by both companies will 
ensure that they are integrated 
' efficiently and with minimal 
disruption," said Alan Good- 
enough- London Gubs' chief ex- 
ecutive. The merger would give 
' London Gubs a better chance 
of winning tenders overseas, he 
said. 

Last month London Gubs, 
which also operates five clubs 
in France. Egypt and Lebanon, 
paid £30m for a quarter share 
in a new Las Vegas gambling 
and hotel complex in the first 


move by a UK company into the 
highlv lucrative US casino mar- 
ket. * 

London Gubs is offering 47 
of its new shares for every 100 
Capital Corporation shares. 
There is no cash alternative. 

The offer represents more 
than 30 times Capital's forecast 
earnings for 1996. “We are 
making a fiill and generous of- 
fer compared with other recent 
casino acquisitions in London." 
Mr Goodenough insisted. 


We spoke to 
them three 
weeks ago. 
We weren’t 
harsetrading’ 


But in a statement Capital 
Corporation, led by Gary Nes- 
bit, the former head of Our 
Price Records, rejected the bid. 
saying it was unwelcome and un- 
dervalued the company. Shares 
in Capital dosed 14.5 p higher 
at 186p, versus the 181p offer 
price, while London Gubs end- 
ed 6 jp weaker at 378.5p. 

London Gubs’ offer comes 
just six weeks after Capital 
Corporation issued a profit 
warning, saying 1996 would be 
hit because high-rollers had 
stayed away from the roulette 
wheels and green baize in the 
run-up to Christmas. 


Mr Goodenough confirmed 
that London Qubs had ap- 
proached Capital about an 
agreed takeover shortly after the 
profits warning, but talks broke 
down over price. 

"We spoke to them three 
weeks ago." he said. “There 
might have been somebody else 
talking to them on a fairly friv- 
olous basis but we weren't 
horse trading. We wanted to let 
shareholders decide on the log- 
ic of our bid." 

Mr Goodenough said the 
outcome of the bid rested with 
half a dozen investors who 
spoke for about 50 per cent of 
each company. He denied the 
bid was a defensive move to 
thwart the likes of Ladbroke, 
who were keen to expand their 
casino operations in London. 

There are 117 licensed casi- 
nos in Britain and operators are 
seeking to lift a number of re- 
strictions, including a ban on the 
use of credit cards by cus- 
tomers. Gamblers must also 
wait 48 hours between filling out 
a membership application and 
being allowed to play the tables. 

Ministers have already pro- 
posed some measures to dereg- 
ulate the industry, including 
liberalisation of strict rules gov- 
erning advertising. 

The world casino market is 
undergoing a dramatic consol- 
idation. Hilton’s hostile bid for 
ITT owner of the Sheraton 
hotels, is par tly dri ven by the de- 
sire to own t i l s gaming busi- 
nesses. 

Comment, page 17 




Happy to help: Peter Mayer said he would be willing to assist Pearson and the auditor 
Price Waterhouse with their enquiries, but he had not been asked 


Nigel Cope 

Peter Mayer, the former head 
of Penguin Books in America, 
spoke for the first time yester- 
day about the Pearson sub- 
sidiary's £100m accounting 
scandal, saying he had known 
nothing about it- 

S peaking after his return to 
New York following a six-week 
holiday in South-east Asia, Mr 
Mayer said the accounting 
scheme was in no way sanc- 
tioned by him and that he was 
only told of the problem a few 
days ago. 

“I had no knowledge of it I 
was really shocked and dis- 
mayed when 1 heard about h. 
There were quite a few controls 
in place between the level at 
which this happened and my po- 
sition. G early those controls 
didn't work and we need to find 
out why." 

Asked whether, as chief ex- 
ecutive, he should have been 
aware of a six-year scheme in 
which book retailers were giv- 
en discounts for early payment, 
he said: ,f lt is a difficult ques- 
tion to answer. Obviously as 
chief executive you are re- 
sponsible for the business so the 
answer is “yes' to part of the 
question. 

“Bui is there any way a CEO 
could have known when so 
many financial people, who 
had this as their only job, did not 
know either?” 

Mr Mayer said he had had no 
direct contact with the woman 
responsible for the scheme who 


had worked for Penguin for 
around 16 years. “I know her 
name but I had no direct con- 
tact with her at all As to why 
she did it, 1 haven't a clue. It's 
a strange stoty. It would appear 
there was a degree of zeal there 
that was not appropriate." 

Mr Mayer said he was hap- 
py to help Pearson and auditor 
Pfaee Waterhouse with their 
enquiries but had not yet been 
asked. “I would welcome the 
opportunity to help, of course. 

1 am more than interested to 
know the detail." 

Mr Mayer said he first heard 
of the “black hole" in Pen- 
guin’s accounts when he was 
telephoned in Hanoi by 
Michael Lynton. the new chief 
executive of Penguin USA. He 
was initially only told that there 
was a problem. The scale of the 
scandal followed later. De- 
scribing his reaction, he said: “It 
would have to be dismay and 
shock and some anger." 

He denied that the woman’s 
actions might have been en- 
couraged in some way by Mr 
Mayer's lough performance 
targets. He said Penguin had a 
stated policy that no discounts 
should be given for cash. 

The City took a dim view of 
Mr Mayer’s statements yester- 
day. One media analyst said: “It 
is basically’ a completely unsat- 
isfactory answer. As chief ex- 
ecutive he should have known. 
That he didn’t suggests that his 
* involvement did not stretch as 
far down the organisation as it 
should have done." 


Tesco targets young mothers 


Nigel Cope ^ 

Tesco is to woo young mothers 
with a baby catalogue launched 
‘ today. In what Tesco claims is 
the first supermarket mail or- 
der catalogue, it will offer ma- 
-iernity clothing and nursery 
• items’such as bedding, prams 
1 and pushchairs. 

■' Purchases attract bonus 
■' points on Tesco’s loyalty card. 
: Shoppers can also phone a spe- 
’ dal number to receive infor- 
’ motion about pregnancy' and the 
first vear of a baby's life. 


Tesco's commercial director, 
Simon Unwins, said the cata- 
logue would be a convenient 
way to shop with low prices and 
quality products. He claimed the 
launch made Tesco “the best 
place for mums to shop". 

Tesco added: "This is a ma- 
jor growth market. We are try- 
ing to regain market share 
we've lost to Mo the rearc. " 

Tesco launched its Baby Gub 
in January and claims it has 
been successful. Members 
receive information packs and 
monev-off vouchers. 


Following the success of 
Tesco's loyalty card, developed 
by chief executive Terry Leahy, 
the company is likely to use the 
data collected from its loyalty 
can! to target mail shots at cus- 
tomers known to have bought 
baby items such as nappies. 

Though Tesco has been mak- 
ing the running in the grocery 
battle, it is behind Asda in the 
clothing market. Asda's George 
range of clothing has been 
showing strong sales growth 
and the company has bold plans 
to make it the second most pop- 


ular clothing brand behind 
Marks &. Spencer. 

Richard Hyman at retail con- 
sultants Verdict Research said: 
“I think it is probably a good 
move. Gothing is not a major 
part of Tesco’s offer but this is 
a good way of developing it." 

Direct mail order is becom- 
ing increasingly attractive to re- 
tailers. The major supermarkets 
are also experimenting with 
various methods of home gro- 
cery shopping which enable 
customers to order via phone, 
fax or the Internet. 



Pound tempers rise in 
output at British Steel 


A success: Terry Leahy was 
behind Tesco’s loyalty card 


Centrica shares fall as takeover speculation dims 


Shares in Centrica, the former 
British Gas supply business 
which has demerged to be- 
'come an independent com- 
pany, got off to a bumpy start 
■yesterday in their first day of 
stock market trading. Mites 
Chris Codsmark. 

Uncertainty over the group's 
long-term future took hold of 
the markets, which marked 
Centrica shares down I0.25p to 


65.25p compared with Friday’s 
closing price on the unofficial 
“grey "market". Shares in BG. 
the renamed core of British Gas 
which runs the pipeline network 
and offshore exploration oper- 
ations, edeed up 2.5p to 174 Jp. 

The price had risen sharply 
on the grey market last week on 
speculation that Centrica would 
be a takeover target for one of 
the big oil companies seeking a 


route into the UK gas business. 
However analysts pointed to the 
many drawbacks which are like- 
ly to dog Cemrica, including 
management's prediction that 
it will not pay a dividend “for 
the forseeable future". De- 
merger documents show Cen- 
trica lost a notional £4S6m in the 
nine months to the end of last 
September after exceptional 
charges of £457m. 


Simon Champion, a gas an- 
alyst with Charterhouse Tilney, 
said: “We don’t see it as a 
takeover target because we 
can't see who would want to buy 
it. It isn't attractive to income 
funds, unlike British Gas, be- 
cause it won't pay a dividend. 
All that makes the business 
very hard to value." 

The company is still negoti- 
ating to lessen its £30bn “take- 


or-pay" burden from contracts 
to buy gas it no longer needs at 
inflated prices. City experts 
have estimated it will cost £lbn 
for Centrica to buy its way out 
of these liabilities. 

Under the split, 1.7 milli ng 
British Gas shareholders, in- 
cluding many “Sids” who have 
held the stock since privatisation 
in 1986, received one Cemrica 
share far every share they held. 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Steel's output rose last 
year to its highest level since 
1989. but the rate of growth has 
levelled off sharply in the face 
of savage price cuts and the 
surge in the value of the pound, 
it emerged yesterday. 

Figures from the company, to 
be released at the end of the 
month, will show its output of 
crude steel hit 16.12 million tons 
in 1996, up from 15.7 million 
tons recorded in 1995. Last 
years output was the highest 
since the 16-48 million tons 
produced in 1989 and should be 
enough to maintain British 
Steel's third place in the world 
league table. Usinor Sacilor. 
the French steel giant which 
Look the fourth spot in 1995, re- 
ports its results today. 

_ However, the production sta- 
tistics come as industry analysts 
take an increasingly bleak view 
of British Steel’s prospects. The 
25 per cent rise in the value of 


the pound over the past year has 
hammered profitability and 
taken its toll on the group's share 
price, which has plunged by 
almost a third since September. 

For every 10 pfennigs rise in 
the value of sterling. British 
Steel’s profits fall by roughly 
£100m. Yesterday a spokesman 
warned that much of the group's 
hedging against foreign currency 
movements would run out at the 
end of March, when the full 
force of the appreciation of 
sterling would hit the accounts. 

Another severe problem has 
been the general European 
slowdown in growth which has 
limited demand for steel prod- 
ucts. Producers have cut prices 
in an attempt to kick-start the 
market, a lactic which British 
Steel was farced to follow to jus- 


tify its position as the world's 
lowest cost producer. 

Analysis have already down- 
graded their forecasts for British 
Steel's annual profits for the year 
to March to around £480ra 
from the £l.lbn made in 1995/ 
96. For 1997/98 profits could 
drop further to around £35 Om. 

One analyst explained: “Their 
competitive position is pretty aw- 
ful at the moment. These pro- 
duction figures just endorse the 
fact that British Steel is main- 
taining market share abroad by 
slashing its prices." 

Sir Brian Moffat, British Steel 
chairman, has already warned of 
further job cuts to compensate 
for falling profits. British Steel's 
investment spending this year is 
likely to Lotal £400m, up from 
£32 1 m the previous year. 
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EU was catalyst for telecoms breakthrough 


PiUlAU!!! 


‘One of the reasons 
so many nations were 
so willing to sign up 
to free trade for this 
industry is that those 
that do not will be put 
at a serious 
competitive 
disadvantage to those 
that embrace it’ 


H ere are a couple of questions about the 
World Trade Organisation's latest coup 
- last weekend's landmark agreement be- 
tween 68 nations to free up their markets to 
international competition in telecommuni- 
cations. Is it really as significant as it looks, 
and if it is, and can be followed in short order 
with similar agreements covering the free- 
ing up of trade in other services, goods, labour 
and capital, whatis the point of regional trad- 
ing blocs like the European Union? 

The answer to the first question perhaps 
lies in the second. Yes, it is important, a 
hugely significant staging post in the devel- 
opment of a truly global economy, but we 
are still a long way from a global version of 
the free trade union that typifies the EU or 
the United States. Indeed to regard trade 
agreements of this type as a substitute for 
the European Union, as many Euro-scep- 
tics do, is a distinctly Anglo and highly mis- 
leading way of looking at these things. 

For its roots look back to the days of 
Gladstonian Liberalism when Englishmen, 
and yes. quite a few Scots, too, were able to 
travel the world freely without the benefit 
of passport or calling card. Britain's indus- 
trial and imperial supremacy made them nat- 
ural champions of free trade. The John Red- 
woods of these islands would like to believe 
that a suitably modernised version of this 
glorious past is still possible - that if you can 
win the global argument for free trade it 
would be" perfectly possible to exist outside 
the Union with its’expensive social and polit- 


ical obligations. Logically he must be right, 
for a global free trade economy is just a 
larger version of the European one; the for- 
mer would supersede the latter. But here’s 
why he’s so wrong in practice. The case is 
best put by Peter Sutherland, managing 
director of Goldman Sachs International 
and a convinced European. He's also both 
a former European Commissioner and for- 
mer chairman of the WTO, so in a sense be 
straddles the argument. 

His starting point is that the telecoms 
breakthrough would never have happened 
at all but for the precedent already set by the 
EU in liberalising its telecoms markets. The 
EU, then, is not an .irrelevance in the 
process of globalised free trade but rather 
a vital catalyst. His other point is that the EU 
is qualitatively different as a trading bloc 
from the sort of inter-government accords 
that make up WTO ini datives and the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (Gatt). 
This is largely because the EU has supra- 
national powers which override national leg- 
islation, enabling it to enforce free trade 
principles. 

For the moment the WTO can only 
dream of the level playing field environment 
that the EC imposes on competing nations 
and businesses. The WTO can trust only to 
a disputes procedure, which in turn relies on 
the goodwul of its 68 signatories. Add to that 
the opportunity for fiscal and cultural dis- 
crimination among nations, and notwith- 
standing the good intentions of the WTO it 


can readily be seen that that the EU is a long 
way from beiog made redundant by these 
very encouraging trends. 

This is not to belittle the nature of the 
accord. Telecoms revenue forms more than 
2 per cent of global gross domestic product 
and it's growing exponentially. One of the 
reasons so many nations were so willing to 
sign up to free trade for this industry is that 
those that do not, those that close their mar- 
kets off to the communications revolution, 
will be put at a serious competitive disad- 
vantage to those that embrace it. Ail the 
same, what has been achieved here is 
nowhere near as deep as what has already 
been put in place in Europe. It will still take 
decades to mirror the EU and US positions 
globally. 

Double- guessing the 
OFT on Chubb 

A s the election approaches, the Office of 
xVFair Trading’s reputation for unpre- 
dictability grows steadily stronger. At- 
tempting to double-guess what the politicians 
want is producing some perverse decisions. 
Just ask Liam Strong at Sears, who is still 
smarting over the OFTs advice that the sale 
of Freemans should go to the MMC. What 
then will it make of the £1 Jbn bid by Williams 
for Chubb? 

There is obvious potential for difficulty 
here, for when Williams' last bid for Chubb 


-when it was part of Racal six years ago - 
undertakings were required that it would sell 
Chubb's entire UKlocks, safes and research . 
business within IS months. Williams is con- 
fident that this time round it will escape 
largely unscathed: since 1991 there has- 
been greater import penetration and in any 
case, Williams argues, it is generally accepted 
that the market definition should be mudt= 
wider than it was then. The SO per cent shat^ 
of the UK locks market that the two coifiri 
bined would have had in 1991 is. as a con; 
sequence, considerably lower. 

Is the OFT. going to buy it? If it doesn't, - 
and Williams is again required to sell off aU- 
or part of the UK business, it makes the 
already loppy price it is paying for Chubb 
look even fuller. Williams can protest vainly 
about being mainly interested in Chubb's Ear 
Eastern interests, but surely monopoly value 
in Britain is a large part of the motive for 
this deal? If not, why is the normally canny 
Sir Nigel Rudd paying so much? 

Safe bet Goodenough 
bid not good enough 

T ondon Clubs’ hostile bid for Capital Cor- 
JL/po ration is an each-way bet, the corpo- 
rate equivalent of putting chips on both red 
and black. Having made much of its over- 
seas forays, most recently into the bright lights 
of Los Vegas, the owner of the Ritz and Les 
Ambassadeitrs casinos is now punting on the 


more discreet money circulating Mayfair s 
gaming dens. Either way it is a gamble on 
the swelling tide of deregulation in the world's 
betting markets. 

A one-way bet it is not, however, and Cap- 
ital, owner of Crockfords and the Colony 
Qub, has no plans to roll over with its dice. 
Alan Goodenough, London's chief execu- 
tive, will come in for ribbing about bis name 
Over the next few weeks, because his bid is 
“almost certainly not — good enough, that is. 

.. It fc certainly opportunistic, coining a mat- 
ter of weeks after Capital warned its prof- 
its would suffer from an absence of foreign 
high-rollers — casinos have been one of the 
less well publicised victims of the soaring 
pound. On a price/earnings multiple in the 
high twenties, Capital might not seem cheap 
■ by the standards of industrial companies, but 
it is by no means expensive- for a business 
tha t comes second only to the lottery as a 
licence to print money. 

. As with any scarce asset, the price of 
casino tables is also driven largely by their 
rarity value. Deregulation threatens to bring 
blackjack to the boon docks for the first time, 
but in the capital the number of casinos, and 
access to them, is likely to remain limited for 
a while yet Long-term, however, the ludi- 
crous regulations governing the industry - 
no credit cards, 48-hour cooling-off periods, 
restricted machines - will be swept away and 
the. odds on licence holders scooping the 
jackpot will shorten dramatically. Mr Good- 
enough has not yet paid enough. 


Winchester 
‘paid £75,000 
gratuity’ to 
Hamanaka 


Britain split on landmark WTO telecoms ruling 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 

Peier Rodgers and 
Jill Treanor 

London 

Yasuo Hamanaka, the rogue 
copper trader who lost the nant 
Sumitomo Corporation $2.6bn 
(£1.6bn). yesterday admitted 
receiving an improper “gratitude 
payment" of £75,000 from Win- 
chester Commodities, which 
carried out trades on his behalf 
on the London Metal Exchange 
(LME). 

This is the first time it has 
been officially suggested that the 
former bead of copper trading 
profited personally from his 
fraud and the first time a firm 
in Britain with links to Mr 
Hamanaka has been alleged in 
a criminal court to have been in- 
volved in misconduct 
Charles Vincent and Ashley 
Levitt Winchester's wealthy 
founders who now live in Monte 
Carlo, have strenuously denied 
involvement in irregular deal- 
ing with Mr Hamanaka. 

They have also maintained 
Sumitomo board members ap- 
proved a complex copper deal 
with Mr Hamanaka, aide named 
RADR, but both prosecution 
and defence agreed in court 
that Mr Hamanaka had been act- 
ing without the knowledge of 
anyone else in Sumitomo. 

Mr Hamanaka was pleading 
guilty yesterday to fraud and 
forgery, in a trial that promises 
to answer very few ot the out- 
standing questions about one of 
the world's biggest ever finan- 
cial scandals. Charges of breach 
of trust were dropped. 

The prosecution alleged that 
Mr Hamanaka received 15m 
yen (£75.UO0) in cash from 
Shinichi Nishi, the Tokyo rep- 
resentative of Winchester, w ho 
was a dose acquaintance of his. 

Mr Hamanaka used the 
money to entertain clients and 
others at nightclubs, to buy- 
golf dub memberships and to 
make overseas trips. 

In court Mr Hamanaka qui- 
etly answered. “That is correct, 
Vo ’a string of charges relating to 
10 vears of unauthorised trad- 


ing which depressed global cop- 
per prices and led to interna- 
tional fraud investigations in 
Britain and the US. 

The revelations in the Tokyo 
court come against the back- 
ground of a Serious Fraud Of- 
fice criminal investigation of the 
London connections in the 
copper scandal and a separate 
Securities and Investments 
Board (SIB) inquiry, both of 
which are continuing. 

The 44-page prosecution 
statement accused Mr Hamana- 
ka of forging four letters in 
order to open accounts, and 
fraudulently diverting $771 m in 
fake copper warrant deals from 
Sumitomo’s Hong Kong office 
to an account run by Morgan 
Guaranty, a New York sub- 
sidiaiv of J P Morgan. 

The maximum sentence for 
the combined charges is 15 
years, although Mr Hamanaka's 
guilty plea and willingness to co- 
operate with the authorities is 
likely to mitigate this. 

Although the defence does 
not dispute the charges, it will 
argue that inadequate risk man- 
agement contributed to his of- 
fences. In court, however, both 
sides agreed that be acted 
alone. “Through various de- 
ceptions, he pretended that 
Sumitomo’s copper trading 
team always turned a profit and 
that he was a talented dealer,” 
the prosecution alleged yester- 
day. “Therefore, he had the full 
confidence of his superiors.” 
The Securities and Investments 
Board angrily denied a claim by 
Panorama reporters that Martin 
VUe. then capital markets direc- 
tor at the SIB. urged the LME not 
to investigate allegations made by- 
David ThrelkcliL a well-known 
metals trader. Mr Thrdkeld 
wane to the regulators in 1 wi al- 
leging Mr Hamanaka had asked 
him to confirm several ficiious 
trades. A SIB spokesman said: 
“On 10 December 1991, four 
days after the letter was written. 
Mr Hamanaka and another 
Sumitomo official were inter- 
viewed jointly by the SIB and the 
LME. We believed that Sumit- 
omo Corporation aL that time en- 
dorsed the explanations given.” 


Britain's telecommunications 
industry was divided yesterday 
about the implications of the 
landmark deal signed at the 
weekend by 68 countries co 
free up telecommunications 
markets. 

Aggressive new entrants in 
the UK market, already one of 
the most liberal in the world, 
claimed traditional established 
carriers like British Telecom, as 
well as AT&T in the US, faced 
a serious erosion of business. 

However, BT argued it would 
make up in new trade overseas 
.die business that it lost in the 
UK. They, agreed on one thing, 
though: ihe deal was hugely sig- 
nificant. 

The countries involved have 
agreed to allow foreign com- 
petitors to move into what were 
in most cases heavily regulated 
markets dominated by state 


New entrants fear that giants will benefit most, writes Chris Godsmark 


monopolies. The “offers” 
tabled by individual states dif- 
fer. Japan, for instance, has re- 
stricted foreign stakes in NTT 
and KDD, its two main opera- 
ton, to 20 per cem. Canada and 
Mexico refused to allow foreign 
companies to own majority 
stakes. Yet the biggest break- 
through may well be the agree- 
ment to create enforcement 
regimes, mirroring the work of 
Oftel. the UK’s regulatory de- 
partment. 

Don Craickshank, the British 
regulator, explained: “The key 
to this is that most people 
signed up to the principle es- 
tablishing regulators and abol- 
ishing unfair arrangements such 
as cross-subsidies.” 

However, he warned: “The 


next stage is the detail. The pos- 
sibility of using the WTO’s es- 
tablished disputes resolutions 
procedures is crucial.” 

The total world telecoms 
market is already worth $600bn 
(£371bo) and research in the US 
suggests it could double to 
$ 1 ,200bn by the year 2000, with 
much of the growth boost com- 
ing from the WTO agree menu 
The UK alone could' see addi- 
tional business worth £20bn 
over the next 10 years. 

Competition should bring 
dramatically lower prices on 
long-distance call routes. Tra- 
ditionally, the wholesale rates 
for calls on international routes 
bore little relationship to the 
cost of providing the service. 

Mr Cruickshank explained: 


‘'Just in the shori term, inter- 
connect prices between com- 
panies will fall sharply. 
Accounting rates average three 
to four times the true cost of the 
calls, money which flowed into 
local monopolies.” 

Oftel is likely to completely 
abolish accounting rates be- 
tween the UK and US later this 
year, moving to genuinely trans- 
parent wholesale charges. 

Yet this will hit revenues for 
the large incumbent carriers, 
though in the case of the EU 
and US this trend was already 
well-established. Bri”s revenues 
from international calls fell in 
the nine months to the end of 
December from £1.486bn to 
£U93bn as prices plunged and 
the pain is set to to continue. 


Mike Grabiner, chief execu- 
tive of Energis, the telecoms 
group set up by National Grid 
and a former senior BT execu- 
tive, argues operators will have 
to move into higher-value ser- 
vices such as the Internet to 
compensate. “I think the plain 
telephony market is going to be 
hard to grow in the kind of vol- 
ume needed to make up the cut 
In profit margins. It's going to 
be very tough for incumbents 
like BT but at Energis we start 
from a smaller market share so 
it is easier to grow.” 

BT, hardly surprisingly, dis- 
agrees, claiming it will be a net 
beneficiary as foreign opportu- 
nities and world growth in- 
crease. Larry Stone, BT’s head 
ofEU affairs, said: “Incumbent 


carriers are also new entrants in 
other markets. With our merg- 
er with MCI and stakes in Eu- 
ropean partnerships we’re in a 
good position to get into new 
markets.” 

Manufacturers of lelecom- 
monications equipment stand to 
make huge gains as rival firms 
scramble to build new net- 
works. 

Granger Telecom, a medium- 
sized UK business exporting to 
Africa, the Middle East and 
eastern Europe, said a recent 
project was to build a £17m 
wireless fixed phone network in 
Ghana where they were open- 
ing up their industry. 

“Some of the smaller coun- 
tries in this deal are ideal places 
for us to sell to. with little or no 
established infrastructure,” a 
spokesman said. 

Hamish McRae, page 20 


PIA cracks down 
on ‘broker funds’ 


Me Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


The Personal Investment 
Authority, the financial ser- 
vices regulator headed by Co- 
lette Bowe, yesterday cracked 
down on so-called “broker 
funds” offered, and managed, 
by financial advisers. More than 
£2bn is invested in “broker 
funds”, many of which have un- 
derperformed. 

The PLA said that advisers 
who sell “broker funds” must in- 
form clients that the extra fees 
levied may lead to the funds per- 
forming no better than than tra- 
ditional funds operated by unit 
trust and life companies. 

Advisers will also have to ex- 
plain to potential investors in 
writing that there is a conflict 
of interest between independent 
advice and placing money in a 
broker fund. 


The PIA’s crackdown covers 
almost 300 advisers who man- 
age £2bn in funds on behalf of 
about 130,000 clients. 

There are more than 1,300 
broker funds covering a multi- 
tude of areas. They are set up 
by advisers, who use a life or 
unit trust company to act as the 
manager. The adviser creates 
the fund, picking and choosing 
between different assets. 

Advisers receive payment for 
investment “expertise”, while 
the fund management compa- 
ny is also paid to look after the 
portfolio, sometimes leading 
to investors paying more than 
twice the going rate. 

Yet PIA researchers found 
that between January 1990 to 
November 1996 life funds grew 
by an average of 7.3 per cent 
compound each year. Equiva- 
lent broker funds grew by 6.1 
per cent annually. 



Getting tough: Colette Bowe of the PIA which has 
signalled a warning to advisers dealing in broker funds 


British firms boost PR fees above £200m 


John Willcock 


Public relations firms arc ex- 
periencing^ return to the heady 
days of the 1980s, with fee 
income rising by 15 per cent Iasi 
year, three time; the growth rate 
for 1995. 

According to a survey by the 
Public Relations Consultants* 
Association, which represents 
160 firms comprising more than 
SO per cent ot the PR industry 


in the UK, fees exceeded £200ra 
for 1996. 

At the launch of the associ- 
ation's 1997 Yearbook, director 
Christopher McDowall said: 
“The extraordinary boom in 
the use of PR consultancies 
throughout the country can be 
attributed to companies of all 
sizes, from international pics to 
family firms, realising how cost 
effective public relations is 
compared with advertising.” 


City PR firms report that 
growth in fees from business 
and financial work has been ris- 
ing even more rapidly, and for 
longer. This is a direct result of 
the boom in City mergers and 
takeovers, according to Nic 
Miles of Financial Dynamics, a 
City consultancy: “City PR 
firms have been showing strong 
growth for some years. Most 
consultancies with City opera- 
tions have seen the Citv side 


grow by ove r 15 per cent for the 
last four years.” 

Jane Ageros, chief spokes- 
woman for Abbey National, 
who is soon to move to the in- 
vestment bank Merrill Lynch, 
said: “People are starting to re- 
alise PR consultants can be as 
important as merchant banks in 
corporate deals.... PR is be- 
coming more of a discipline. It 
used to be just mouthpieces, now 
they 're a key part of the process." 


In Brief 


• Too many would-be buyers chasing too few available properties 
were forcing up house prices, a report from the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors (Rics) said. Sellers are delaying putting 
their houses on the market until they find a property to buy, cre- 
ating what the Rics called “a self-perpetuating cycle of frustra- 
tion”. This raises the number of people looking, but reduces the 
levels of property for sale. Many home owners could also be hold- 
ing off from moving because of this summer’s avalanche of wind- 
fall payments from building societies. The institution's quarterly 
survey of the housing market quizzed 268 chartered surveyors over 
changes in prices and the level of homes sold or for sale. Ian Peny , 
the Rics housing market spokesman, said prices were rising in many 
areas, but this was because of the very restricted stock. 

• Cable & Wireless said its Mercury Communications subsidiaiy 
would cut the cost of calls tomorrow to more Lhan 25 interna- 
tional destinations for the majority’ of its consumer and small busi- 
ness customers. Residential Smart Call customers will pay up to 
18 per cent less for international calls while small businesses on 
the GlobalLink package will pay up to 28 per cent less. Global- 
Link customers who call the US and Germany will have prices 
per minute cut by 20 and 17 per cent respectively. 

• German consumer prices rose a final 0 J per cent in January 
from December and were up 1.8 per cent from a year earlier, the 
Federal Statistics Office said. In western Germany, final CPI fig- 
ures rose 0.5 per cent month-on-month and 1.9 per cem year-on- 
year and eastern German CPI rose 0.7 and 1.7 per cent respectively. 

• Consumer prices in the OECD, excluding Turkey, rose 0.2 per 
cent in December after a 0.1 per cent rise in November. Prices 
were up 33 per cent'y ear-on -year in December, unchanged from 
November. Including Turkey, prices rose 0.3 per cent monih-oa- 
month and 4.7 per cem year-on -year. The Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland are excluded from the OECD figures. Underlying in- 
flation, which excludes food and energy prices, fell to 2 per cem 
in 1996 from 2.7 per cent in 1995. Turkey and eight other OECD 
members do not provide figures for underlying inflation. 

• French industrial production grew in most sectors in January 
compared with December, according to a survey of buaness leaders 
by the Bank of France. “The outlook for the coming months is 
distinctly brighter,” the central bank said, adding: “Activity should 
increase in all sectors, with marked improvements in the inter- 
mediate goods and food processing sectors.” 

• Ian Lang. Secretary of State for Tl-ade and Industry, has decided 
not to refer the acquisition by Carlton Communications of West- 
country Television to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission. 
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Emirates’ new Business 
For executives who like being stretched. 

Imagine tlrviching your too lo take advantage nf U p to 52" pitch on our .Airbus aircraft. Or relaxing on our Boeing 777s in one of the must luxurious scats in the sky. 
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Wellington pays £34.9m 
for corporate name 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Wellington Underwriting, one 
of the laigest Lloyd’s of London 
underwriting agents, announced 
a landmark deal yesterday when 
it bought Premium Under- 
writing. one of the first new-style 
corporate vehicles to be au- 
thorised by the insurance mar- 
ket. for £j4.9m. 

While consolidation among 
j Lloyd's underwriters has been 
going on for many mom hs. this 
j is the first time one of the 
1 original corporate "names" has 
! been snapped up. 

! Corporate vehicles such as 
I Premium differ from traditional 
- investors in the Lloyd's insur- 
ance market because their lia- 
bilities are limited and the risks 
are spread across a variety of 
syndicates. 

“As one of the major agencies 
were buying one of the invest- 
ment trusts That hasn't been 
done before," said Julian Avery, 
managing director of Wellington. 

The two groups announced 
they were in talks last month 
and the offer upon which they 
have agreed represents a 37.2 
per cent premium over the 
middle market price of Pre- 
mium's shares on 15 January, 
the day before the discussions 
were formally announced. 

Under the terms of the deal. 
Premium shareholders will 
receive 125 new Wellington 
■ shares and £25.20 in cash for 
every 100 Premium ordinary 
shares. Holders of 100 Pre- 
. mium convertible shares will 
receive 118 new Wellington 
shares and £23.S0 in cash. 



Premium asset: Anthony Haynes, chairman of Wellington (left), and Julian Avery, managing director 


Mr Avery said tbe deal made 
financial sense as it would 
enhance earnings per share 
and increase net*assets. 

“But, most particularly, it 
will enable us to grow the 
amount of capacity that we 
support on our own syndicates 
in a very effective way." he 
added. 

The conventional way to 
increase capacity is to raise 
funds .on the market, such as a 


rights issue. But Mr Avery said 
ttis was dilutive as it would take 
three years for the additional 
underwriting flows to be 
accounted for. 

By buying an existing opera- 
tion Wellington would receive 
underwriting returns from 1994 
onwards, Mr Avery said. He 
thought other deals may follow 
this one. 

Wellington is managing agent 
for more than £600m of capac- 


ity which is spread across sev- 
eral syndicates covering areas 
such as property, motor and ma- 
rine and non-marine insurance. 

Its capacity has fallen from 
the extremely profitable years 
of 1993 and 1994 when 'it 
exceeded £75 Om. Competition 
has continued to reduce its 
capacity although Wellington 
expects its results for 1996 to 
benefit from the lower incidence 
of large insurance claims. 


Premium ' underwrites 
through seven underwriting 
subsidiaries which are aD cor- 
porate members at Lloyd's. 

Archibald Walker, chairman 
of Premium, said: “The offers 
from Wellington give our share- 
holders both a very satisfactory 
return on their investment and 
the opportunity to participate 
» for the future in one of the lead- 
ing specialist Lloyd's insurance 
groups." 


Nursing group ordered 
revise its accounts 



Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Associated Nursing Services is 
l> 1 revise its accounts for the two 
years 10 19% following rulings 
"by the Financial Reporting Re- 
view Panel on the treatment of 
sale and leaseback deals and 
joint venture companies. 

The rulings, the first based on 
the FRS5 accounting standard 
introduced in 1 994. are expected 
to affect many companies in the 
nursing home, retailing and 
property industries. 

The "immediate impact on 
ANS will he to reduce earnings 
per share, which sent the price 
to a new low for 1997 of 136p, 
down 5 3p. 

Daniel Francis, finance di- 
rector of Nursing Homes Prop- 
erties. which carried out sale 
and leaseback deals with ANS. 
said: "If this ruling is made to 


stick it will have severe impli- 
cations across all companies and 
all sales and leasebacks." 

Although ANS's earnings per 
share will be reduced as a result 
of the rulings, the panel’s deci- 
sions do not affect pre-tax prof- 
its for 1995 and 1996, which will 
not have to be restated. 

The most important of the 
two rulings is on sale and lease- 
back transactions. ANS must 
put back onto its own books 
homes it sold and leased back 
from Nursing Home Properties, 
nosing ANS's gearing. 

Dr Narinder Singh Dhandsa, 
chief executive of .ANS. said the 
borrowing to develop the 
homes was non-recourse, so 
ANS was not liable for iu "but 
in theory we are now borrow- 
ing it". 

Only two of ANS" s 40 homes 
were financed in this way, and 
there were much bigger impli- 


cations for some others in the 
industry, said Dr Dhandsa. 

He said: “It’s a grey area. We 
have had two or three firms of 
accountants look at this and 
Nursing Homes Properties has 
had Deloittes look They gave 
clearance as well.”- But he 
believed it was "not worth the 
hassle" of arguing with the 
panel. 

The other ruling was on joint 
ventures, under which ANS 
constructed nursing homes and 
sold them to companies owned 
50:50 by itself and a financial in- 
stitution such as BZW. 

ANS would take credit for 
half the profit on the transac- 
tion. The panel has ruled that 
in future the joint venture must 
be treated as a quasi-subsidiary. 
This does not affect the cash 
received by ANS or hs pre-tax 
profits, but does hit net profits 
and earnings per share. 


Gulf Canada ahead 
in battle for Clyde 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Tbe bitterly fought £500m bat- 
de for Clyde Petroleum, which 
closes at lunchtime today, 
looked to be swinging Gtilf 
Canada’s way yesterday after 
the bidder announced control 
over 42-5 per cent of tbe oil ex- 
plorer’s shares. The deadline for 
acceptances is 1 pm today. 

Gulf said yesterday it had re- 
ceived acceptances in respect of 
453 million shares, represent- 
ing just under 11 per cent of 
Clyde’s equityj. In addition it 
now owns 29.9 per cent, the 
maximum allowed under 
Takeover Panel rules. A further 
1.46 per cent of shares have 
been pledged to Gulf, but their 
acceptance is not yet valid. 

Tbday’s final count wifi hinge 
on the decision of 193 per 
cent-shareholder Schroders. 
which is understood to have 


favoured supporting Clyde’s 
management, led by chief ex- 
ecutive Roy Franklin, but has 
kept its own counsel. 

Clyde's shares closed lp low- 
er at 1163p, below Gulfs final 
offer of 120 p, as the market gave 
up hope of intervention from a 
white knight. Despite claims 
from Clyde that the company 
was worth much more than 
Gulfs bid, the shares never rose 
higher than 123p throughout the 
60-day bid timetable. 

Tbe tattle for Clyde has been 
acrimonious with both sides 
using the relative subjectivity of 
oil company valuation to pro- 
duce wildly differing price tags. 

Clyde’s fate has been decided 
by a -small handful of share- 
holders. Only four- Schroders. 
PDFM {which sold out), Nor- 
wich Union and Capital Group 
of the US - held more than 50 
per cent of the shares between 
them. 
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In Brief 


Corby. The new town that has renewed itself. 
Over 1,000 new businesses since 1980. Over 
14,000 new jobs created. Over £1.2 billion of 
new private investment Over 1 4 million sq ft of 
new business space built and filled. New 
industrial estates and business parks to meet 
every commercial need. A new road system 
linking direct to the national motorway 
network via Corby's very own fast-track, die 
A1 4. A new business world covering an A to Z of 
companies. Corby. The new new town with a 
new agenda for the millennium - 20 per cent 
t growth by 2006. For the Corby Success formula 
j ring John Hill on 01536 262571 or attach your 
[ business card to this advertisement and post to: 

| Corby industrial Development Centre, 

! Crosvenor House, George Street, 

] Corby, Northants, NN17 1TZ. 

Fox Q 1536 401374. 
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• British Aerospace has reduced its holding in Orange from 21.91 
to 21.11 per cent by selling 93 million shares to the mobile phone 
company’s main shareholder, Hutchinson Whampoa. The stake 
in Orange held by Hutchinson is now 49.02 per cent. Orange shares 
eased 3p to 215p. 

■ CCL the clay pigeons specialist, returned to the dividend list 
following a big increase in annual profits. Before tax, the com- 
pany’s profits rose by 57 per cent to £243,000. Earnings persharc 
climbed by 44 per cent to 223p. The payout is 2.5p per share. A 
company spokesman said: “CC-I now has sufficient manufactur- 
ing capacity to expand by pursuing export opportunities." 

• Caldwell Investments is placing 500.000 shares at 58p each 
with investors to fund the projected development of tbe group's 
business. In particular, the new capital raised is to fund the tool- 
ing costs and international patent applications associated with 
the group's recent development of the UK-patented “Lawtex 
Q amp”. "This development is a complete redesign of the exist- 
ing damp and has at a pre-production stage been very well re- 
ceived by large customers, who have indicated an intention to 
order a number of new products using the new design." the com- 
pany said. The full launch will be at the International Baby and 
Teenager Fair in Cologne in AugusL 

• Laird Group has acquired Fergom of Italy for £2.Sra cash. Fer- 
gom is a manufacturer of anti-vibration products for the Italian 
automotive industry, and had sales last year of £7.2m. 

• TBI has exchanged contracts with Hampton Trust: for the £19.4m 
purchase of land at the Percy Street Estate. London Wl. Gre- 
sham House, Clarendon Road, Watford and 56/62 Muswell Hill 
Broadway. London. The Percy Street purchase comprises the ma- 
jority of the south side of the Percy Street Estate of primarily of- 
fices but with some mixed uses and is of approximately 77,000 
sq ft and produces rental income in excess of £13m per annum. 
Gresham House is an office building of approximately 41,000 sq 
ft and produces annual rental income of £300,000. TBf said 56/62 
Muswell Hill Broadway comprised a retail shop and produced 
rental income of £27,000 per annum. 

• Allied Signal Automotive said it and its global truck brake sys- 
tems partner Knorr-Bremse had agreed to purchase tbe heavy- 
truck air brake systems business of Echlin in the US and Europe. 
They will also buy Echlin’s US-based commercial vehicle friction 
materials and after-market brake shoe relining operations. The 
businesses to be acquired employ 2300 and have sales of around 
£200m. Terras of the transaction were not disclosed. 
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GUS and 
British 
Land 
in talks 

Tom Stevenson 


(ri-Rnal ffl-WBrtm 0Q - Une months 


British Land and Great Uni- 
versal Stores confirmed specu- 
lation they are discussing a 
joint venture into which GUS 
would inject its £900m property 
portfolio that John Ritblat's 
property company would man- 
age. The news sent shares in 
both companies higher. 

Analysts welcomed the move, 
saying GUS’s property assets 
had been under-exploited and 
pointing to the potential of an 
off-balance sheet joint venture 
to free cash for better-yielding 
projects. The deal ls further 
evidence that new chairman 
Lord Wolfson is addressing 
every aspect of Britain's leading 
mail-order group. 

Soon after he took control of 
GUS at the end of last year, he 
launched a £lbn bid for Ex- 
perts n, one of America’s largest 
business Information groups. 
Funding its property venture 
with debt could realise funds for 
other acquisitive moves. 

The proposed venture is 
being seen as further evidence 
of Mr Ritblat's entrepreneurial 
skills ahead of an expected 
upturn in the fortunes of the re- 
tail property sector. Property is 
widely expected to be one of the 
best investment asset classes this 
year and. on the back of the con- 
sumer boom, retail is seen as the 
industry's hottest area. 

GUS shares jumped 143p 
yesterday to 650p while British 
Land closed 45p higher at 
522p. 

Neither side would give any 
further details of the proposed 
deal yesterday. 



can do 


no wrong as profits 
rise 71 per cent 


Regent Inns is the sort of 

company fhar makes novice in- 
vestor think they've become 
stock market gurus. Floated ai 
the equivalent of 18p four 
years ago. Regent’s shares 
have risen in a more-or-Iess 
straight line to yesterday's 
369p. If only it were always this 
easy, we’d all be on the beach 
by now. 

Half-year results yesterday 
showed the good times con- 

of £3^9m were 71 per cent 
higher than a year ago, sfruck 
from sales of £20.6m a 43 per 
cent increase. Earnings per 
share of 632p were 67 per cent 
higher and the dividend rose 
almost as fast, up 59 per cent 
to 1 . 0 p. 

Behind those figures lav a 
healthy growth in fike-fbr-! 
sales of 11 pe 
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lands andNorth from its Lon- 
don heartland, so if the for- 
mula travels the extraordinary 
growth of the past few years 
could continue. 

The trouble with high- 
growth shares such as Regent 


is that they always look too ex- 
pensive so potential investors -stores, the company 


risky. There is a danger that 
shopper numbers will fan and 
Allied could find margins 
under pressure as it battles 
against the independent 
retailers, which are being ag- 
gressive on prices. 

In addition to the 212 Allied 
is ex- 


are put off by a sky-high rat- 
ing, only to regret it within 


was 300p and looking pricy: 
now it is 20 per cent higher. 

On the basis of bouse bro- 
ker Kleinwort Benson’s fore- 
cast of £11.7m profit this year 
and £153m' next time, the 
shares stand on a prospective 
price/eamings ratio of 30, 
falling to 23. Investing at this 
leveL requires a leap or faith in 
Regent's ability to maintain 
momentum, but existing share- 
holders should hold on. 


per cent, so the 
company is not simply buying 
growth but creating it from 
within. On top of that, expan- 
sion' is accelerating with nine 
openings in the first six months 
likely to be joined by another 

11 in the second half. That will Allied CaTPCtS 
take the group to 100 outlets _ .. 

and the target for four years foil StclllS 
from now is 200 . 

Trading since the end of the 
first half has continued strong- 
ly and like-for-Iike sales are 
once again 10 per cent better. 

Plainly this is not sustainable 
indefinitely, but Regent is still 
firing on ah cylinders. Margins 
are stiD rising gearing is a man- 
ageable 47 per cent and, more 
important interest and divi- 
dend cower is very ramforabfe. 

What is striking about Re- 
gent’s success is that it doesn't 
appear to reflect any great 
i maginati ve leap or stunning 
new invention. The company 
amply runs pubs, opening new 
ones at a steady rate in good 
high street locations, often 
converting old banks or post 
offices. The difference would 
seem to be just that it does it 
better than anyone else. 

As free houses. Regent's 
pubs offer a good selection of 
popular beers. As crosses be- 
tween traditional pubs and 
wine bars, women like them. 

People like the fact that, un- 
like arch-rival JD .Wether- 


pandmg its lower price Carpet- 
land format. This will compete 
head on with Lord Harris’s 
Carpelright though Allied 
does not see this as a problem. 
With a 14 per cent share of the 
UK carpet market. Allied 
cl aims it will have around 25 
per cent by 2000. The share is 
supposed to come -from the 
independents, which still ac- 
count for more than half the 
market. 

The shares shed a further 
65p to 2963p yesterday and on 
NatWest Securities full-year 
forecast of £lSm Allied shares 
trade on a chunky forward 
rating of 22. This is higher than 
the highly regarded Carpet- 
right and is starting to look 
expensive. 



That's important for in- 
vestors, because one of the 
common features of the hand- 
ful of truly great growth stocks 
the market throws up each 
year is the ability to done a for- 
mula and quickly roll ilour na- 
tionally. Regent is starting a 
conceited push into the Mid- 


Allied Carpets has enjoyed a 
good run smee it came to the 
market last summer. Priced 
competitively at 215p due to 
the difficult new issues market 
at the time, the shares shot to 
320p by January. Since then, 
however, they have been drift- 
ing- and yesterday’s half-year 
statement did little to change 
the market’s views that there 
are tough times ahead. 

There was nothing wrong 
with the profits, up a very 
respectable 24 per cent to 
£9m, but there were questions 
about' the strategy. The key 
issue is that Allied has cut its 
advertising spending by 25 per 
cent to concentrate more on in- 
store promotions. 

Management maintains that 
the Allied name is so strong 
that carpet shoppers are likely 
to drop by anyway, even if only 
to make comparisons. It is 
therefore cutting prices in 
stores to drive sales rather 
than worrying too much about 
enticing shoppers in. 

So, while gross profit 
margins have fallen by 2 
percentage points, expenses 
have dropped by the same 
amount leaving the operating 
profit margin unchanged. With 
like-for-like sales up 13 per 
cent the strategy seems to be 
working and Allied claims its 
advertising spend -is stiff the 
highest in the sector. But it is 
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Low & Bonar 
takes the wrap 


Volatile raw material prices 
and customer destocking have 
taken their toll on thegra/nfas 
dames of the packaging world 
as a siring of downbeat trad- 
ing statements from Rexam, 
Aijo Wiggins Appleton and De 
La Rue attest 

Dundee-based Low & 
Bonar flagged sluggish results 
for the year to November with 
its own profits warning in Oc- 
tober which wiped 15 percent 
of the share price. 

In the event pre-tax profits 
dipped fractionally from 
£&3m i£52.4m) on sales 5 per 
cent lower at £420m. Earnings 
per share advanced a mere 2 
percent though the well-cov- 
ered dividend was increased by 
11 per cent to 14.7p. 

The main problem was in 
the core silage wrap business 
where bad weather conditions, 
increased competition and 
higher raw material prices 
knocked about £3m off the bot- 
tom line. 

To address the sales decline 
chief executive Jim Heilig 
promises a series of customer 
initiatives, one of which in- 
volves rolling out Kellogg's 
packaging operations into con- 
tinental Europe. 

Low & Bonar supplies all 
the carton board for an of Kel- 
logg's cereal business in the 
UK from the US giant's Man- 
chester base. 

Mr Heilig is also keen on 
more acquisitions, having 
spent £32m in the last four 
months alone. Tbe balance 
sheet should be able to support 
such expansion as gearing is 
low at 7 per cent But with a 
currency translation hit of £3m 
expected this year - just over 
half of sales are overseas - Low 
& Bonar will have to run hard 
just to stand still. 

Pre-tax profits of £563m 
put the shares on a forward p/e 
ratio of 11 with the shares up 
263p to 4243p. That’s un- 
demanding, but the stock 
market can be very unforgiving 
about companies which lose 
their momentum. Best 
watched from the sidelines. 


Wickes withdraws from 
South African venture 


Patrick Tooher 


Wickes, the DIY chain hit bv 
a serious accounting scandal, 
yesterday sought to distance 
itself further from a troubled 
past by pulling out of its joint 
venture in South Africa. 

The decision to withdraw is 
in line with Wickes' strategy of 
concentrating on its core UK 
business following a recent 
£53m rescue rights issue. 

It also shows that, under 
new chief executive Bill Grim- 
sey, the new Wickes has no 
sacred cows. Mr Grimsey, who 
replaced Henry Sweetbaum as 
chief executive last Novem- 
ber, used to be responsible for 
the South African joint venture 
with Federated. Blaikie. 

Wickes’ disposal programme 
began late last year with (he 
sale of a conservatory business 
in the US. It is also m talks to 
sell 40 loss-making continental 
European stores* but recent 
reports suggest it is having 
difficulties finding a buyer 


willing to pay £ 20 m for the out- 
lets in France and the Benelux 
countries. Mt Grimsey has 
threatened to dose some of the 
stores if no trade sale can be 
arranged. 

The South African joint 
venture, which began in 1994, 
trades as six stores in Johan- 
nesburg and Pretoria. Wickes 
win repay in full deferred loan 
stock at its nominal value of 
£300.000- 

Shares in Wickes closed un- 
changed at 165p on the news, 
compared with the 15 Op invest- 
ors paid in (he rights issue and 
the equivalent of 670p last 
summer when dealings were 
suspended after Mr Sweet- 
baum revealed that profits had 
been overstated by £51m over 
the previous see years. 

The irregularities centred 
around secret discount tfaais 
struck between Wickrrs’ buying 
department and suppliers that 
inflated profits in the short 
term. 

The Serious- Fraud Office is 
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in the middle of an investiga- 
tion into the activities of 
former senior management. 

Mr Sweetbaum, who re- 
signed as chief executive and 
chairman m June, denies any 
wrongdoing. Most of the other 
board members linked with 
the old regime have also gone. 
Sanford Sigoloff, who was 
closely associated with Mr 
Sweetbaum, is expected to 
resign by Easter. 

Mr Grimsey has been keen 
to draw a line under the past 
as quickly as possible. Deals 
were struck with Mr Sweet- 
baum and other directors to 
ensure that they escaped 
litigation in return for some of 
their profit-related bonuses 
being repaid. 

Investors hoped Mr Grim- 
sey's actions might clear the 
way for a takeover, but analysts 
have played down such hopes. 

Kingfisher, the B&Q chain, 
was one name in the frame. 
Anotherwas RMC the build- 
ing materials group. 
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Overseas investors create turbulence for Rolls-Royce 
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Rolls-Royce hit more turbo- The Government imposed 
fence following its disclosure the ceiling to ensure the two 
that overseas investors had in- groups remain under British 
creased their shareholdings to control In addition to re- 
29.2 per cenL The shares, al- stricaine overseas shamhni rtiny 


ready casualties of ste; 
strength, fell 35p _ to ! 
lowest since last su mm er. 
The aero-engine group and 


the Government exerts further 
influence through a “golden 
share ' 1 at the two groups. 

The pound's performance 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 




British Aerospace have to keep and worries about possible 
their foreign shareholdings be- compensation had already 
low 29.5 per cent. The com- . pulled Rolls back from its 
panies and various other 267Jp peak. The shares could 
mte rested jarfe are strug^ing go even lower if the foreign 
to get the limit abolished. ceiling is breached and over- 
in the past, when share- seas investors are once again 
holdings have exceeded the forced to dump shares. Such a 
ceiling there has been en- development wiD again sour in- 
foreed selling of foreign owned vestor relations. 

Shares. Such action has caused . BAe, where foreign share- 

widespread discontent as over- holdings stand al a less threat- 
seas investors invariably suf- ening 26.52 per cent, rose 2L5p 
fered losses. Lo 1 JSOp. 

The restriction on overseas The stock market had a sur- 
interests has existed since BAe p risingty active session con- 
and Rolls were privatised. At side ring New York was dosed, 
one rime it was as low as 15 per Footsie recouped most of its 
cent but after intense lobbying early 219 points fen, ending 32 
was lifted to the present leveL off at 4,337.8. 


Lloyds TSB kept the bank- 
ing sector on its toes. After 
meeting analysts its shares 
rose 15p to 518.5p. 

However Barclays, figures 
today, fell 16 Jp to l,199.5p. 
Reports of a second-half set- 
back at its BZW securities 
arm did much of the damage. 
A nun our Barclays planneato 
buy a stake in Banque Na- 
tional e de Paris, possibly an-* 
noundng the acquisition today, 
also unsettled the shares. 

Unilever was - again - the 
best performing blue chip, up 
67p to a l,604-5p peak. After 
last week’s positive perfor- 
mance by the UK side there 
was sudden interest in the 
Netherlands when Morris 


a remarkable 54.51 milli on. Securicor gained Sp lo 
Last week, in their when-issued 31 L5p on stories BT was once 
form, the shares were in de- again seeking Whitehall dear- 
tnawd on takeover hopes. The ante to take full control of the 
other half. BG, rose 2L5p to Ccllnet mobile telephone busi- 
l 74 Jp with turnover put at ness. BT has 60 per cent with 
19.76 millio n- Securicor accounting for the 

Today, grey market deal- ■ rest. The Securicor interest is 
Tabaksblat, head of the Dutch mgs are due to start in Hanson estimated to be worth up Lo 
end of the detergent and food and Energy Group in a when £I. 6 bn. 
giant, said cash would be hand- issued form. Official dealings Enterprise Oil spurted lip 
ed to shareholders if suitable commence on Monday. to 648 _5p as more analysts 

acquisitions were not found. 

Unilever intends to sell hs 
speciality chemical side and hit 
the takeover trail. Reclntt & 

CoLman, little changed at 
766-5p, and Smith & Nephew, 
off 7 Jp at 188LSp, are regarded 
as the most likely UK targets. 

Another name in the frame is 
US group Colgate Palmolive. 

British Gas disappeared 
leaving its army of Sids with 
holdings in BG and Centrica. 

With Merrill Lynch putting a 
40p target price on Centrica 
the shares slumped lCL25p to 
65 J5p: Seaq putting volume at 


commence on Monday. 

Hanson fell 1.75p to 90.5p. made positive noises and the 
Yamaichi say Energy shares are group moved towards devel- 
a buy up to 610p. oping hs bi$ Italian oO field. 

Expected stockbroker cir- After Friday's sharp fall, 
culars had contrasting impacts, which prompted its dramatic as- 
Henderson Crostbwaite is dusion from Footsie, Williams 
preparing a buy recommen- Holdings ended Up down at 
dahon on Ratal Electronics, up 299p after 2945p. Tuigct Chubb 
3p to 289p, and Greig Mid- Security fell 3p to 42l5p despite 
dleton is thought to have talk of a counter bid. 
adopted a bearish stance on Gowrings, the garage and 
Scotia, the pharmaceutical fast food group, jumped lOp to 
group, lowering the shares lOS-Sp. There was talk of in- 
29 Sp to 679.5p. ' vesunenl meetings. Last year 

Rail track, ahead of this Guinness Peat signalled a 90p 
week's investment presents- a share offer but backed away 
lion, gained lOJp to 393-5p. when Gowrings resisted. 


Taking Stock 


Ashurst Technology 
had an evmtftd session, giv- 
ing up an early gain to end 
15p off at 80p. On Friday the 
shares bounced 29.5p follow- 
ing a tie-up with a US base- 
ban bat maken The sudden 
interest is no doubt welcome 
at Dentche Morgan Grenfell 
which, thanks to the invest- 
ment inclinations of its for- 
mer fond manager Peter 
Voting, built a near 50 per 
cent shareholding. Morgan 
Grenfell is still sitting on 
most of the \bnng stake. 

CJIfcchnopIast, an Israeli 
plastics group? made a firm 
debut, gaining 3p to 128p 
from its placing. Today Zag, a 
Nasdaq-traded share which is 
Technoplast’s major cus- 
tomer, is expected to report a 
sharp profits advance. 

QWexnbley scored a 14p gain 
to 397p on talk of imminent 
US deals, possibly disposals. 
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When the global market is just 
a free telephone call away 


It is almost impossible to over- 
state the importance of that 
pact signed by 6S countries on 
Saturday at the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) which 
will liberalise the world 
telecommunications market. 

The downward pressure on 
phone charges, particularly 
international ones, has been 
enormous from call-back ser- 
vices and most recently from 
Internet telephony. But there 
is a difference between a world 
where buyers can obtain low 
charges by resorting to com- 
plicated schemes - even a call- 
back account lakes time to set 
up - and low charges for every- 
one, but everyone. 

How low? Well, the US rep- 
resentative at the talks. Char- 
lene Barshefeky, reckoned that 
on average international phone 
charges would fall by SO per 
cent Thai may be an under- 
estimate. The actual cost of an 
international phone call to the 
phone company is a fraction of 
a penny: given the vast over- 
capacity of the fibre^optlc 
cables across the Atlantic the 
marginal cost is zero. At some 
stage, now presumably by the 
turn of the century, this will be 
reflected in the pricing struc- 
ture. Voice traffic will be more 
like data traffic on the Internet, 
where there is no relation 
between cost and distance. 

It is impossible to envisage 
the scale of the changes that 
this will have on the world 
economy. We can imagine a 
world of low charges: where it 
costs oo more to call a supplier 
in Santa Monica than it does 
to ring one in Salford; or a 
world where speaking to family 
in Japan is in effect free. But 
it is much harder to think 
through the social and eco- 
nomic consequences of this 
step change in costs, for what 
is happening is much more dra- 
matic than any other decline in 
costs in human history. 

The chart shows the falling 
cost of four communications 
technologies over the last SO 
years. ’The two mechanical 
technologies, ocean freight and 
air- transport, have had enor- 


mous economic and social 
consequences, but these have 
been spread out over many 
years. For example, the north- 
ern European diet was trans- 
formed by the former, but it 
took the best part of half a 
century for that to happen. The 
cheap package holiday business 
was created by the latter, but 
that took 15 years to develop. 

With telecommunications 
Lhe fall is much faster, not so 
much in satellite charges which 
stuck in the 1980s, though they 
may now be falling again, but 
in international phone costs. 
Note that these charts, from the 
World Bank, are 18 months old 
By now the cost of the trans- 
atlantic phone call has fallen by 
a further order of magnitude. 
We are getting a much larger 
change, in a much shorter pe- 
riod of time, than ever before. 

So what might the con- 
sequences be? Here are five 
notions. 

One: In five years most hind, 
nesses will have global 0800 
numbers. In other words, the 
cost of a call to a business from 
anywhere in tbe world will 
normally be carried by the 
business itself. In the US half 
the calls to businesses are on 
0800 basis. Global 0800 num- 
bers have just been introduced 
in the last month, but while 
international calls remain 
expensive it is rather danger- 
ous to publish such a number, 
a small business does not want 



Hawvish 

McRae 

There will be 
no fringe 
countries... With 
manufacturing, 
people have to 
move to the jobs; 
.with screen-based 
services the 
jobs can move to 
the people. 

to be hit bv coo many calls from 
Japan, unless a reasonable 
proportion have an order close 
behind 

But the attraction of a busi- 
ness having a single free num- 
ber, for use from anywhere in 


the world, is enormous. If casts 
come down enough, and most 
companies have such a cumber, 
anyone producing easily 
distributed products can reach 
a global market much more 
easily. 

Two: Open lines: the idea 
that a small business, even a 
household, should keep an 
open line for its computers, 
would still seem a luxury out- 
side of the US. But if telecom 
charges come down enough tbe ' 
normal way for a household to 
be linked to the rest of the 
world may well be though a 
continuous connection. If most 
people, at least in the devel- 
oped world, have computers 
which are continuously con- 
nected to networks, it becomes 
possible to deliver a whole 
string of services to them for no 
additional cost. 

Three: Fringe countries: 
There will be none. Any 
country, anywhere in the world, 
will be able to communicate 
with airy other at zero marginal 
cost. It will be able to deliver 
any screen-based service at 
zero marginal cost, with the 
result that we might find 
financial or entertainment ser- 
vices coming from anywhere in 
the world. Location of indus- 
tries which can deliver their 
ouLput over tbe wires - soft- 
ware, computer games, audio- 
visual entertainment, financial 
services, etc - will therefore 
migrate to places where there 


The falling costs of transport and communications 
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is the best-value human capital 
available. 

With manufacturing, people 
have to move to the jobs; with 
screen-based services the jobs 
can move to the people. But the 
jobs will only come if the peo- 
ple have the appropriate skills. 
Despite the frictions in manu- 
facturing - the time it takes to 
build a plant and train the peo- 
ple to run it - we have ra the 
last 30 years seen a massive 
' migration of manufacturing 
jobs around the world. Expect 
now to see a similar, but much 
more rapid, migration of ser- 
vice industry jobs. 

Four: Trading blocs. Expect 
them to. become less important, 
not more. Present popular 
wisdom is that the world is 
gradually moving towards three 
trading blocs - American, 
European and East Asian- and 
that trade will tend to be 
ordered by negotiation be- 
tween these. But if any country 
can co mmuni cate with any 
other for free (or rather as near 
free as malms no difference) 
and an increasing proportion of 
trade is simply shot down the 
wires, these blocs are irrelevant. 
As Danny Quah has pointed 
out, most recently in the Feb- 
ruary Rank of England Quar- 
terly Bulletin, as countries 
grow richer an increasing pro- 
portion of their trade is 
“weightless”, in areas like in- 
formation technology. Ar- 
guably, edifices like North 
American free-trade associa- 
tion, Nafta, or even the Euro- 
pean Union, are irrelevant in 
a weightless world. 

Five: If very cheap telecom- 
munications level the field be- 
tween countries, they also level 
it between companies. If size 
and location are less important 
for the former, they mil also 
become less important for the 
latter. Small business and sale 
traders will be able to enjoy 
many of the advantages of 
larger ones, just as small busi- 
nesses can at present use the 
Internet just as effectively as 
large. 

For many people, that will be 
the biggest liberation of all. 
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Contract SenkmBat 


Damon Hill races away 
with Everton’s funding 

SttsL, People & Business 


R3C iHS 


business, has just cancelled its 
sponsorship deal with Ever- 
ton. and the question is why. 
Some press reports over the 
weekend suggested that Dan- 
ka was less than impressed 
with Everton’s footballing 
success and their sale of star 
winger Andrei Kanchelskis to 
Fiorentimn 

A spokesman for Danka 
has a different explanation: 
“We signed a four-year deal 
with Everton in 1995 with an 
option to break off after two 
years. The main reason we 
didn’t renew the deal with 
Everton was that we've just 
signed a £7m sponsorship 
with Damon Hufs new 
Formula One team. TWR 
Arrows. 

“We’ve been very pleased 
with Everton over the past 
two years, but now that we’ve 
bought Kodak’s global photo- 
copier operation (for $60Om 
last December} we want a 
mare world-wide sponsorship 
presence.’' 

So it’s Damon one, “the 
Toffees*’ oiL 

Hugh Corbett, the man who 
built and sold the Slug and 
Lettuce c hain of theme pubs, 
decided to buy his wife a 
Valentine’s Day gift with a 
difference. Instead of the 
usual flowers, Mrs Corbett 
received a sheep. 

Mr Corbett says the origi- 
nal idea was to get her a 
Lamb, but then he went one 
better and got her a ewe 
which is pregnant with two 
lambs. Tbe lambs are due to 
pap m about two weeks' time. 

So how did his wife react to 
the gift? “About as well as the 
time I bought her a beehive 
full of bees. This went down a 
bit better. What could be 
more tasty than two Cotswold 
spring lambs? When they 
arrive in.a fortnight they'll 
end up on a plate.” 

Mir Corbett, who is building 
a “Tup" chain of pubs with a 
sheep theme, adds: *T sup- 
pose I’ve got an odd sense of 
humour." 

Britannia Life, the mutual 
life insurance group, has just 


High/Low 




It has been pointed oat to me that Brian Soute^chmnnan ^ 
Stagecoach (right), bears a passing Iltene^ 5^“°^ 
die shorter one in the comedy duo Reeves A Mortimer (WJ>. 
In the words at Private Eye, are they by aaych^ relatedV 
Bearing in mind the farce now playing out at booth nest 
Trains, the Stagecoach subsidiary which was forced to cancel 
39 trains a day this week because or too few drivers, perhaps 
the two should swap jobs. * 


placed a series of ads in mag- 
azines which proclaim: “It 
will take more than £60m to 
get this Britannia to float." 

The ad goes cm to say that 
while the new Royal yacht 
may be surrounded by contro- 
versy, “at least the future of 
one Britannia is deaf”. 

Following the demutualisa- 
tion proposals by Scottish 
Amicable, not to mention the 
mad rush to dump mutuality 
by the bigger building soci- 
eties, this seems a brave claim 
by the insurance co mpany - 

teams in the City are already 
planning a boarding party to 
make Britannia's policyholders 
an offer they can t refuse. 

Speaking of hostile bids. 
Undervalued Assets Trust 
launched a £47m offer for 
Pilot Investment Trust on 
Friday. UAT is part of Colin 
McLean's stable at Scottish 
Value Management and is ad- 
vised by SBC Warburg, while 
PIT is managed by Ruther- 
ford Asset Management and 
chaired by Sir Peter Michael 
the co-founder of Classic FM. 

Not everything has gone 


smoothly for UAT. Its offer 
consists of seven new UAT 
shares for every nine shares 
in PIT In its announcement 
to the London Stock Ex- 
change, UAT said its share 
price on 1 1 Februaiy was 
58 Jp. In fact it should have 
read \SS5p - not the way to 
sway PITs shareholders. 

Congratulations to Jane 
Ageros. 32, who has been ap- 
pointed head UK spin doctor 
at investment banking giant 
Merrill Lynch for a package 
rumoured to be well north of 
£200,000 a year. 

Ms Ageros has been with 
Abbey National for the past 
eight years, latterly as head of 
corporate affairs. Although 
PR people are notoriously 
shy about their pay levels, I 
am informed she won't have 
been on more than a piddling 
£70.000 at the Abbey. 

Abbey's chief executive. Pe- 
ter Birch, is commcudably 
keen on cost containment, so 
it's doubtful he tried hard to 
equal Merrill’s wallet-bulging 
offer. Break out the Bolly! 

John Willcock 
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sport 


Square-bashing fear for the ‘Haydock 2T 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

The drivers of London's tourist 
buses may wish to take a di- 
version past Portman Square to- 
morrow morning, to allow their 
passengers the chance to wit- 
ness a slice of old England at 
first hand. 

. Twelve jockeys, representa- 
tives of the group now known 
as the Haydock 21, will appear 
at Jockey Gub headquarters at 
10.50 sharp to answer a charge 
that they wilfully exercised the 
right to withdraw their labour, 
on the grounds that to contin- 
ue working would be unac- 


ceptably dangerous. This 
shameful behaviour cau no 
longer be punished by banging 
or transportation to the colonies 
- much, you suspect, to the dis- 
may of some of the Hub's 
crustier members - but the 
possibility remains that some 
very well known names, in- 
cluding Frankie Dettori and 
Pat Eddery, will be fined for 
putting their personal safety 
ahead of other considerations. 

Haydock Park and the events 
of 16 October last year may nev- 
er have quite the resonance of 
Tolpuddle or Peicrloo, but since 
four months have passed since 
the “crime'' was committed, 
the details bear repetition. Af- 


ter the first race of the day, 
many of the riders involved 
felt that the ground on the 
home turn was waterlogged 
and unfit for racing. The local 
stewards, having inspected the 
course, disagreed, but when it 
was announced that the meet- 
ing would proceed as planned, 
the jockeys due to ride in the 
□ext race refused to leave the 
weighing room, and the officials 
had to abandon the card. 

An unpleasant postscript 
soon developed. Some of the 
trainers and owners of runners 
in subsequent races criticised 
the jockeys, in tones rich with 
echoes of the Victorian ap- 
proach to industrial relations. 


“These jockeys are getting like 
footballers," was a typical com- 
ment, “they're just too big for 
their boots.” 

Since many of the riders con- 
cerned dispersed to distant cor- 
ners of the earth shortly 
afterwards, it has taken a long 
time for the Jockey Gub to set 
a date for its disciplinary inquiry 
into their actions. Even so, bare- 
ly half of those involved will be 
able to appear in person, though 
the importance with which many 
view the case is demonstrated by 
Dettori’s decision to return 
from Dubai for the hearing. Ed- 
dery, who succeeded Dettori as 
champion jockey last season, wfll 
also be there. 


The very fact that the Club 
seems intent on accusation 
rather than investigation is ir- 
ritating to many since, as 
Michael Caulfield, secretary of 
the Jockeys' Association, point- 
ed out yesterday, “it is omy the 
jockeys on trial, and only they 
who race public censure” 
Caulfield would have pre- 
ferred a broader inquiry such as 
that which followed the void 
Grand National in 1993. “That 
would have had the full co-op- 
eration of the Jockeys' Associ- 
ation and could have led to an 
agreement on how to avoid 
similar problems in the future,” 
he said. “Sadly we now find our- 
selves in a position of conflict. 


but we have a thoroughly pre- 
pared case and mil vigorously 
defend the charges. Wc have ab- 
solute confidence that the jock- 


Kules of Racing.” 

The Jockey Club's response 
is that all relevant factors will 
be utkeo into account. On 15 
November, when fire decision to 
hold an inquiry was announced, 
the Disciplinary Committee's 
chairman. Christopher Hall, 
said: “We will investigate in de- 
tail, examine the way in which 
the meeting was conducted, 
determine whether all Jockey 
Gub procedures were correct- 
ly followed and, if not, identify 
what went wrong. To say it is just 


the jockeys who-are on trial is 
incorrect." : .: 

None the less, in choosing a 
format for the inquiry which 
could result in fines for the rid- 
ers but not for the stewards, the 
Jockey Gub has laid itself open 
to the change of supporting the 
bosses against the opstait work- 
ers. The only precedent for the 
events at Haydock occurred in 
July 1989, when 11 jockeys who 
refused to ride at Beveriqt were 
fined between £250 and £750. A 
great deal has happened to the 
Jockey Gub since then, but a si- 
miliar outcome tomorrow would 
indicate that the hearts and 
minds of the turf s elder states- 
men are as reactionary as ever. 


FONTWELL 

MO: 1 . DENHAM HILL U Raiioni 5-6 far. 
2. BroOmteath 33 . t a. farcton BUa 5- 1 . 
13 ran. 14. 8 . 1C Mam. Lamboum). Tata; 
£1.80: £1.10. £5.50. £1.80. OF: £23.40. 
CSF: £38 aj 1. Trw £7450. NR: That Old F«tt- 
<n& 

ISO: X. OPAL’S TENSPOT IB fencro 10-1: 
2. Golden Opal 25-1: 3. WHstttng 8 m* 
13-2. 14 ran. 11-4 fav Masffir Comedy (4im. 
8 , 3. (J M Bradley. Chepsipwi. Tote: £12.00: 
£3.20. £6.90. £2J0. DF: £106.30. CSF: 
£220.79. Incase 0,613.9a Trto: £187.40. 

3-20: l. PADDYSWAY id Bridgwater) 9 2; 
2. Reluddno 25 1 ; 3. St Vffle 14-1. 9 ran. 
2-1 fSv Mrador Vi. A fl? BucMw, Bnd- 
WKi.Tote: £6.90: £120. £7.70. 0.90. DF: 
£209.00. CSF: £90.80. Trtcasc LL342.60. 
Trto: £54.40. 

3.50: 1. FURRY FOX (D Moms) 7-2 fav; 
Z Jac Del Primal 4-1; 3 . Ptawy Boy 12-L 
13 ran. 4. 5. iR Cuns, Epsom. Tote: £4.80: 
0.70. £2J0, £4J0. DF: £18.70. CSF: 
£18.81. Incase £149.86. Trto: £53.70. 

4J0C 1. FLAKED OATS (D Brtdg^SErt evens 
fav: 2- Woodlands Boy 9-2: 3. Credon 20- 1. 
6 ran. IV,, 30. (P Nicnods. Shepion Mallei). 
Tata: £2.00; 0.60, 0.90. DF: £4.70. CSF: 
£6.22. NR: Wo Haro. 

4JS0: 1. CROUSEMAN (J CuBoty) 7-2; 2. 
Marius L3-a 3- Wanting TaB 14 L 5 ran. 

11- 8 fav Isaiah (5th). 1L 10. (Miss H Knight. 
Wantage). Tot®: £5.10: £2.10. £1.30. DF: 
£3.90. CSF: £9.15. 

Ptaccpot: £28230. Quadpot £3180. 
Piece 6: £124.40. Place 5: £38-84. 

HEREFORD 

2JA1AVANI1 EXPRESS li Osborne) 4-5 
fav; 2. Into The Web 16-1 3. Merawang 
7-2. 15 ran. 22. 2Yi. (C Egenon. Owddle- 
worth). Tote: £160: £110. £4.20. £130. 
DF: £14.70. CSF: £17.01. Tno: £43.70. NFt 
KMWtfiO. 

2.40: 1. POUCHER (S Wynnei 9-4 ter; 2. 
ABce Smith 12-1 3. Nevada Gold 12-1 10 
ran. Id, hd. ft Frasier. Dawraxi. Tate £230; 
£110. £3.00. £2.80. DF. £8.90. CSF: 
£2831 Trtcasc £264.74. Tna: £55.20. 
3JD: 1 SPRING DOUBLE 1C Uwwllynl 

12- 1 2. Komekta Queen 6- 1 3. Metatock 
Meggic 4 -14. Winter Rose 16-1. 16 ran. 
7-2 lav River Wye (puled up). IT*. 9. iN 
Twuaon- Davies. Cheltenhami. Tote: £23.20; 
£320. £4.10. £1.50. £3.50. DF: £55.90. 
CSF: £92.72. Trtcasc £334.46. Tntt £11530. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Guido 
(Market Rasen 5.00) 
NB: Galen 

(Market Rasen 4.00) 


RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 


teen Mother Champion Chase 


The bookmakers' ante-post lists 
are racing's futures market. 
Readers can catch up with the 
latest developments - best 
prices are in bold - with The In- 
dependent's Tuesday service. 

Champion Hurdle: large 
Action is a top-priced 11-2 with 
William Hill - the Tote go 4-1. 

Queen Mother Champion 
Chase: Strong Promise is 1 1-2 


(William Hill) the Tote go 9-2, 
while Sound Man is 8-1 
(William Hill) - the Tote go 11-2. 

Tkiampb Hurdle: Com- 
manche Court is 12-1 (Lad- 
brokes) - Coral and William 
Hill go 8-1. 

Cheltenham Gold Cud Chase 
The Grey Monk is 16-1 (William 
HBl) - the Tote go 11-1. 

Ian Davies 


Horan (Trainer) Coral WBHaro HBl Tote 

Matron Davis (ALT Moore) U4 J>2 5-2 

Wring FlreaMp (D Nicfwfton) 3* 3-1 3d. 

Ask Tom (T Tate) 92 92 11-2 

Strong Promise 1G Hubterd) SI 1^2 9-2 

Sound Man IE 0~Graovi M. 6^1 11-2 

Arctic Mnsnran (N Twamn-Davtas) 16-1 20-1 20-1 

Martha's Son IT Forster) 16-1 1^1 20-1 

Each-wav a Quarter’ me odds, pfeces 1.2,3 iCfwtanriam, Wednesday. 12 Match) 


Champion Hurdle 


wrauniHai Lsrfcrehes 


C o m mu cha Court (T Walsh) 
Far Dann (Mis A Penaffl 
|HgE Sued (N Henderson) 
Each-way a quarter the «M5. 


Hurdle (2m If) 

Cored WBUamWl 

6-1 fcl 


2S-1 25-1 20-1 25 -1 

20-1 28-1 25-1 20-1 

1.2.3 [ Cheltenham. Thursday. 13 Marchi 


Grand National Handicap Chase 


Coral Wfifiam HOT 
14-1 12-1 


CARLISLE 
MARKET RASEN 
LINGFIELD 


Coral WHltam HIU 


ColBer Bav U Old) 

large Action (0 Sherwood) 

Ranted amattaa 

I'm Suppoten IK Prenflergas 
Snaea Ttuckar (Mrs. J Hamn 
Malta A Stand (M Pine) 
Sanmartlno (D Nthoboni 


Each-ways guarrar me odds, places 1. 2 , 3 (Cheltenham. Tuesday. 11 Match) 


MARKET RASEN 




HYPERION 

2j 00 WHIP HAND (nap) 44)0 Mrs Robinson 

2J30 Cattty Hang 430 Whattabob (nb) 

34)0 Robert s Toy 54)0 Guido 

3J30 Mertlena 

GOING: Chase wiuw: Good (Rood to soft patches); Hurdles course: Good l Rood w 
Firm patches). 

■ Rigla-hond, sharp, undulating drcub- Run-in of one furlong. 

■ Course is etw of town on A63I. Market Rased station (Lincoln - Grimsby line) lm. 

ADMISSION: CluliSlfUjn (Junlore 10-21 £ Siudcnu £8.50); Tatwraalk . & Silver Ring 
Sfi.sn (Jut> Dec nub CAE PARK: Picnic car pork £2; remainder Free. 

QIC RACHW 
OW CHAMB. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITS RUNNERS: Mr* M Rentier - 21 winner* horn Jffi rurv 
ncra goes a saox-ss ratio nr -14.7’Hi and a loss 10 a £ 1 levd flake of iS.70; K Morgan - IT 
nuinos. I (M runners, 10.3%.-S7.6l: J G FitzGerald - 1 6 winners. 94 runners. MJWfc.-Slfi.14: 
M Pipe - 1 2 winners. 50 iuiuihs, 21 .4*%, -115.15. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: M Dwyer - J) wins. I ID rides. 18.2%, -S20.4& P Ntoen - 20 
wins. 1 1-1 tides. 17.5%, -SI 1 .85; L Wyer - l!> wins, KM) rides. 17.4%, -S2.IW: A S Smith - 

1 19 wins, bill rides. M.6% J2P.S8. 

, BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Country Lover 12 - 00 ); Major Yaani 1 4-0(0; Mini Fete 
(1.30). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None, 
j LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Country Low (2.00). Robert’* Toy GMW). Pawed 
Fawn 1 1 DO) & Phone The Pipeliiie tfVUOT haw been sent 250 rafles by M Pipe From 
Nichobshaync, Devon. 

|e> nni LOUTH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m If 
jjoyjjs penary value £3300 

1 1(4 U WWP HAND (151 fUdyUoydWaoenjFioiaaUQ 121 JOshome 

2 350-1 IIY CWEKV HAN (U) (Ms A A Subs) D Nsmuson 6 11 9 RJohneon 

3 3 BfllY BUSHWACKBt (12) (BF) (T 5 ChWI Mn. M Rerdey 6 11 3 NSodth 

4 2 COTTER CHEF (22) (BF) (J Nevie) J MevAsBll 3 .RDmamody 

5 33 COUNTRY LOVER CU (Pond Hoilc Gdrfi M Pipe d 11 3 CUnkS 

6 M FRST GOLD (121 ih D Stanflenj J (Marion 8 11 3 DCoOaghvr 

7 104500 MORPHEUS (10) ivbs M A PomA 0 Nidxt^n 3 11 3... A UagrfTB 

S Pf 0 K KEACT 110321 (Crawl Ondlorani M Chaomar 7 113 „,...W Wortth^nn 

9 6-152 SIDE ON (32) IBF] (P D Evany V Bens 7 11 3 NWBamson 

10 U FUJWUE flUNNER (18) (U* (j Bams) J Qww 7 10 12 JCaaa0»o 

U MftRKaMNO (USA) IT P Pr,V( K 4 10 7 AS Smith 

12 0030 N0SBSIMB8J(MRSSmOTMri.55nvm41O7 RWa*TSOn(7) 

13 TOKTO (W h Tmrg) W Tirvtng 110 7 Dank Byrne 

-tSdadmd- 

BETTWG: 7-4 Whip Hand, 7-2 Cotteh CNet, 5-1 My Cheeky Man, 6-1 HBy Bwhmekar, 9-1 Side 
On, 10-1 Comitry lover, 14-1 Morpheus, 20-lHiwsb Star, Tonto, 35-1 nthan 
199& no conespondirg meeaig 

FORM GUIDE 

WMp Hand, wvmer ol a Dumper in 1994-95. iwssed last season andte unbeaten after two 
hurdle races- at Wethertry and Newcastle. But necouW find n rau£i under the douDtepenat- 
ty wh ich means he has w concede 13m to userid Flat types m B*y Bushwacher and CGT- 
TEIR CHIEF and QD lo My Cheeky Man. Silly BuShwocKer. sueaessfitl tnree times on the 
level, ran several good races without winning last year, including a second to Migwar in the 
Zetland GoM Cup and dose-uo third behind aitt-jn Fcr and Angus-G at Doncaster m Sep- 
terriser He was a 10-length third w Secret Service ivtten a hotpot on tvs hunting bow ai 
Ketso. not lumping well, but must process the enpenence and will aporedaie this bet- 
ter (pound. Goner Ghiel scored sre antes on the Flat (or Martn Pipe’s stable and made the 
frame in the 1994 Lockmge Stakes and the Diomea States. Oft die course ance June. 1995 
ithen he made no jumping debut at Rumpton. Jim Neville's charge went aft lavounte de- 
sone being oacKward ana. alter looking the likely winner, was beaten a length and three- 
quan ere try No Pattern - sutxseq went seww Buia Voa» owd The SBi-year-okl can orty Impiwe 
wun that effort under ms ben and is lancied to recoup losses. My Cheeky Man was raving 
hts lira race lor a war when coming home by (Our lengths at Towcester and Is another who 
will progress. Setoctkw: COTTER CHIEF 


3.40: 1. E120BA (C Maude) evens: 2. 
Hea th y a nte Boy 66-1; 3. Relaxed Lad 
200-1. 5 ran. 10-11 t3v Master Tnbe i puled 
upi. Del. 2L (M Pipe. Wellington). Tote: 
£2.00; £1.10. £8.90. DF: £9.50. CSF: 
£23-20. 

4.10: X. CARDINAL RULE iN Wilfeameom 
6-4 tar. 2. Super Ritchart 14- lz 3. Chris’s 
Olen 16- L 15 ran. 13. 13. (Miss V Wiliams. 
Herefcrt). Tote: £2.90: £1.80. £3.20. 
£4.30. DF: £29.60. CSF; £24.63. Trtcasc 
£286.57. Trto: £54.30. 

4.40: 1. FANCY NANCY iC Maude) 7-1: 

2. Cardinal Bayle 3-1 fav: 3. a Moss 15-2. 

10 ran. 13. 10. (Mtss C Jahnsey, chepsiowi. 
Tote: £10 60: £2.10. £1.30. £2.60. DF: 
£32.10. CSF' £23.99. Tno: £111.60. 

5.10: l. SAMMORELLO (C Uewellyni 
11-4; 2. Cravate 9-2: 3. Otter Prince 7-L 
8 ran. 2-1 fav Biazmg Miracle (MU. 5. disc 
(N Twtstwv Davies. Cheiiemami. Tate: £3.40: 
£2.10. £1.20. £2.60. DF: £16.60. CSF: 
£16.01. NR: Jet Rtes. Tno: £15.90. 

Jackpot £7.100.00 - part won. Pool of 
£7.789.49 earned forward to Mantel Rasen 
today. 

Ptacopot £99.50. Quadpot £73.54. 

Place B: £94.64. Place 5: £38.84. 

SOUTHWELL 

2^30:1. CAROL AQAIN (JQumnl 13-2:2. 
African- Port 331: 3. Suga Hawk 9-1 IB 
ran. 7-2 fav Shuttlecock (4th). >/.. V.. <N By- 
crotl). Tote: £7.80: £2.40. £8.80, £2.20. 
DF: £160.60. CSF: £215.21. Tncast: 
£1,828.73. Tno: £13420. 

3.00: 3. ONCE MORE FOR LUCK lAClH 
harwi 11-4; 2. Greenspan 10-U fav: 3. Eng- 
lish Invader 3-L 8 ran. Nk. 7. tMrs M 
Rev«eyi.l0te: £3.40: £1.80. £1.00, £1.10. 
DF: £1.60. CSF: £5.62 

3J30: 3L ANTONIAS MELODY <3 Webster) 
5-J fav: 2. Encharrtlns Eve 5- 1 3. Gold Lin- 
ing 10-1 8 ran. 4.nK. ;S R Bowflryj. Tote: 
£260: Elia £220. £2.M. DF: £4.70. CSF. 
£7.25. Tntast £39.83. 

4.00: 1 EUROQUEST (Una Wands) 20-1: 
2. BUM Lugana S I: 3. Captain Carports 
7-1 8 ran. 4-6 tnr Supercharmer. 1 V:. IV*. 
(D NtcnoSs'. Tote: £52.50: £5.20. £1.80. 
£2-30. DF: £21.80. CSF. £16631. 

430: 1. SENSE OF PRIORITY lAJe, 
Gnsavesi 3-1 2. Elton Ledger 5-4 fav. 3. 
Desert Invader 5-1 9 ran. NX. 3 1 .’:. ID 
NcnoUsl. Tote: £3.90: £110. £130. £2.50. 
DF: £230. CSF. £8.11 Tno: £4.00. 

S.00: 1 TOUCH’D 130 iD HolUndl 10-11 
fav: 2. Fearless Sioux 5-1 3. Jack Says 
11-4. 5 ran. 8. sht-hd. (M Johnswnl. Tote: 
£1.90: £2.20. £2.00. DF: £3.60 CSF: 
£5.67. After a aewanfc 1 mtjulry. pfaemgs un- 
altered. 

Placepot; £40.00. Quadpot £730. 

Place B: £75.63. Place 5: £9 03. 

■ Today’s meeting at Carlisle is 
in doubt following heavy rain /“We 
are hea\y and waterlogged," the 
clerk of ihe course. Johnny Fen- 
wicke-Clennell, said. “We will 
hold a 7.30am inspection ^but 
prosper is are very doubtful." 

■ SLsteen horses, headed by 
Couldnt Be Belter, stood their 
ground at yesterday's five-day 
stage for the Gree nails Grand Na- 
tional Trial at Haydock on Satur- 
day. They include Lo Siregone. 
who took" ihe race 12 months ago 
and who will again have the ser- 
vices of the Irish champion jock- 
ey, Charlie Swan. “He is the one 
they have to beat." Tom Tate, his 
trainer, said. “It looks like getting 
wet at Haydock, which will slow 
the others down.” 


% THE INDEPENDENT 
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0 OH I QUEENS ROYAL LANCERS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 

£5j000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3,522 

1 22 2332 AUADCHI (USA) (5) (CD) IfAK. V FaO») M W EAW: 8 11 10 MVMtara 

2 5-3JU11 DtSTWCIIVE (12) 10) (Jerore Hanox*l M lWunson8U9 R Dmracdy 

3 3U5-FP JACOBS WFE (29) iTtv? Sock S'ecp Rocw P VWtter 7 11 6 — IQtfome 

4 621-431 CATTLY HANG (17) (Dj (AG N Moroni J Le^i 7 11 5 KB«te 

5 P-34023 RUSTIC MR (20) fQ (D) (BF) IMK G U EJurgK' J FtoleW 10 11 4 AMipPc 

? 221113 NEIHETHV SAD (7) (C) (D) (BF) (Ure S Strten P BeaunwiT 7 11 4 R Supple 

: IP*P0 DOUROS 111) (DUMri E * Snwr.i T CSLtWi 10 10 U .TJMwphy 

8 UrP-OP THE HYING FOOTMAN (26) (Mre James West! ft thw> 11 10 4 ICukny 

9 63aWB FARNEY GLEN (14) (Mrc A usen J J 0Wsfl 10 10 1 3Mc6raft(5) 

- 9 dedarad - 

BETT1NB: 11-4 DthUncttK, 7-2 Catty Hang. 4-1 Notborby Said. 9-2 AUmIw, H Rustic Mr, 12-1 
Jacob’s Wife. 14-1 Fanny Ben, 16-1 The Ffyfag Scotsman 33-1 Dolkos 


Cooma Mi i 
Dufalln Rvesr 
Ota Man 1G 


Each-ware quarter the oats, places L2 3 (CheKErtiam. Thwsrfy. 13 Maryy "-ntfiaiui 


FORM QUHJE 

Di s tinctivo comes here In cracHng form with three wins from Ns last four starts - Iw un- 
seated at ihe stair in the other - and could trouble the best of these despite gong oft o 6in 
higher mark than last time. Notbartiy Said wound up last term with vtctny over the ex- 
tended two miles end a hirtong here and look Ns nrit two races Hu Mim. over two iHlas 
lour and a half at Southwell and back owr the snorter shorter tnp here lour weeks agp. soon 
going dear and slamming Agodeer [wtw got behind after an early mtstakei four lengths. Al- 
tadeer, whose only chasing success was a novtoW ewm over course and distance last sea- 
son. is difficult to wtn with though ha usually manages id be placed - he was agan runner-up 
last Dnia, behind Weaver George at Cattertck. With a 71b pull. Aljsdeer can reverse course 
running with Nsthorby Said fthrrd ID FfaJlegtO at Ayr lest time) but CATTLY HANG can mas- 
ter (hem ad. My selection will be stepping out ol novice company but opened his chasing 
account at the third time ol asking when defeating Chief Minister and Coknet In Chief at 
Wethertry 17 days ago wd both of those have scored since. S ele cti on: CATTLY HANG 

Iqnnl SHERWOOD RANGERS YEOMANRY HANDICAP HURDLE 
°‘ w l (CLASS D) £3^50 added 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2,796 

1 R66500 NON VMTAGE (12) (CD) (Nan Mam) M Chapman 6 12 0 WortHngtna 

2 CLP4665 OUR ms (24) (D) Ms Rum Seten M Sowsby 5 11 10 iRKavanatfiB 

3 F64320 ROBSirSTOV (60) (U) (CM DSrrKIl) M 6 119 C Maude B 

4 'KTOO-3 SUMlBMU.SPGCUL[14(AltnF&hg^nAcstND8an<er6U7 RJoinsoa 

5 554-OM TOPATCHIKBftfes vfasw)MWEaaerty9103 NMmoi 

6 601210 TH> IT H (15) (CD) (Mre M fXrvtng) A Smith 8 10 0 Ji Horrocte (7) 

-6dadarad- 

MWmum iiejjrr l£o. Tree nareflop wight J?) ftfrt 9sr 121b. 

BETTING: 9-4 Robert’s Toy. 5-2 SwroerMH Special, 7-2 Non vintage. 9-2Taialch, 6-1 Tip It In. 
14-1 Ota Kite 

FORM GUIDE 

ROBERTS TOY. placed ti res fast two chases fast season before winning one at Hereford 
on tu final start then, was also successful oner fences on this track first time up this see- 
son Robert's Tpy has been kept to hurtling ance finishing baled -off at Exeter m August, hav- 
ing previously taken a crashing fad at Southwell In June. Martin Pipe's runner was railed off 
at Hereford last time. In Cwcember, but has had a race rest since and would be fcrod enough 
on ha neck second to Handson at Cheltenham the bme before fast. He was conceding 21b 
to the winner and had a length and a quarter to spare over thud-placed Hay Dance, who 
has scored three limes since. SummerMl Special, who had been off the course since New 
Year's Day 1996, was a 50-1 shot at heteo 12 days ago but beked the ooos by finishing 
third lo Ingietoman. beaten ftde more than a length. She miff* be the one to ghw Robert's 
Toy most ro do with Richard Johnson a good booking. Non Vintage has been beaten sev- 
eral Dmes since Ws course and distance win m October and top wmght may pro* beyond 
hm. Selection: ROBERTS TOY 

lo Of\ I WTERSALLS (IRELAND) MARES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
L3!!z2_J E) £4300 added 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £3j095 

1 463033 AUNIE ALICE (10) (BF) (Ihe East Rkbng Pannerdfipi J FtaCe^d 7 10 12 lOsbeme 

2 32254-1 CHADWICKS GMGBt (96) fW Tnvng) W Truing 9 10 12 Derek feme 

3 2-324UF OIORUS UNE tlO) (BF) Me A P Stead) PBeaurrm 8 ID 12 RSrepte 

l 8013-53 HGH PEIHOWE (15) (M J Buck} J Qum 9 10 12—: WKaratni 

5 04-3P10 HUR^ U)CH (18) (W H Jadcon) R Wcntwise 6 10 12 ASSntih 

6 00060/ KNOCKRQGH CROSS (1412) (B RoOraeD B Ftah«l 8 10 12 ISoppie 

7 005-05F MBBLENA (4) iG A Hubtarfl G hUbtad 7 10 12 BFtemn 

8 CWJffi-2 MORCAT (241) (C I Kfflafiei 0 Rafitfe 8 10 12 MrCIMuB 

9 2P4-F00 RIVERBANK RED (13) ft) A Utyd) W (Jay 6 10 12. .Gqy Lerete (3) 

-9 > 

BETTWG: U-4 Ctadwlck's Gtngor, 3-1 Chorus Une, 9-2 Amtte Alice. 5-1 Merlcna, 8-1 Hntcd Lodi, 
11-1 K0i PenbowB, 12-1 Moicat 25-1 others 

FORM GUIDE 

A good chance tfes for CHADWICK’S GINGER to record her first success over the bigger 
obstacles despite the 98-day absence. The nine -year -old. who went in rarer nrrmer at South- 
well on her opening run of 1995-6, made the frame n lour ol her five chases that season 
and she shaped uel an her reappearance m running fourth to Tigt-Na-Mare at Sedgefiekl 
m November. Point-to-point winner Chorus Une is a nsky proposition, having faded to get 
round in me two most recent of her five chases this term but she should gb don with a 
clear round. Runner-up to Fortunes Course at Caterick In the last of four outings In 1995- 
96. Chorus Une was a shade backward When third behind Baity* r>e at Wethertry on her re- 
turn and she followed with a second, aibat at 16 lengths, u> Golden Heno at the same course 
and fourth of a big field against Noyan on a return to Cattertck. Jamie Osborne teams up 
with Jwnmy FitzGerald on fencing debutante Auntie ADca and (his mare, third far the third 
time this rerm when market leader and beaten a neck and three parts of a length fer Lucky 
Bea in a Catienck setter 10 days ago, could also pose a threat. 

Selection: CHADWICK'S GINGER 

I Ann I board HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,600 added 
2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £2y443 

1 14-IP WASSLSTRET (26) (BF) fftei fkZUnl K Mcigan 5 12 0. ASSmith 

2 51/9* PASSED PAWN (15) (Mann Ppe Hang CU»M Ffa>e 10 120 .GSvppte (7) 

3 GOO IPS- GRACE CARD (257) IGAFamdot) BCanodge 11 11 8 NWttmran 

4 536620 GRAND CRU (35) (Dr Gyn Uae*f‘l l*S M Revetey 6 11 2 « Bleep) 

5 40-4506 GALEN (15) (BF) (J Reraon i Ur A Sharrait) Mrs M Raefeyti 11 2 RDumnody 

6 224P43 SA59VER (USA) [19] (O (D) IP A Mlewayi P Kelewy 7 11 1 JtBatea 

7 531500 EXEMPLAR (15) (CD) IMs S 5mdi) Ms 8 SrnTh 9 11 1 RtMhkwn(7) 

8 3010-46 GYMCRAK TIGER (2fe fQ (Gyma’ak Ihorot^bred Raong) G Hunes r 11 0 

A K Upii e 


Encore Un Peu IM Pfae/lOsO 
Coome HW (W Denres/lDgab) 
Antonin (Mrs S BramsA(9stl3n 
DtfbBn FTver fT Foraetfiasu 


- 12-1 A4-1 

14-1 14-1 

14-1 14-1 

14-1 18-1 

•10-1 14-1 


Avro Anson IM CamarWlPstMi) 20-1 20-1 20-1 20-1 

fT Fra«ar/ljO«4U» 20-1 20-1 20-1 20-1 

Befcnont Kbifl (P NlchoUa/lOstllO) 2S-1 2S-1 20-1 20-1 

Wylda ttida IA LT Moore/Bst 13E)l ' 2B-1 2S-1 20-1 20-1 

Each-way a quarter me odds, places 1. 2, 3. 4 (Akitree. Saturday. 5 AprS) ‘-tettharun 


9 465442 KADAfD{U) (K(HaWo*)*Ctef«UO GcyLwhP} V 

10 350RFO MAmYAASI(USA)(lB)(P l andSPmerdicl JQowr7 1012 J Osborne B 

11 PP036P BOSTON MAM [29) (BF) IM K OVfanV R Wootfiwse 6 10 11 JIUtagw 

12 OF-PFPF JUSrSUPP0G8l(U)fCDmuM0U4B(W«ttBiai0 ISunAc 

13 OOHX6 ALASKAN HBR (11) (I Buton) A 5e«Sff 6 10 6 TQey 

14 060363 MRS ROBMSON (13) Cf Whom J kteche 6 10 5 :_EH»bsndP) 

15 P2F525 fWALBEATCMHkWMEQrtSi JCUTK910 3 DenkfetM 

16 22P232J SH00FE(USA) (87S) (J A OuMrty K Mnpn 9 10 2 RJdmM 

17 3/04051 MKTB4MYB (B) (I Heiife) J Neitee 7 102 (7 b 4 TJMupfer 

18 5460-F HANCOCK (84) (N Hematan) J Hathatrn 5 10 0 WMmfea 

19 4-V-POPO HL AID HIM (LI) IS HRBnnglT VMM 6 1JOO RMraety^V 

-19MM- 

MWnum we^rt 10K. Tma imScap wtf*: Hsnca* IMLBflAntfriteatSft. 

BETrata 02 WvMtayb, lW Baton, 7-1 Byrmh tiger. 8-1 Wasti Street, 10-lKadat, Mn RoMo- 
soo. 11-1 Grand Cm. 12-1 Boston Man, DMqitar. Saahcr, 14-1 Greco Card, 18-lctfaere 
FORM GUIDE 

It was only a week contest that MAYB-MAYB struck farm in at Piumpton last week but then 
again so is this and she can defy Die Tib penalty. She is the type who can progress again 
and the dightiy longer trip shedd suit her. Galen dbaopranted when favorarts and only a 
16-iength filth behind Scarba when stepped up to three mttes at Newcastle - Exemplar 
ninth -but he cc*4d prove a danger back et the shorter tourney and with Ffichard Dunwoody 
on board, band Cm, Ike Galen from Mery Reireiey's yard, was beaten a long wav In Mock 
Trial's race at Leicester las time but finished a five-length second id Sutherlands Moss at : 
Sedgeflaid before that Gymcrafc Tiger won here over two furton@> shorter last mason and 
was haring only her second ran ms season when snth to Circus Une rarer ihe extended two 
miles end a furlong of this course four weeks back - Major YassJ - (m first-time tinkers 
today) seventh and held when he fe* at the last - and can reverse that form with fourth 
placed Sassiver. Kndart, beaten ora and a naif lengths by Nashrtie at Bangor 11 days 
■ago, would prefer plenty of cut n the ground. Se l ection: MAYB-MAYB 

A on I ALFORD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m If 
Penalty Value £3£69 

1 205-361 KnGSSBBH0NC22)(D)(MQPAHHanieytPBeai<rtnl91110. R Staple 

2 26-2412 RANDOMHARVE5T(2fe{BF}fCCBucMeyl>^MRneiey81110 RDunnoody 

3 1302-1U WHATTABOB (lfe{BF) (Ms Maurer Timer) NhenderonSU 18 NWbnson 

4 MVllOO ClAVERHOUSE (326) Ms Paw Caben) J FCGttati 3 11 4 JQsbcree 

5 MOP OBORAtfnOeara boning feswrelSEais 7 114 _CManto 

6 01-3105 W6HBEATH(22HAStiananjMsM fteveley6114 N Smith 

7 PPSJ'4-U iH H CU7VER (31) (Mffi V Hafjll -I Norton S 11 4 WMvstHlV 

8 3-26 SUDGttWL (61) (J P McManus) J J ONa> B 11 4 Jtedpref 

9 MBB FHE (FR) um (M Drawn) K Buie 81013 ALanuchB 

10 PWO PAIDORA'S PRIZE |S0) (Mrs P Jpynre) J 5wanng 11 ID 13 JBrSJoyne*(71B 

-lOdectered- 

BETTINa: 2-1 Whatfabob, 9-4 Random ItevosL 7-2 Map Seram, 6-lSUootMH, 7-lCtowHlMose. 
12-1 Mtfifaereh, 25-1 others 

FORM GUDE 

RANDOM HARVEST stayed on strongly to justify favounosm at CarBSie ft* weeks ago. True. 
Maiy Revetey's runner Ibund Mac^orge a couple of lengths tno #»d when an 11-8 on chance 
at Wetnerby last bme but he vras well deer of the thud and Macgaorga scored by 18 len^hs 
at Leicester last week- Wtattabob. winner of a Laopardstown Dumper three seasons back, 
was successful rarer hurdles at Sanoown and three times Irttshed runner up rarer tarber fast 
barm. Nk* Henderson’s eight-yeer-old made a good start to his fencing career when scor- 
ing by three lengths at Towcester and might well have followed up at the same course last 
ome except for Wurdermg and unseating two out In the race won by EWar Chase fourtn 
DroWs Brook. Whmaboo is open to improvemem and rates the main danger. Kings Sen- 
non made It third time lucky » a chaser when getting home bye length from Noosa Sound 
at Ayr three weeks ago and should process agan but he rrvgnt find Random Haruasr and 
Whattabob too good at level welfjns. Selection: RANDOM HARVEST 

enni MARKET RASEN MIERMEDIATE NATIONAL HUNT FIAT RACE 
lr—r.1 (CLASS H) £1^00 added lmSfllDydsPanatty Value £1,340 

1 0-1 GUIDO (83) fP Tanrsan) Mss V Wans 6 11 11 jniHtamsoi 


2 BROTHER HARRY (W Menon) J WOTOn 5 11 4 JRtlamyra) 

3 0 CAHERUW (66) (Hariwr Bos Lid) 0 Bwnan 6 11 4 JNBnmwi 

4 0 FARM Wilt (28) (PSU Q9on) M Soaesfe 5 11 4 — JRKaendi 

5 0 RED OASSS (32) (M K Penerl H Cferer 6 11 4 tacmiaOwr 

6 3 SQUADOCE llB) (J P Ftrueh J Pa)ne 5 11 4. A Hagrirc 

7 0 STANS PRK (17) (Startey Htan) Mis V Acortey 5 11 4 CUemlyii 

B THE COWTKY DON (R A Jliffinsj Ms P Sty 5 114. - „...WMBStt» 

9 1 AUTtJWI LORD (31) [ARBoccodd PBaaumontd 111 BGnktaafS) 

10 1 HACY (15) (Mrs M Rayre) R Dthn 4 11 1 XAfapunifTI 

11 3 AUSAfOE (28) M-nwl Ptrinera) J Gkwer 5 10 13 .MrC BmrarfS) 

12 0 FRunsilOH (14) Mb A ham) M Wlkrton 6 10 13 RDnmnocfe 

13 FRUGAL (Hr Trattig Uifl B Moray 410 8 W Dm 

14 LAMXnt [Baifer Dewksmens (snfad) J ffernn 4 10 8 GLm(3) 

15 0 MY VANTAGE (28) (Stephen J Ctrasi M W Eas»by 4 10 8 IWyer 

18 PAUSE HR THOUSfT (The It)ou0tiU Panneishni MtsMReelqrtt IDS RHoto 

17 PHOtETHEPRELKfM npei M Pips 4 10 B DSqqlaO) 

18 30 SR BOSTON (24) (M K'Jttarn) R Woodlouse 4 10 8 ASSmBb 

19 )MTTOCU)SEIMlciertAiriGsny)lVdn»aer)NChBice4 108— RJabnson 

20 SHIER JANE (DRi Jonas PsrtrwstroiPD Evans 4 10 3 Ur W McLandtin 

-20dadnd- 

HEnwe: 3-1 Auburn Lord, 4-1 GuUo, IM Squaddte, 7dL ADsande, 8-1 Macy, 9-1 Fndtatton, 10-1 
Pouh For Thought, Ph#« Tlw Hpotoa, Wttby Close, 14-1 Brcthar Harry, My Vontago, 16-i othar* 


CARLISLE 


lr^4M^«lrirai^ibg.tiA|ttLVaiilw)ifCtrBl 


HYPERION 

9.10 Coverdale Lane Z40 Hobklrk 3JL0 Act The 
Wag 3.40 Ifallelsefails 4.10 ChU Wind 4.40 Mil- 
Itary Academy 

INSPECTION: 7.30am 
GOING: Heavy- (WUinlMtjnt)- 

■ EirHi-IuihI. ’irutiilating murse. Run-In »f ^"Dytt. 

■ rnum«-k<i ImW’nIJunrtian l^ofMb. CariMr^auno Jm AD- 
MISSION : '.Tub il- lO.MSi uihk-t-’J ! •• S-»: TaniTsalLs 16 1 0.M s - 
A undvr-’J I ■» S:< l CAR PARK: <?n ruib- 53: lenulnrinr fn» 

l'ClC RACWS 
JlO CHAMIEL 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: <WIb U « Of. Ecmo Sabo ( l.-IO). 
WINNERS IN THE LIST SEVEN DAY'S: Colonel In Chief I i 10 1 
£ Miiluiy Academy I > I") won a' Ayr >* Tueatvy. 
LONG-DtST.\NCE RUNNERS: Qnlefa Decbrioo i -1. 10 1 has been -a-nl 
Ufa miles fs' J i ’rew.wpll ftntn Oakairnnr. N.tffs. 

r 5 ~ f 7 f | BLENCATHRA NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 

l^- A - u l £4^50 added 3m 

1 U6«l COLONEL IK CHEF (7) 6 farads 7 11 8 JCatbanj 

2 0104*34 BE BRAVE (26) T Emenngsri 7 11 3 JUfeafee 

3 6-2F BRANDT CROSS (13) J H .wam S 11 3 ADebtei 

S 33iU13 COVERDALE LANE (22) (DBF) I*-- 5 Smnn K' 11 3 _R Guest 

5 05F5-FP D0RL«CASnE(ISULjn$)5113 Foster 

6 BMXXP KENIUCKY COLD (11) Mist Wbumstn 8 11 3 ...-,1 (THwi 

7 SAFETY FACTOR J H Jshnrcn 9 11 2 .«FRj*B(5) 

3 3-» St»EOFHiaiBDJJ07WI8U3 — _..f*PF6aten 

-8 declared - 

BETTING: 11-10 Cokxref bi Chief. 7-4 Brandy Cron. 7-1 SUeolMIL 10- 
lCowrtfale lane, 14-1 DwtnCasde.lfel Be Brave. 2fKlathen 

l o Zn l ULLSWATER NOVICE handicap hurdle 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 3m 110yds 

1 R-&113 MENSHAAR(USAjI24)(Dl(BnUunb5UtO..RGenWy 

2 icon smdot lad ( l^ p Shcis »U5 DBenitey 

3 0-03i.LT ADIB (USA) (7) (D) 6 U Mne 7 112 NBeodeyB 

4 PU32P BOLE ROSE lift GwtfJiW 7 1012 -ADobt*i 

5 K1J2P liFEBUOY (1ft (Cl IBF1J Timer 6 1010 .Tltoed 

6 02.74-2 HOBKRK 114) A WiflA its S 10 T JCJoteSon 

7 13W0S PHJONGTOK (3) J H Jcnreon 7 1Q6. PCarbeny 

3 256 FROIlftHAiraandcrAlon^... B Storey 

? 2f05-0 GREENFE1D MANOR (21) J Ssferan 10 10 0...8 Tayter (5) 

10 00-0000 THE OTHER MAN (15) Moi L SrtbU 7 ID 0 .OPew 

-10 declared - 

Unlaiun i&l fme Jrantriao fro 9fl 9e. CreerfiW Uxor 

W n>? Otrwr tan 9sr 

BETIHG: 94 AiBb, T-2 Maaeloa-. 5-1 PMngun. Snttddy tad. 7-1 Habktrk. 
12-1 Belle Rose. 14-1 Lifebuoy. 18-1 otters 


lo ini BEWCASTLE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
°- w l D) £5,500 added 3m 2f 

1 140-2P4 UBU VALPfi [35) (D)W Bethel U 12 0 B Storey 

2 352-331 ACT THE WAG (10) M Todvaigr 8 119 PCartery 

3 55150-1 N0RnBtNSQUREdQpjMJeil9Un911UCteadBi(fe 

<1 .C1P.PP J0HMflfreiIY(5) J Carr 10109 F Lately 13) 

5 44TOP-0 BARKY RUB8LE (GO) D Whflans 12 10 2 DBetefey 

- 5 declared - 

BETTWO: mM Act The Wig, S-2 HarttMra Sqnira. 4-1 Ubu VaL 10-1 Bar- 
ney Rubble, 20-1 Johnny Kefly 

lOAn'l CONISTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,650 added 2m 1# 

1 HW603 IWJira3MEWWCUniro8nA«*raSU10^ttytorB) 

2 10-1140 JOCKS CROSS U7) (CD! 0 Rerun)s6 U S ADottki 

3 333P-41 B1QLEIOHAN (12) B ttKUfp*t 9 U 4 _8 Storey 

4 301232 PARIAH (10) (BF) M Taftrasr 8 10 1 J>Cwtreny 

5 04-5533 FAILEISEFAILS (53)1^9100- — ,.„M Foster 

6 P-21225 KEMO SABO (1ft C P3*er 5 LOO J)Preter8 

-Gitecterad- 

Mininum ite^pc liu. True tiarato* vdffo: ttms&as,herno&ioo9vl2to. 

BOTWffi UIntfetentan, 3-1 PteaeeffM ffing 4-1 Part*, s-1 JecKs Cross, 
6-1 Kane Sabo. T-l ttalateefals 

A m l MELBREAK NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4^50 added 2m 

1 P32Q01 URBANDAM5HGP1) (DlBBsrnBll 8 — Urinal tewnoi (3) 

2 2/4P3TM CWLMffl(7)«ByOTfr8U?..„. MFosfar 

3 45^605 COOL LUKE (121 F Murphy 9 11 2 PCartreny 

4 0050-67 GREAT GABLE (1ft D Utffsi 6 11 2 DJMdflaU 

5 3F-66U4 NUWAY (29) Li tomes 7 11 2 -STqtorfl) 

6 9>2W6 OLDRHJWOOO(lftMtsLWiteTi55tilflU2 LOTtere 

7 P04«W QUICK DEQSKM (21) J CressneH 6 11 2 KTEBM>(7) 

6 4PP SPBMGWL QUAY (7) G Rxftmh 8 11 2-.— ..-A Dobbin 

9 S-O03F THE SECRET GREY (7) OMoar. 6 11 2 DWterii 

-9declared- 

BEITWG: 84 Urban Dandng, M CM Wind, 8-1 Cote lifta. ID-1 fftway. 
SpriitghB Quay, 12-1 Quick DWwon. 14-1 often 

)4 Art | ESKDALE & ENNERDALE WT NOVICE 
IZlirJ HURDLE (CLASS Q £3j000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 3431 MttlTAJW ACADEMY (7) (qGFWrads BUO — PCarbeny 

2 056410 APOliffS DAUGHTER (10) J Gaudrg 9 11 4 A Dobbin 

3 52-01U BOLD STATEMENT (22) GM Wo® 5 11 4 NBenteji 

4 153* INTO THE WEST {78$ Mr* SSnftB U-4 — RctedfaMte 

5 SW LOTHHH COMMANDER (11) 0 LfcCttl 5 11 4 — — D WOfel) 

a 5410 STRONG MOTT (59) lih M Rereiey 6 11 4 .GCahfl 

7 53X36 LOVELY RASCAL 114) J J UTfcrl 5 10 13 ROwfey 

8 DOR* OTTABM (14) W Itec 5 10 13 — -TResd 

9 PEAK A BOO 0 YThtos. 6 10 13 JJBentey 

-Bdeetefad- 

B ETTHilB: 1-2 MHsry Academy, 6-1 Bob) StMaoreat, 84 Strong Mint. 12- 
1 (ato Tta Wost, Lothan Coonmlar, JB-1 loitey RaacaL 20-1 otbere 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

Z20 Awesome Power 2JSO Sweet Suppostn 3^20 
Around Fore Affiss 3^0 VIP Charlie 4^0 Cap 
tain's Day 4^0 In The Money 

GOING: SuuulnnL STALLS: InMdc. occpi Im fiiulxkle). 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lnw Tor f.f& Of. 

■ Lvft-lnnd, abarp course (Equitrack surface). 

■Coium is SE of town on Lregfield station oftedns course. 

ADMISSION: kff. CAB PABK: nub Stk remainder free. 

■051 r'luumcr- 
CHAwwa. 

BLINKERED FIRS T TIME: Petros Pride (.| ..V)). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bernard Seven (L20J & Dr 
Edgar (-LIX)) nph by M Drafe from htnjinjgc. Durham . 

\0 on I S0NE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 

1 I £ 4,025 added Im 2 f 

1 1/44445- SIELUR UME U32) D Elsirortn 4 4 5 DGr«Wn{5)ll 

2 320660- EUTE FORCE 1124) U Uladgwk 4B U DHariran4 

3 0S>546 EASTLBGH (14) (ft R HoBnshead 8 8 10 . JJia Watson (71 1 

4 300J04 SP0KE7S REVENGE (7) (0 P Butter 8 8 10 _G Sadml 3 

5 S30250- TOMAL (143) R Ingam 5 8 10 .TVMtorei2 

6 2015-22 AWESOME POWER (24) (CD) (BA J HBs 11 8 8, ..A dark G 

7 4042-53 MSMIEtL7){e)4HUfeSS8 Jo Hnun (7) 9 V 

8 03000-0 KOMODO (USA) (10) JLQfigSSS Jjeara Loog 7 

9 0613-63 HONESTLY (24) B Smart 4 84_ S5retem5 

10 0004^ LAHK(ll) KWOY483 J^s8 

11 CO-OOOO ALANA'5 BALLAD (25) 8 Baugi 4 7 12 J BrantiS 10 

-Udechrad- 

BEnffft 64 AnaoM Power, 4-1 Hriretefy, 5-1 SMv Line, 8-lSpacer’a 
Hweags. 7-1 Medbte. 10-lToraal 14-1 others 

I Venl A1SNE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4300 
ur.*¥Yi added lm 2f 

1 250022- NRHT WWK (VGA) (75) G L Mxr 5 10 u._.^5 WMltrottk 5 

2 200150- SECRET ALY (117} (Cft C Bntan 7 9 IQ-. DIUtend9 

3 1451-30 PUNKAH (1ft 09) (BF) G McCCut 4 9 3_R Stuflwteai m 3 

J €00-045 LAW DAHCER (12)1 Mft 4 9 2 TVrtteafl 

5 vXEffi- DtGPASTCCS} IC) M Wffeww 7 9 1 SSanderel 

6 00306-4 LAM0«STE{lftSDra»4 90 W Ryan 10 

7 4500-31 SWEET SUPPOSE (12HC0) C Dwyer G S 9 . K Fatal 7 V 

8 35-1213 QUErARCH(lft(C0)(BF)WMur4 8a — IBratettS)4 

9 004U-3 SEAIUE A1LEY (38) (0( P we!*w 4 g 6 m a 

10 PC 1340- BARAMV(UftDM(iBySntti483. DHantienS 

-lOftedpred- 

BETTWft 4-1 Sweet Srapottn, >2 Seerat Aly, S-1 M0R WU, Quiet Ana, 
7-1 Seattle Alley, 8-1 Pnttub, 10-1 la MotBcte, 12-1 etten 

looni DORDOCWE MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
L™lJ STAKES (CLASS F) £3300 added 3YD lm 
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Augin’s 
anguish 
ends in 
victory 

Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER ” 

A tired but elated Christophe 
Ausin stepped ashore in Les 
Sables d'OIonne yesterday af- 
ter winning the Vendee Globe 
single-handed, non-stop round 
ihe world race in a record time. 
But after winning his third such 
race - be already has two BOC 
victories - the 38-year old has 
also decided that enough is 
enough. 

“Solo round the worlds are 
over now for me," he said. 
“They have taken 10 years of my 
life and that is a lot. I would like 
now to sail in a crew and I am 
dreaming of a Whitbread.” 

His 60ft Geodis recorded a 
time of 105 days 30 hours 31 
minutes and 23 seconds, three 
days 12hr 17min37sec inside the 
record of 109 days 8hr 49rain set 
by Titouan Lamazou in 1989 
and Au gin was glad it was over. 

“After nearly 106 days of 
solitude, I want everything I 
have been missing while at 
sea." he said. "First, to see my 
family, then to enjoy some good 
food, to see people and talk with 
my friends. 1 think you cannot 
come back from something like 
the Vendee Globe without 
being changed. It will take a 
couple of months to return to 
life as it was before.” 

The Challenge president. 
Serge Oetiker, said the Royal 
New Zealand Yacht Squadron 
had officially accepted the Swiss 
entry for the America's Cup. If 
the Swiss were to win the Cup. 
any defence would be mounted 
at Hyeres on France's Mediter- 
ranean coast. 

Inaugural 
title heads 
for Cardiff 

Ice hockey 

STEVE PINDER 

Barring some late misde- 
meanours resulting in points be- 
ing deducted. Cardiff Devils will 
be the inaugural Superleague 
champions. 

After their 7-4 victory at 
Newcastle Cobras at the week- 
end. Paul Heavcy s Welsh side 
will be champions if the}' can 
pick up two points from their 
home matches against Man- 
chester Storm and the Cobras. 
Even if they lost both and 
Sheffield Steelers won their 
last three games, the two sides 
would finish level on points 
but splitting ihera on the basis 
of the results of matches be- 
tween the pair would mean 
Cardiff winning. 

Nottingham Panthers moved 
up to third place courtesy of Neil 
Morgan’s overtime winner &L 
Basingstoke Bison. In a see-saw 
pme. Ashley Tail gave Not- 
tingham the lead, Basingstoke 
hit back to lead 2-1 through the 
Great Britain forwards Rich 
Little and Kevin Conway, only 
for Paul Adey and Jeff Hoad to 
give Nottingham the edge again. 

Bison's Mike Wagstaff took 
the game into overtime with a 
54th-minute strike but Morgan's 
goal four minutes into sudden- 
death overtime means Pan- 
thers' game against Ayr Scottish 
Eagles on Saturday looks like 
deciding who finishes just below 
Sheffield and Cardiff. 
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O’Sullivan’s 

confidence 

disappears 

Snooker 


Ronnie O'Sullivan, already w 
two ranking titles lo his ’nan 
this season, does not think 
can add a third in Aberdeen 
Saturday night despite defe 
ing Mark Fenton 5-1 yeslerc 
at the International 6pen. 

O’Sullivan described his v 
roiy as "diabolical'', desp 
finding form again after his 
cent defeat in the Masters fij 
by Sieve Davis. 

“Eveiy time I got among 1 
balls I didn't have a clue. Ai 1 
moment I think I am useless 
a player," he said “I am just s 
ing gremlins all the time 
don't feel confident of mak: 
even a 30 break and the ga: 
is difficult for me right now 

Fenton, ranked No 195 in 
world, look the opening fra 
but did not enjoy any furtl 
success. Despite makine a 1 
break of only 47. O'Sullh 
reeled off five frames in a r 
to earn a meeting totnorr 
with Stuart Pettman. 

Paul Wvkes became ihe f 
competitor to qualify for the ' 
16, defeating Bradley Jones I 
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sport 


If Jonathan Davies is not included in a Lions squad 
what chance does he have of making the final party 


Fran Cotton, the manager of the 
Lions in South Africa, was a great 
England prop who (with Graham 
Price on foe other side of the front 
raw) would figure in any British Isles 
XV of the last 25 years. 

That does not "mean his judge- 
ment is unquestionable. He is, for 
instance, a strong, even a fanatical 
supporter of the divisional charopi- ■ 
oils hip. Anyone who wants to pro- 
long that miserable competition is 
suspect in my eyes. 

I certainly cannot see the point of 
announcing a Lions super-squad of 
62 at this stap*’ of .he season. The 
English playcs will, or ought to be, 
thinking principally of their en- 
coun ter with France in 11 days' time 
and then of their visit to Cardiff. The 
Welsh will have their attention sole- 


ly on that match. The Scots and the 
Irish will be wondering which of 
them will be able to salvage some- 


thing from the season when they 
meet at Murrayfield. 

Admittedly, we knew the an- 
nouncement was going to be made, 
though it was believed that the 
squad would number around 60. It 
is interesting that the final party is 
to be of 35 players instead of the con- 
ventional 30. Someone must have a 
lot of money to spend on air fares 
and hotel rooms. 

The people who tend to get in- 
jured on these touts are the half- 
backs, scrum-halves, particularly. 
There is obviously a case for taking 
three outside-halves and three 
scrum-halves, so increasing the 
strength of the party to 32. There is 


an even stronger case, in my opin- 
ion, for accommodating the extra 
half-backs by taking only seven 
threeqoaners -win^ are invariably 
underemployed - and five back-row 
forwards, so retaining the traditional 
30. The extra five players will in- 
evitably lead to enforced idleness 
and justifiable resentment 

But ft was not only Cotton that 
was involved. So also was his as- 
sistant, Ian McGcechan. now of 
Northampton. McGeechan was a 
good Lions centre who has turned 
himself into an outstanding coach. 
He is also, by all accounts (for I 
have never had the pleasure of 
meeting him), a most engaging 
character. 

Certainly he has - how can one 
put this tactfully? - not been un- 



ALAN WATKINS 


generous to his charges at Franklins 
Gardens. Nick Beal, Jonathan Bell, 
Gregor Tbwnsend, Paul Grayson and 
Tim Rodber are aJJ in the squad. 
Matt Dawson and Martin Bayfield, 
both currently out of favour with the 


English selectors, are likewise re- 
called to service. Matt Stewart and 
Allen Clarke must feel disappoint- 
ed at being leftont of things? 

And what of the payers who have 
been left out with raLher less justi- 
fication expected to do with them- 
selves over the next six weeks? 
Cotton was quoted as saying; "The 
selection process noil continue for 
another four to six weeks and there 
is still plenty of time for other play- 
ers to force their way into the reck- 
oning." 

But how does Cotton think 
Jonathan Davies feels? I am old 
enough to believe that sentiment 


should still have a place in rugby 
union football, lb play for the Li- 
ons was Davies's one re maining am- 
bition. If he is not included in a 


squad of 62, what chance docs he 
have of making the final party of 
35? And yet, to include him not only 
jn a Lions party bul in the Test side 
-whether as full-back or as outside- 
half - would not be an exercise in 
sentiment merely. It would great- 
ly alarm the South Africans as 

well. , , 

If you think this an example ot 
pro-Welsh bias, of which I am oc- 
casionally accused by my readers. I 
should add that I consider Gareth 
Thomas distinctly lucky to be cho- 
sen as a wing. Despite his excellent 
try in the corner against France, he 
is not quite fast enough. The same 
might be said of Simon Geoghcgan, 
but it is still good to see him back. 
I thought he had disappeared into 


of 62, 
of 35? 


ready claimed Brian Ashton and 
JohnHalL , 

About Phil de Glansille s omis- 
sion, I am afraid 1 omnoi become 
worked up. Will Greenwood, Scou 
Gibbs, Jonathan Bell and the un- 
available Will Carling arc all lus su- 
perior at inside centre. On ftwm. me 
best centre pairing is now Green- 
wood and Allan Bateman, whose 
merits I spotted before anyone else 
simplv bv watching him at Rich- 
mond". 1 am glad that Craig Ouin- 
nell is joining his brother Scott and 
mvslified that Tony Underwood 
and Jon Sleighlholme, the best 
wing in Europe after Emile Nta- 
mack. arc omitted. But 1 still can-. 
him si^e the ournosc of the whole 


Sullivan is 
half-way to 
paradise 

Wimbledon’s keeper has fought back 
since that goal. Phil Shaw talked to him 


A fter years of virtual 
anonymity, quite a 
mythology is growing 
around Neil Sullivan. Which is 
surprising, since the facts sur- 
rounding the rise and rise of the 
Wimbledon goalkeeper are 
stranger than foe fiction. 

It was reported, for example, 
that the 26-year-old from Sur- 
rey separated Vinnie Jones and 
Mick Harford when Wimble- 
don’s bard men tangled during 
foe E\ CUp replay against Man- 
chester United. “I was actual- 
ly fishing foe ball from foe net 
because we thought Peter 
Schmelchei had scored," be 
says. “In any case, you’d have 
to be a madman to come be- 
tween those two.” 

Another stoiy, following Sul- 
livan’s selection by Scotland 
on the strength of a Scottish 
grandparent, bad him leaping 
up to scream “You beauty!" 
when David Seaman saved 
Gary McAllister’s penalty at 
Wembley. “Not true either," 
Sullivan chuckles. “Seaman’s my 
hero and I was admiring foe 
great goalkeeping as much as 
anything-” 

Some good judges, among 
them Alex Fergus on, are saying 
much the same of Sullivan. In 
a season when Wimbledon’s 
challenge to foe moneyed elite 
has been like a gale of fresh air, 
he embodies their success bet- 
ter than most. An overnight sen- 
sation to the world outside 
south London, he has been 
tied to his local club since foe 
age of 11. having previously sup- 
ported them in foe Southern 
League at Plough Lane. 

Yet in the opining week of 
the season. Sullivan personified 


Wimbledon for negative rea- 
sons. First, he was outrageous- 
ly lobbed by United’s David 
Beckham from 60 yards. David 
Batty then caught him doubling 
as keeper and sweeper to score 
at Newcastle. After Lee Sharpe 
powered another long-range 
shot past him at Leeds, he 
wondered if there was a vendet- 
ta against him and foe Dons had 
neither a point nor a goal. 

They promptly embarked on 
a pursuit of all three domestic 
prizes and go into tonight’s 
Coca-Cola Cup semi-final first 
leg at Leicester with only three 
more defeats in 31 games. Sul- 
livan. however, attributes his el- 
evated profile as much to the 
endless television replays of 
his first-day disaster as to his role 
in the revival. 

“In a funny way the Beckham 
goal has been the making of me. 
I shot to fame because of iL Sud- 
denly everyone knew my name ! 
People were watching me to see 
what would happen next and I 
kept four or five dean sheets on 
foe trot." 

In bizarre, aichetypaQy Wim- 
bledon fashion, being embar- 
rassed by Beckham also opened 
up the prospect of playing in foe 
World Cup. Alongside a feature 
about the goal, FourFourTwo 
magazine ran an interview in 
which Sullivan referred light- 
heartedly to his eligibility for the 
Scots. Within hours of reading 
it, this correspondent happened 
to see Scotland's manager. 
Craig Brown, who expressed 
surprise and interest 

Last week, sure enough, Sul- 
livan was in Monte Carlo with his 
new compatriots as third-choice 
keeper against Estonia. Not 



fronts in a remarkable season for the talented Wimbledon keeper Photograph: Em pics 


Odd lob man: Neil Sullivan is dosing on Wembley from two 


everyone was pleased. “Some of 
the Scottish media reckoned 
they didn’t want an Englishman 
playing for them, but if you 
heard my grandad speak you 
couldn’t doubt my ancestry. I 
should be judged on ray ability 
and commitment, not my accent 
“One journalist said he'd 
rather Scotland played with no 
keeper than a cockney. Well, 
Andy Goram was bom in Eng- 
land too, and if they don’t like 
it they should campaign for 
the rule to be changed, not have 
a pop at me. Anyway, you’d 
have to listen very hard to hear 
Bow Bells from Malden.” 

On Goram’s debut, the 
crowd sang; “You're not Eng- 
lish any more!" In Monaco, kilt- 


ed fans offered Sullivan no 
hostility, only handshakes. They 
knew he was a Scottish keeper, 
one quipped, the moment that 
goal sailed over him from the 
half-way line. 

Wimbledon are, of course, 
the kings of impractical joking; 
ties shredded, tyres let down. 
Some rival managers see the im- 
age as a smokescreen to obscure 
the quality of Joe Kinn ear’s 
squad. Not so, says Sullivan. 

“It really is as mad as it 
sounds,” he says, “though we 
never sit down and think; ‘What 
can we do today so foal foe 
press think we're foe Crazy 
Gang?’ The reason it has kept 
going through the years is that 
there’s a hard core of lads 


who’ve been at foe dub since 
they were kids.” 

While that also explains a cer- 
tain continuity in playing style, 
Sullivan insists foe days when 
Wimbledon’s keeper was foeir 
playmaker are gone. “We still 
like to get the hall upfield fast, 
but it’s a lot more subtle than 
smashing it down foe middle 
and hoping for a knock-down. 
If you’d seen ray kicking, you 
wouldn’t say that. It needs a bit 
of work." 

Remarkably for one still 
some way short of 100 first-team 
games, after understudying 
Dave Beasant and Hans Segers. 
be shares with Dean Blackwell 
the longest unbroken service. 
Having watched the FA Cup tri- 


umph of 1988 as an apprentice, 
he was on foe bench for the 
Charity Shield but has never 
played at Wembley. 

Now he could be appearing 
there twice in two months. A 
stunning save from Gary Pal- 
lister helped break United’s 
grip on foe FA Cup, after which 
Sullivan had an unexpected vis- 
itor in the dressing-room. “I 
looked up to see Alex Ferguson 
coming towards me and won- 
dered what was going on. He 
shook my hand and wished me 
well with Scotland, which was 
very gratifying after United’s 
previous visit to SelfaursL" 

And Wimbledon are 
favourites to win the Coca- 
Cola Cup, unaccustomed status 


which Sullivan is sure will not 
go to their heads. “Leicester 
beat us in a tight game there a 
month ago. To be honest, the 
goal came when [came flapping 
for a comer and got bundled 
out of it They showed the 
Wimbledon spirit the way they 
came back against Chelsea on 
Sunday, so they're going to be 
very confident." 

But if the future holds any 
unwelcome surprises for Sulli- 
van, Wimbledon's crazies are 
just as likely to be responsible. 
He awaits with trepidation their 
reaction to his tananisation, a 
nickname being foe least he ex- 
pects to get away with. “It’ll 
probably be Jock." he muses. “If 
I'm very lucky.” 


Brown meeting may decide Feiguson’s Scotland future 


lan Ferguson comes Face to face 
with the Scotland manager, 
Craig Brown, today in a meet- 
ing which could make or break 
his international future. 

Ferguson is in the firing line 
after a foul-mouthed outburst 
following the goalless draw with 
Estonia in Monaco last Tuesday. 
It is alleged that Ferguson's at- 
tack was aimed at the travelling 
Tartan Army although the 29- 
year-old's agent claims it was 


directed at Estonian players. 

Now Brown is to meet with 
Ferguson, probably in foe com- 
pany of his club manager, Wal- 
ter Smith, to discuss the matter. 
Brown has watched video evi- 
dence of the incident which 
came as Ferguson trooped off 
foe Stade Louis II pitch with his 
team-mate Colin Calderwood. 

Until he meets with Ferguson 
he will not say what, if any. ac- 
tion will be taken over the mat- 


ter. It is understood that if Brown 
believes Feiguson’s swearing 
was directed at fans who paid a 
small fortune to follow Scotland 
to Monaco, then he may urge 
him to make apublic apology. 

Ferguson, 29. won his ninth 
international cap as a substitute 
for Celtic’s Paul McStay in foe 
0-0 draw which damaged Scot- 
land’s World Cup qualifying 
effort. Brown’s players were 
booed off by some 2,000 fans as 


they left the pitch last Tuesday 
nighL 

Dundee entertain Morton 
tonight determined to earn a 
money-spinning place in foe 
Tbnnents Scottish Cup semi- 
finals. The First Division pair 
meet in a fourth-round replay 
after drawing 2-2 at Cappielow 
on Saturday with a home quar- 
ter-final against foe Premier Di- 
virion side Kilmarnock on offer 
for the winners. 


John McCormick, the 
Dundee manager, is hoping 
that borne advantage will prove 
foe decisive factor. McCormick 
has not lost a fixture at Dens 
Park since he took over from 
Jim Duffy, who left to join Hi- 
bernian at foe end of Decem- 
ber. 

“We are looking forward to 
it and I was delighted with foe 
spirit shown by the players at 
Cappielow," McCormick said. 


“People seem to think 1 have 
been going a little over foe top 
about a 2-2 draw but we were 
behind twice and the players de- 
served credit for recovering 
from those setbacks.” 
McCormick has the former 
Celtic defender Barry Smith 
available again after a suspen- 
sion. Tommy McQueen, Hugh 
Robertson and George Sbaw 
have taken knocks but they are 
expected to recover in time. 


Morton will travel north 
again without foeir long-term 
injured pair, Brian Reid and 
Dougie Johnstone. Their man- 
ager. Allan McGraw, has 
added Alan Blaikie and the 19- 
year-old Bryan Slavin to his 
squad, but is unlikely to change 
foe line-up which came within 
five minutes of reaching the 
quarter-finals before Ian An- 
derson's equaliser for Dundee 
on Saturday. 


Ginola 
pursues 
transfer 
to Inter 

David Ginola is reported in 
France to have asked his agent 
to i.egotiate a transfer from 
Newcastle to fniernazionale. 

Ginola, who joined Newcas- 
tle from Paris Saint-Germain 18 
months ago, said last week he 
intended to finish foe season in 
the North-east, but he is no 
longer certain of a first-team 
place under Kenny Dalglish. 

France Football has published 
a letter from Ginola dated 10 
Januarv authorising his agent. 
Serge Scaiet. to contact Inter 
with a view to organising “my 
transfer from Newcastle to In- 
ter Milan." 

Sheffield Wednesday's man- 
ager, David Pleat, is planning a 
£Z5m bid for Bolton's midfield 
playmaker. Alan Thompson. 
At the weekend Pleat sent the 
Wednesday coach. Marlin 
Hodge, to make a final assess- 
ment of the player. 

Terry Venables has arranged 
a get-together in London later 
this month for fr>Teign-based 
Australian players. The three- 
day training camp, to be held 
from 24 to 26 February, is de- 
signed to prepare the Aus- 
tralian squad for internationals 
against Macedonia on 12 March 
and Hungary on 2 April. 

Leicester have signed foe 
Norwich midfielder Robert Ul- 
lafoorne in a £600,000 deal. 

Everton's Joe Parkinson has 
undergone a second knee op- 
eration that will rule him out for 
most of foe season. 

Brighton fans have called off 
a planned boycott of Saturday's 
home game against Swansea 
City. Instead, supporters’ groups 
are appealing for maximum sup- 
port to be given to the team in 
foeir battle for League survival. 

Alan Irvine is to resign as 
youth coach at Blackburn and 
may rejoin his former manager, 
Kenny Dalglish, at Newcastle. 

The Football League yester- 
day denied that agreement has 
been reached over the formation 
of nursery clubs following foe 
announcement last week of an 
arrangement between Liver- 
pool and Crewe. The Football 
League chairman, David 
Sheepshanks, has played down 
suggestions that the move could 
lead to more Premier League 
clubs adopting lower-division 
“feeder" clubs. 

Nursery diihs were among the 
items discussed at a meeting of 
the Premier League and Football 
League last Friday. But a state- 
ment from foe Football League 
yesterday stressed that the idea 
was just one of a number of im- 
portant issues being considered 
by consul tan is preparing a report 
on the League’s roture. 


Rusedski’s wrist 
forces retirement 


Tennis 


Greg Rusedski suffered a bitter 
disappointment when he was 
forced to retire with a wrist in- 
jury from the final of the Sybase 
Open in San Jose. California, 
against Pete Sampras. 

The British No 2 hroke down 
in (cars during the presentation 
ceremony after he had taken the 
first set against the world No 1. 

Sampras dropped the first set 
6-3, bul came back with two ser- 
vice breaks - the first breaks 
against Rusedski's serve in 93 
games - and led 5-0 in foe sec- 
ond when Rusedski shook his 
head, approached foe net and 
held out his hand to Sampras. 

“I was sorry what happened 
to him. He was very dose to win- 
ning this cvcnL" Sampras said. 

It was a desperately unlucky 
end to a week in which Rused- 
ski beat Michael Chang in the 
quarter-finals and Andre Agas- 
si in the semis, despite his sore 
wrist. 


Rusedski who has strained 
ligaments, saw a specialist yes- 
terday and is expected to pull 
out of the St Jude Internation- 
al in Memphis later (his week. 

“I guess we’ll never know 
what would have happened un- 
til we meet next time," Rused- 
ski said afterwards. He also 
criticised the ATP Tour for 
causing his wrist problem by not 
standardising ball weights. 

“I think the problem is caused 
because of the change of balls 
all the time, every week we are 
playing with a different brand," 
he said. "We have hard bolls and 
then we have soft halls, there's 
no consistency. They have got to 
do something about this because 
it’s causing players arm and 
wrist problems. They've got to 
make some sense out of this and 
standardise one single ball.” 

However, Sampras disagreed, 
blaming Rusedski's injury on his 
phenomenal serve. “I flunk foe 
tournaments do a good job with 
the balls.” Sampras said. “I 
haven't bad any arm problems in 



Upset Rusedski after injury 
forced him to concede title 


two years. I think Greg' s problem 
is that serving at 139mph can’t be 
good for your arm. He serves so 
hard with so much wrist it's not 
surprising he had a problem.” 
The week’s successes sent 
Rusedski only three places up 
foe Tour rankings, from 39 to 36, 
but he has moved up 20 places 
in just three weeks after reach- 
ing two successive finals, adding 
the California event to foe 
Croatian Open final when he 
was beaten by Goran Ivanisevic 
The British No 1. Hm Hen- 
man, dropped two places, from 
17 to 19. after his first- round de- 
feat in the Dubai Open last week. 


West casts a long shadow 


The acrimonious departure of 
Graeme West from Central 
Park yesterday breaks a link to 
the days a decade and a half ago 
when Wigan were ambitious up- 
starts rather than a rugby league 
club in decline. 

“As soon as we saw Graeme, 
both the player and the man, we 
knew that this was the sort of 
figure we could build a team 
around," foe former Wigan 
chairman, Maurice Lindsay, 
has said of his arrival in 1982. 

Much of Wigan’s success since 
then has revolved around foe 
towering West, who as player, 
captain, back-room man and, for 
the pak three seasons, head 
coacn, has been one constant in 
a revolving cast, but whose un- 
willingness to be pushed up- 
states into a management role has 
seen him, in effect, sacked. 

The job as coach was foe one 
he had almost given up hope of 
getting, having been passed over 
m favour ot first, John Monie 
and later John Dorahy. But 
when Dorahy was sacked amid 
recriminations that make Wests 
leave-taking look like a friend- 


Their coach’s exit seals an alarming 
decline at Wigan, says Dave Hadfieid 

fy handshake in the directors’ car 
park, he was the man entrusted 
with restoring stability. 

He was the players' choice - 
or at least of an influential core, 
who had bridled under Dorahy 
- and foe early indications were 
that they were more than willing 
to run through foe proverbial 
brick wall for him. They won foe 
Premiership in style, but foe way 
they beat the Brisbane Broncos 
to win the Wbrid Chib Challenge 
was perhaps his finest moment. 

The squad was relaxed and uni- 
fied. After the upheavals of the 
Dorahy regime, it seemed that 
West's low-key approach was 
what had been required all along. 

There was little reason to re- 
vise that view the following 
season, when Wigan won every- 
thing in sight; nor foe next win- 
ter, when they carried off the 
Centenary Championship. 

By then, however, foe loss of 
too many outstanding players 
was starting to cat into Wigan's 


dominance. Defeat in foe Chal- 
lenge Cup by Salford sent out 
waves of recrimination foal 
are still muddying foe waters at 
Central Park, and when St He- 
lens deprived them of the first 
Super League championship as 
well, foe First murrourings 
about West’s position began to 
be heard. Players who had 
once seemed willing to play 
foeir hearts out for him, no 
longer appeared as motivated 
in the vital matches. 

For his part, Wat was be- 
coming increasingfy depressed by 
the draining of Wigan’s once 
awesome resources. This was all 
relative, of course: most cluhs 
would have killed foeir bank 
managers for a squad as strong 
as the one at his disposal. But you 
can name a ream of interna- 
tionals who have gone since 
West took over. It would read: 
Atcftesom Lydon. BeU, Mather, 
Offiah; Panapa. Botka; SkcrretL 
Dermott, Piatt, Betts, McGintv, 


Clarke. Some large pairs of 
footwear to be filled there -you 
can also add Quinnefl,Tuigamala 
and, if foe Australian Rugby 
league has its wty, Robinson and 
Connolly to the list 

In return, there has been 
the occasional exciting acquisi- 
tion, such as Henry Paul, but foe 
list is a lot shorter. West well 
knows foal this imbalance has 
been forced by Wigan’s finan- 
cial predicament, but if he had 
to manage on limited resources, 
he would have liked to be able 
to marshall them himself. 

This winter’s recruiunent has 
beenacase in point. Of the four 
players Wigan have signed, two 
are New Zealanders, who will 
need a good deal of work be- 
fore they are ready lor regular 
first-team rugby and were not 
even in the 17 for the cun de- 
feat by St Helens 1U days ago. 

Another. Ian Shcrrau. was 
signed without any apparent in- 
put from Wes,, uho l^wav 
With the squad in Devon at the 
time. He was on the bench at 

bairns and was left there 0 ven 

when the Wigan forwards 



West Refused manage Job 

were taking a pounding. The 
contrast with Shaun McRae, 
whose use of his substitutes has 
been one of the haDraortebt 
Saints’ success ovcrthepast-12 . 
months, was stark. 

So was the comparison be- 
tween how much foeir players, 
seemed prepared to suffer** • 
them, with, foe rcsult thal 
McRae has a job. whUe’^ksL ; . 
for the moment, docs sot: T .r 
He remains well likedandie- 

r rted in the ganut snd «3i 
bfless rc -emerge, buttbeab* 
sence of his ldog^iadbwlrtt^ 
Central Park is a remsid#.^: 
times there really have changed ; 
beyond recognition: 
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De Glanville left 
in cold by Lions 
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Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Four months ago. the Rugby 
rootball Union considered Phfl 
de Glanvillc’s succession to the 
England captaincy to be worthy 
of a fanfare more majestic than 
anything heard at Westminster 
Abbey or Covent Garden. Yes- 
terday, it was more a case of the 
Piano Concerto No 1 by Ees 
Dawson as the Bath centre at- 
tempted to work out how he had 

managed to hit so many wrong 
notes in so short a time. 

DeCianville’s omission from 
a 62-man Lions squad - from 
which the 35 players to tour 
South Africa this summer is 
likely to be drawn - was not the 
only shock delivered by Fran 
Cotton, his coach, Ian 
McGeechan and the former 
Scotland coach, Jim Telfer, on 
the selection panel, but it gen- 
erated far more voltage than any 
of the others. It was always pas- 
sible to make out a case against 
his being included in the final 
party, for the likely midfield 
quartet of Allan Bateman, Scott 
Gibbs, Jeremy Gtiscott and the 
uncapped Will Greenwood 
oozes class. This, though, was a 

real kick in the tender parts. 

While his public reanion 
was characteristically phleg- 
matic - “Selectors have their 
own views about players; all you 
can do is keep playing as well 
as possible and not get too het 
up about it" - De Glanville must 
privately be wondering by what 
strange criteria Nigel Davies of 
Wales, Jonathan Bell of Ireland 
and Alan Tail of Scotland were 
judged ilis superiors. 

According to Cotton, strong 
showings in next month’s deci- 
sive Five Nations matches might . 
yet earn De Glanville a seat on 
(he plane to Johannesburg. De 
Glanville is not holding his 
breath, however. “They have left 
themselves a little bit of flexi- 
bility but I’m sure they will pare 
it down from this squad rather 
than add anybody else," he 
said, probably correctly. 

Two fellow international - 
backs. Jon Sleightholrae and 
Tony Underwood, have also 
been passed over and with Will 
Carling preferring a combina- 
tion of sun, sea and sand to one 
of Springboks, studs Sad 
stretchers this summer, the en- 
tire red rose threequarter line 
currently falls into the excess 
l luggage category. Having pot a 
pair of tries apiece past the Irish 
on Saturday, the England wings 
will be hugely entertained by 
Cotton s sense of timing, if not 
his decision-making. 


The re win be a sense of griev- 
ance in Wiles, too. Not only has 
■ Jonathan Davies been ignored 

- dearly. Messiah status means summer and his conclusions are 
as link to Cotton and company becoming increasingly appar- 
as to the current Welsh hierar- ent. The presence of strong, 
chy- but also Calm Charvis, the physical wide runners such as 
muscular open-side flanker from Adedayo Adebayo, John Beut- 
Swaosea, and, astonishingly, Ar- ley and Gareth Thomas among 
we] Thomas, whose instinctive the wings suggests that the em- 
touch play harks back to a gold- ptosis win be on raw power, 
en age when Lions teams won “We have a different phiJos- 
series rather than sympathy. ophy from many national man- 
No fewer than 24 of those agezs in terms of how best to 
named, almost a tour party in beat Sooth Africa; for onp thing 
itself, are nor regarded as first- size is especially important out 
choice Five Nations players by there,” Cotton said “There is 
the various coaches and selec- still time for other players to 
tons of the individual home force their way in, but it is up to 
unions. Of those, three of Eng- those left out to prove they can 

fit in with our philosophy. Al- 
though the selection process 
will continue for another four to 
six weeks, I would hope that the 
majority of the final tour party 
would come from this 62.” 

The selectors have inducted 
a number of injured players who 
may yet recover in time to trav- 
el. Simon Geoghegan, the Irish 
.wing, and his front-row coun- 
tryman, Keith Wood, foil into 
that group, as does Matt Daw- 
son. the scrum -half from 
Northampton (who boast the 
biggest single chib contribution > 
with seven) and PhD Greening, 
the young Gloucester hooker, 
who withdrew from theEngJand 
trm to Dublin last week because 
of knee ligament problems. 

The squad wiE I attend a train- 
ing session at Birmingham on 11 
March, before foe final selection 
meeting a fortnight later. 

BRITISH LIONS SQUAD (summer topr of 
Sooth AMcs 3S |Knwn a* be stioctaxf 
on 2 April to coraprisc AM tour squad): 
Ml badoc N Jeokta {Pontypridd and WW), 

T Stkqwon (Newcastle and Eng). N Boat 
(Northampton and EhgLI Staples Patequn* 
and W. i MaWnrtr (Sale). M*k A Ada- 
Imwo (Bath and Ehffi. J Bentley [Newcastle 
and Eng). S Boolean (Bntfiwvl lift, K1 a- 
.{Suing Co aid Sco). B iboma* (Brtt- 
gond and Wan, I Bans (llaneB and Waft, D 
HScMn (St Mery's and Ift. Contras: A Bate- 
man (Rttvnond aid WM), J Boa (Nonharp- 
ton and lift. S BH» (Swansea and VWft. J 
Busoott (Batftand Eng), A Taft (Newcastle 

lands^7-strong contingent are ydsew, w i ww (ua nea and wao, w 
uncapped: Greenwood, lb e" - 


terday, the figure came out at 1L 




Chris Boardman Is giving his career another four or five years before devoting more time to his family 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Board man’s sacrifices for success 


Leicester centre and England A (NsnhanpuMandscoj.cchataiomtMeiiMo 

i- . And- Sco), M Catt (Bath and Eng). D 

captain, Jim Mallinder, who tMnvbn’ys cumoi kwh am w. scrum- 
leads foe last-improving Sale • Kft«* au P*™* ana En %,BBoc i- 

from fuO-badc, and Martin Cor- - 

ry, the Bristol wine and skipper. . 'and Eng. a qw— wasps and Eng), r 

3 \ r Howtajr (CanW and Wtfi. PrepK J DMk 

If that particular selection <Me«hamvw.i i* «aart(HartBqufcttena 
prinaplecomes as Kttte surprise Itnowdewod tNo*c«*e and lr»). D 

‘ _i Ybong (CafiQI and Waf). H HonMcfc (Covon- 

— Cotton and McGeechan al- ny am & i, g Rowtrao (i«ce«er ana Engi. 

ssaiMHBKaBsE 

pJayerscapdEE of peric&mmg io, ~gwootf nndW). j i ia mpin wya 

rSedficWerVih^nt 

of their non-FIve Natibns draft * wa»f iN awyqe and ay), MMma 
wOJ raise more than a few eye- 

brows. When Jack Rowell, the "•> (Richmond *nd vw>, GWMrowwctB- 

-..L.* j He and Sco). Loom forwards: D Cmfcary 

England coach, was asked last (eMsuiandko.RMtsanuansandEiwM 
week how manv potential Ene- s«wi raoucasw and sco), r wunwrfeit 


Not for the first time Chris Boardman 
is haunted by the sacrifices of main-line 
bike racing as he prepares to take on 
two major tours in 1997. In foe early 
months of his professional career he ad- 
mitted: “I was on the verge of saying I 
can’t handle this. Then I made a break- 
through." 

He went on to lead foe Tour de 
France, and win world and Olympic ho- 
nours, but four years on from those first 


Robin Nicholl talks to Biitain’s best cyclist who 
starts his new season on Saturday in France 


of their non-FIve Natibns draft 
vrill raise more than a few eye- 
brows. When Jack Rowell, foe 
England coach, was asked last 
week how marry potential Eng- 
lish Lions lay outside the 21 cho- 
sen for foe Ireland game, he 
could think of only three. Yes- 


SmftJi (Gtoucastv and Sco), R WMnmfrp i t 
Watsontmt and Sco), L nMMflii (Wasps and 
EngX M Cony D McBrids (Bafcmona 

and M). E MHar [Leicester and Ml, T Rod- 
bwfNoiitiBrnpmniaMEnA.SQulaMlIltQdi- 
nsondandWw. BCMi* ffJWimondand Erg). 
C Jones (CanflT and WBft. 


Tyneside link for Castaignede 


| ments with his children: Edward. Har- 
riet, George, and Oscar. 

“Race demands are becoming more 
and more, and, having a family, it is be- 
coming a price 1 am less and less will- 
mgtoj^.ItisromethingfoatwilJstop 
me raring if I don't address the prob- 
lem now. 

“My eldest, -Edward^s seven. He 
wants to do thirds and I want to do them 
with him. I have to make time for that, 
so a few jobs have been cut out this win- 
ter. It was not getting out of hand but 
it was a very heavy volume. Too much 
for me. 

“I didn’t want to be seen as a prima 
donna but I cut back on engagements, 
and had a quiet winter. Now I am hop- 
ing for a similar summer." 

Boardman, 29 in August, is giving his 
career another four or five years. “I like 
foe idea that I can see the end of it and 


I can motivate myself for the time that 
is left I want to make it count while I 
am here, rather than going for longevi- 
ty records. 

“I have tremendous admiration for 
Miguel Indurain. He is a loss to cycling™ 
1 have never heard a bad word against 
hhn- He got on quietly with his job... 
He handled defeat like a maa- Still gave 
everything although he was beaten. 
Then he made the right decision to have 
a real life." ■ 

Indurain. five times winner of the 
Tbur de France, retired from racing ear- 
lier this month- 

Boardroan doubts that he himself 
would have made the grade if he had 
taken the wefl-pedalled route to a big- 
time career. “Coming from the bottom 
and working my way up via a European 
club, I am not hard enough for that. I 
was able to start in the middle. I could 
live at home and I already had a few 
privileges. That carried me through foe 
first few months which were extreme- 
ly difficult.” 

A track gold in the Barcelona 
Olympics followed by the world hour 
record on foe Bordeaux track lifted 
Boardman a few rungs higher on foe 
ladder of respect than most rookies 


when he became professional late in 
1993. Ayear later he^ was a double world 
champion and the first Briton to lead 
the Tour de France- for three days af- 
ter a winning debut on foe first day in 
Lille. 

Disaster followed glory. His next Tbur 
ended in minutes with a crash that end- 
ed his 1995 season, and Boardman ’s 
battle to re-establish hims elf took its 
toll. 

“By the end of last year I had worked 
16 months solid after crashing," Board- 
man said. “I started foe 1995 Tour with 
a viral infection which left me with only 
one goal, to complete foe distance to 
Paris.” 

His lbur was ruined, but not his year. 
He regained the world 4,000 metres pur- 
suit title with a world record time and 
a week later on foe same Manchester 
track recaptured his 1993 world record 
by covering 56375 kilometres in an 
hour. There was also a silver medal in 
foe World Time Trial Championship in 
Lugano and a bronze nraial in the 
Olympics time trial 

Boardman will not defend his track 
title in Perth, Western Australia, in Au- 
gust “It’s not going to prove anything. 
I am expected to win it," he said. 


Instead Boardman wants to take 
back the world time trial title he won 
in 1994. Last year’s silver medal in 
Lugano he rated as “a jaded perfor- 
mance”. 

“I don’t want that to happen again," 
he said. Switzerland's Alex Ziille took 
the title 11 days after winning foe Tour 
of Spain. It became obvious that if I 
wanted form for a World Champi- 
onship in October 1 would have to nde 
foe Spanish tour. 

“I am intending to ride H as an ob- 
jective for the season, but I could also 
use it as a training race. That is some- 
thing that cannot be done with foe Tour 
de France." 

Boardman's season opens in France 
with a one-day race, foe Tour du 
Haul Var, on Saturday and a month 
later he is due to contest the Porthole 
Grand Prix time trial in foe Lake Dis- 
trict. 

“1 have 110 days of raring, and it is 
going to be heavy, but foe first time I 
want to show is in the Tbur de France," 
Boardman said. 

He plans to curb bis raring instincts 
so that he can build up gently towards 
foe ‘four, always his No 1 objective. “It’s 
going to be difficult to ride races, and 
do nothing. I must not get sucked in be- 
cause I am clear now that is the way it 
has to be if I want to perform in a ma- 
jor four." 
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So many of the French interna- 
tional side are now being linked 
with moves to Courage league 
clubs that the learn plane from 
Heathrow to Paris may be half 
empty "hen the Tricolorcs fly 
humc after their Five Nations 
crunch at Twickenham on Satur- 
day week, writes Chris Hewett 
Yesterday, Thomas Cas- 
laigncdc. the impish liule cen- 
tre from Toulouse, was linked 
with Newcastle in an authori- 
tative French sports paper. The 
22-war-old engineering un- 
dergraduate has sounded out 
the possibility of continuing his 
'.indies at Durham University 
and is understood to be close to 
Meniiic a four-year deal. 


Athletics „ , 
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Other leading Frenchmen 
on the transfer grapevine in- 
clude Abdel Benazzr, foe loose 
forward from Agen, and Se- 
bastien Viars, trie Brive fun- 
back. Bofo are being pursued by 
Wasps. Harlequins are said to 
be interested in Ofivier Merle, 
foe lock from Grenoble, while 
Bristol and Gloucester are said 
to have approached foe Dax 
flanker Olivier Magne and his 
dub-mate Ugo Mola, a right 
wing, respectively. 

Over foe border from New- 
castle, a new Scottish Rugby 
Union management structure 
will indude David. Murray, the 
chairman of Rangers FC whQ has 
been drafted in as a consultant. 


p aying 

Hens Graham wlH stage. his first'tigit 
in London lor more than ofiht years new 
month. The 37-year-old former world 
middleweight title contender from 
Sheffield vwl appear on Rank Maloney's 
4 March promotion at the Elephant and 

Castle Leisure Centre against an op- 
ponent yet to be named. 

Cricket 


umhi AuGOaite 414 and 320 far 8 (M Gcod- 

90,. Match draMn. 

RED STRIPE CUP (thlrt! day of tag: 
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Ian McLaochlan, the 
“Mighty Mouse" of Scottish 
front-row play and a legendary 
Lion of the 1970s, will chair a 
new Business and Develop- 
ment Board and foe SRU has 
pulled in further commercial ex- 
pertise in foe august shape of 
Sir William Purves, chairman of 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank 
Corporation Holdings, and Dr 
George Mafoewson, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Royal Bank of 
Scotland. 

■ An unnamed Springbok 
player has tested positive for the 
use of a banned substance, it 
was anoouncedyesterc^bythe 
South African Rugby Rxrtball 
Union. 


TS3-1JH MATCH Final dw of ttm* (Capatmnfc 
Aunata 439 ter <dac and 175 icr Gdae Vtat- 
«m Pimwo 2B1 fer 5dee and 321 M out Aos- 
tiaVa woe ty32 mu 

Cydfeag 

Itahan Marco PantanL, vrtio has been om 
of competitive cycling for more than a 
vearfolb*ing 0 bed road crash, wa mtss 
his comeback race In the LagjegSa Tro- 
phy in northern ftafy today because of 
influenza. He now hopes to make his 
return on Sunday m Spain's Pulg Tro- 
Pfy- 

Football 

ESI MoCuBougb, Who spent 26 years wltti 
Bartow Inducting 15 as chairman and 
the last seven as president, has ded 
at the age cf 64 after suffering a heart 
attack. 

Simon Coleman, the Baton defender, 
has timed down a move to Oxford af- 
ter falUng to lesohe personal terms de- 
spite the two dubs agreeing a lee of 
£350,000. 

Steve Mautone, the West Ham reserve 
goalkeeper, has Joined Reading on a 
montfft loan and wU make his debut 
for the Royals in tomontw’s first DM- 
sion match against QPR at LtrftusRoad. 
Darren Wrack, the Grimsby striker, has 
Joined Second Dtvfeion Shrewsbury on 
a month’s ban. 


Senna tried admits photographic evidence 


Motor racing 


A newly published photograph 
showing that debris on the 
track may have caused Ayrton 
Senna's fetal crash at Imola, 
Italy, in 1994 will not alter the 
case against ibe Williams team, 
Maunzio Passarmi, who will 
prosecute at their trial for 
manslaughter opening on 
Thursday, insisted yesterday. 

The 34-year-old Brazilian 


died after leaving the track and 
crashing into a concrete wall 
during the 1994 San Marino 
Grand Prix. 

Frank Williams and two oth- 
er members of his team, for 
which Senna drove, are feeing 
manslaughter charges. How- 
ever, a picture published in the 
Sunday Times at foe week- 
end, taken seconds before Sen- 
na died, shows a small piece of 
debris lying directly in his 
path. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


The FA Cup quarter-final between 
Sheffield UfeAiesday and WbitiedonwS 
be televised live on B8C1 on Sunday, 
9 March (4.10pm). 


keeper; has joined Sheffield United on 
ban. 

Russten foorbafl authorities have set up 
a special commission to deal with 
match-fixing and corruption after 
decades of rumours of bribery and cor- 
ruption in the jpme. 

SUNDAY'S UOE RESULTS: SpanUh LOOMHE 
IimAh 1 (Cfesec 41j CafnpoiMl 1 fflhon lej: 
SpMMQlM 0 M SocsdOd 0: VMoWd 2 Ift* 
oanaoSandiv25.a7t Emanwi 1 (Ouodec 14); 
Anne Otto 3 (Ue»«, 67. sn Ovwo 2 Ben- 


. 27. Romo 88) Hernias ft Dannna La Oxuta 
0 MsKsj MkM 0. (tDUan LaajUa: Rqnana 0 


Briton at the GTE Senkxs Classic in Lutz. 
Florida yesterday. Bernes collected a 

S or Just under £10,000 altar 
two-cver-par 73 In the final 
a one-under-par three-round 
aggregate of 212. elgrt shots behind 
the winner. David Graham of Australia. 
England ’slonyJecldin ended the tour- 
nament with a one-over-par 72 which 
left him on four over-par 217. 

UNTED MMHIAN OPEN (Hoaoblo. Hmam 
lAOdna tmi MM (US orfOM Mote®: Z7X 
P Sm»*M 71 68 64 TO: J Fuq* 70&7 68 
68; M Rad 63 72 66 71 <St»*c*s» vkm nan 
« uoia on Via bum hoM or *uflH» atuUti. 273 
P H amm ond TO 68 66 89: 1 D Bteat 68 70 66 
69. 274 T Lstvnan 85 69 69 71. 275 P 
TO 66 71 68: L POW 70 85 67 72. 277 


BMun 67 70 71 70; P Joxfcn 63 70 73 
72; B Caar 62 75 69 72; C StacSw 71 66 72 
69c S smpoon 85 68 74 73: B Bnan: 68 71 
7168. 


Passarini accepted foe pho- 
tograph was admissible evi- 
dence. However, be said: “It 
does not change one iota the 
prosecutor’s conviction that 
foe cause of the Senna accident 
was the rupturing of his steer- 
ing column. ” 

Passarini added that “on foe 
basis of enquiries made and on 
the basis of the conclusions of 
experts, foe prosecution is con- 
vinced to have precisely iden- 
tified foe cause” as being a 


LEMMAS (Satm&Wh 


Rqtnis 6 OocMxjm 
Ffe 'Pton & WNdqi Wsrnon 
wmff 3. 

Rugby League 

The three sides most favoured to win 
the first Sift Cut Challenge Plate have 
all been drawn awey from home in this 
Sunday's quarter-finals. Workington, 
Hull KR and Widnes must aH travel to 
meet smaller dubs: Hunslet v Work- 


faulty weld on Senna’s car’s 
steering column. Williams were 
maintaining their silence yes- 
terday. 

However, the discovery of the 
photograph, taken by the 
French photographer Paul- 
Henri Cabier. makes it less 
likely Williams and his team win 
be held responsible for foe 
tragedy. 

The small piece of wreckage 
shown lying in foe path of 
Senna's Williams car just be- 


irgron; Lancashire Lynx v Hul KR; Bram- 
ley v Widnes; Leigh v Whitehaven. 

Snooker 

ansnunONAL OPBI (MMTdBOA) AM roontf: 
GWNttBHi (Ena t* J WKron (Enfp >1; R 0"SU- 
nwn (En 0 ta M fenwi OMbA 5-1. Socond raon± 
P Wn (Eng) tt 8 Jones (Eng) 6-1; S Ranee 
(Eng) Df A Baja [Eng] 5-1; A r£Mnus (SCO) to 
S Laa CEng] 5-4. 

Table fends 

Two defensive pteyere have been nom- 
inated as the top seeds for the English 


fore be spun off is thought to 
be from an earlier collision in- 
volving a Benetton car and a 
Lotus. A further picture ap- 
pears to reveal foe debris m 
mid-air after being hit by the 
Brazilian's car. 

The sporting world is await- 
ing foe outcome of foe judicial 
proceedings with considerable 
interest and concern, as the case 
is the first to see a constructor 
having to answer for foe death 
of one of its drivers. 


National Championships to be played 
at the Brighton Centre from to 14-16 
March. Matthew Syed (Richmond) Is the 
top men's seed, with Lisa Lomas (Lu- 
ton] nominated the women's favourite. 

Tennis 

svgmse opbv (Bm Jooe, eoao Moo-a obqpos 
final: P Sampras (US) tt G Ruseoda (GB) 3-6 
5-0 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS KIP 
(UMm BoQ Man's statfos, first roumt M 

Domm rta Rep] tt M Sinner (Geri 6-7 &4 6-3: 
M TiOsnom ISwei tt H Gumy iAi£i 4-6 6-1 6-1: 
FMftrttto (Sol M BKaitecher |Ge>) 5-2 6-1. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather re- 
■ ports from 180 + resorts in 
Europe and North America. 
Phone or fax: 


Around the resorts 
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Odd lob man 

Neil Sullivan, the Wimbledon goalkeeper, 
talks to Phil Shaw, page 22 


tit 
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Saddle sore 

Chris Boardman talks to Robin Nicholi 
about his sacrifices for cycling, page 23 



THIRD TEST: England captain produces stalwart innings in the face of paceless attack by Vettori and Astle 


Atherton 
turns up 
the heat 
on Kiwis 
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DEREK PRINGLE 

reports tram Christchurch 
New Zealand 346 & 186 
England 228 


There are few people who have 
the mental and physical stami- 
na to endure more than four 
whole days on a cricket field. 
One who has is the England 
captain. Michael Atherton. 
Having taken the contentious 
decision to put New Zealand in 
to bat, he has dared not spend 
his time anywhere else. 

In Test matches, Atherton is 
a highly motivated man. Noth- 
ing, however, gets his blood 
flowing more than the goading 
words of an opponent, and com- 
ments from Steve Rixon, the 
New Zealand coach, on Sunday 
evening that England “haven't 
coped well with pressure in the 
past and l can't see why it 
would start now," would have 
steeled him beyond compare. 


chine has a reliable repetitive- 
ness that apparently allowed 
him to groove the faulty foot- 
work which was at the heart of 
his problems. 

Such devotion is rare, even in 
a troubled man, and it has 
probably made his team-mates 
even more devoted to him than 
they were previously. Atherton 
may be a reticent, unshaven and 
unsmiling salesman of the 
game, but an the factory floor, 
when the furnace door blows 
open, there is no one who takes 
the heat better. 

It would be a considerable 
hock if be did not lead England’s 
fight to regain the Ashes this 
summer. But if he is captain, it 
promises to be a tough summer, 
and in addition to the pressures 
on the pitch, there will be the 
added strain of running his ben- 
efit year, a near full-time job if 
it is to be successful. 

Bennett, though, does not 
think the burden will weigh 
heavily, saying, “He is not a mer- 
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in Christchurch, as well as the 
way he has chosen his shots, 
have already been likened to his 
manner in Johannesburg, where 
he played one of the great in- 
nings to save the second Test 
against South Africa. 

“He has this incredible inner 
strength," said Bob Bennett, the 
Lancashire chairman and some- 
one who has seen Atherton 
develop from an outstanding 
Manchester schoolboy into a 
hardened Test opener and 
captain. 

Bennett, who also chairs the 
new England management 
committee, is one of Atherton’s 
greatest supporters. As a friend 
and confidant, he praised the 
way Atherton refused to let his 
abysmal run of form in Zim- 
babwe get him down. 

“I spoke with him often when 
things were going poorly. Un- 
derneath I’m sure he was con- 
cerned but he hadn't become 
depressed about it. He kept as- 
suring me that he was fine, and 
that things would come right." 

Curiously, the upturn in 
Atherton’s batting form ap- 
peared to come after an exten- 
sive work-out against a bowling 
machine in Hamilton. Unlike 
the humans it imitates, the ma- 


quality of life to Michael is the 
book he is currently reading. 
That's very refreshing in a ma- 
terialistic world." 

On the field, he is often prone 
to being over-defensive, and al- 
though he carried his bat in the 
first innings, and was just as ad- 
mirably obstinate as the second 
got under way - taking just un- 
der three hours to score his sec- 
ond half-century of the match - 
again he allowed the New 
Zealand tail to add crucial nuts. 

When the New Zealand team 
was announced, John Emburey 
had felt the line-up contained 
four No 11 batsman. If it did, 
then England's bowlers must 
have been off the bofl. for those 
last fomwidsets contributed 160 
precious runs over two innings: 
a sizeable chunk of the 305 that 
England were finally set. 

Not for the first time was the 
England captain guilty of sitting 
back and waiting for the his op- 
ponents to self-destruct. At 80 
for 5 New Zealand were floun- 
dering, and with only Chris 
Cairns and an injured Mat 
Horne of the recognised bats- 
man to cause the damage, 
Atherton should have been 
more aggressive in crying to re- 
move them. 
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Mike Atherton plays the ban through mid-off for another four runs during the fourth day’s play at Christchurch 


Photograph: Allsport 


Horae, brave as he was with 
his broken rap hand, did not last 
long, and it was left to Cairns, 
who scored his second half-cen- 
tury of die match, to marshal the 
tail cleverly. Iiwas a fine innings, 
although he was twice missed, 
once by Alec Stewart on 31 and 
again by Dominic Cork just af- 
ter he had reached his 50. De- 
spite the miss, Stewart still 
finished the series with 16 dis- 
missals, a record for a three- 
match series against New 
Zealand. 

Up until this game Stewart's 
combined keeping and batting 
had been a revelation. He had 
even managed to score at least 
50 in each of his nine list 
matches, although that run came 
to an end here when Daniel Vet- 
tori had him caught by short leg 
for 17 - an innings that had tak- 


en an incredible 117 balls and 
ccmlamed just mae scoring shot& 
It was one of the most curi- 
ous Stewart innings ever played, 
and the Surrey captain proba- 
bly sacrificed his natural free- 
flowing style in order to keep his 
wicket intact until the close, 
when England could reassess 
their position. 

ha the end it did network, and 
New Zealand have to be given 
credit for shrewdly keeping pace 
off the ball by bowling Vettori 
and Nathan Astle in tandem. 

For an 18-year-okl Vettori 
looks remarkably unfazed by 
Test cricket, and in his two 
matches so far he has batted 
sensibly and bowled immacu- 
lately. By the looks of things, he 
has probably had little go wrong 
for him in any form of cricket, 
and he never looked out of his 


depth as he patiently probed the 
rough from over the wicket. 

Vettori’s forays into the 
bowler's foo tholes constituted 
about the only danger from New 
Zealand. But what a danger. 
Onoe Nick Knight had given up 
his wicket by trying to hit the 
spinner ewer mid-on, both Stew- 
art and Atherton endured some 
tricky moments. 

One delivery in particular, 
that Vettori got to kick sharply, 
caught Stewart dean between 
the eyes, cutting the batsman’s 
forehead. Having survived that, 
Stewart later fell victim to only 
the second ball he had received 
from around the wicket, the 
change of angle cramping him 
as be tried to dip the ball to leg. 
It was a soft way to go, but every 
once in a while even the prolific 
have to stumble. 


Lancaster Park scoreboard 
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is one “no-show” -away from a. 
possible four-year ban for faik 
jpg :o make herself available for - 
drag testing. 

Smith, whose Olympic per-, 
fonnances provoked allegas - 
lions of drug use. was absent ; 
when a team of drag testers 
turned up at her home in Irer 
land four months ago, the 
sport’s world governing body 
confirmed yesterday. 

While stressing that Smith 
was not yet in violation of .its 
rules, the international federa- 
tion, Fina, warned that a second 
"ti 0 -show” could result in sanc- 
tions. "The rules state that two , 
no-shows is considered a viola- - 
tion and you may be sane- - 
tinned,” said Finn’s director; 
Corad Marculescu. “Wfc are not . 
yet at this stage. To date,.- 
Michelle Smith does not violate 
Tina rales." "j‘ 

A swimmer who misses two 
drag tests “could be considered : 
to have refused to submit to 
doping control,” Marculescu 
added. In. the case of a second 
no-show, Finn's independent ; . 
doping panel would look into' 

the case and deride whether to 
apply any punishment. 

The penalty for refusing a 
drug test is a four-year ban, the ;• 
same sanction as for testing pos- 
itive for steroids. The “no- : 
show” rule was adopted at 
Fraa’s congress during the At- 
lanta Games. 

Marculescu ’s comments fol- - 
low reports that Fina have ex- 
pressed concern to the Irish 
Amateur Swimming Associa- 
tion that Smith, who has re-. . 
pea ted ly denied ever using 




proved difficult to contact 
for drug-testers. . . 

Smith’s agent, John Gibbons, 
said that the swimmerwas in the 
United States to receive an 
award at the time of the drug 
testers' visit in October. He said 
that Smith didsubmit to the test 
once she got back a few days 
later. 

Gibbons criticised the Fina 
rales demanding to know the ex- 
act whereabouts of swimmens 
on a given day. “Surely that's not 
realistic. Do you leave them a 
note every timeyou go down to 
the shops?” 

Smith's lawyer, - Peter 
Lennon, said yesterday. “If any- 
body has any evidence to sug- 
gest Michelle Smith took drugs, 
we’d like them to print ft” he 
said. “There’s onhr one thing 
that has emerged from all this 
trial by innuendo - nobody has' 
any evidence that Michelle 
Smith took any performance- 
enhancing drugs." 
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Monday's Solution 
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Wigan appoint Hughes 
to replace coach West 



ACROSS 

I Scorching heat bums one . 1 

(?) 

fi Vehicle test applied to old 
Rovers not finished 1 5) 

** Angrv outbursts lake a long 

lime (5) 

10 Device ; going at speed of 
sound in English transport 
system (9) 

II A. I or P.' (4.6) 

12 What bride savs to Latin 
hero'.' (4) 

14 Designer of nuclear device 
about to be giren precedence 

U>. 

15 Rigul framework upsets 
clients (7) 

17 .Among mountains Horch is 
far from sea (7) 

1*1 Lift the. French tax. disheart- 
ening Europe |7) 

20 Green seen mitiaflv in optical 
toy (A\ 

22 You’d need this io gel into 
Hazel's suite? ( 10) ~ 


25 Eals baker produced for con- 
sumption in these? (3,6) 

26 Leather strap however s no 
good (5) 

27 Organised Switzerland's cat- 
tle tarm (5) 

28 To finish off Mandela's group 
in river takes staying power 
19) 

DOWN 

1 Hurries up a fine fiddle (5) 

2 Red-light districts? (2-2.5) 

3 Forgiveness found thus in 
cleansing (10) 

4 Small rodent acts badlv on 
terriloty{7) 

5 Old illness means gome's not 
starting (7) 

6 Frantic to embrace one 
young girl (4) 

7 Runner in the Borders finds 
this material (5) 

S Shade of unhappy monarch? 

13 Provider of money's been up- 
set by land agent (ID) 



Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

Wigan have appointed Eric 
Hughes as their new coach, in 
place of the discarded Graeme 
West- 

Hughes. who had been work- 
ing under West as Academy 
coach, had a distinguished play- 
ing career with Widnes and 
Great Britain. He later coached 
Widnes and Rochdale Hornets 
before taking over at St Helens 
in 1994. 

Although be was sacked and 
replaced % Shaun McRae two 
years later, Hughes has been 
given much of the credit for as- 
sembling the side that suc- 
ceeded Wigan as both cup and 
league winners last season. 

Hughes is a specialist at de- 


veloping young players, with 
many of those he set on the way 
at Saints progressing to full 
international status. 


“There is even more talent at 
Wigan and I’m sure the club will 
be back among the honours be- 
fore too long,” he said. 

“It’s a tremendous honour to 
be asked to coach the most suc- 
cessful side in the history of rug- 
by league. Obviously, we were 
bitterly disappointed at going 
out of the Challenge Cup so ear- 
ly in the season, but we have got 
so much to look forward to with 
Super League and the World 
Gub Championship. We have 
got a world-class side at Wigan 
and I am convinced that we win 
do well this season. I wouldn't 
have taken the job otherwise." 

Hughes's first opportunity 
to put his stamp on Wigan will 
be in two friendlies against 
Castle ford next month, fol- 
lowed by the opening Super 
League fixture at home to 
Halifax on 16 March. 

The club’s chairman. Jack 
Robinson, has paid tribute to 
West's 14 years at Wigan. 


“Graeme has been a great 
servant of the club for a long 
time," he said. “He has played 
a huge part in our incredible run 
of success and we wanted him 
to stay as football manager, with 
Eric working alongside him 
and bringing with him a fresh 
approach. 

“Unfortunately he turned 
the job down and has now de- 
cided to leave the dub. To lose 
anybody who has put so much 
hard work into the club is a 
blow, but we now have to look 
ahead to a bright new future 
with Eric as coach." 

West still sees the situation m 

subtly different terms. “I can’t 
see it any way other than that 
r ve been sacked," he said after 
taking his leave of Central Park. 

The first new player Hughes 
wOl have at his disposal will be 
the Tongan centre Paul Koloi, 
who has been playing in New 
Zealand. 

West casts a shadow; page 22 


YOUR 
PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
ym TIME 
IN YOUR 
OWN W AY. 


A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. 
The charges are low. M 

\bu can vary your contributions a 
without charge. 

Pay no commission when J 
you buy direct. 

No sales person ^ f 

will bother you. 


FA look into Leicester fracas 


14 Six-fooler s hesitation getting 
a bowler? (9) 

16 Blitz on cheap drag? (5-4) 

15 Reproduce action of bird 
that's dead (7) 

19 Got exemption for old cop- 
pers meeting editor (7) 

21 King's name lo commit to 
memory (5) 

23 Go up Into French street to 
find a scoundrel (S) 

24 Some familiar characteristics 
of supporting structure (4) 
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Football 


The Football Association will 
study reports from police and the 
referee, Mike Reed, before de- 
ciding what action to take after 
eight fans were charged yester- 
day during Leicester’s FA Cup 
lie against Chelsea on Sunday. 

Fighting broke out in a cor- 
ner of the ground after Chelsea's 
opening goal in the 16th minute 
and 50 stewards and police took 
10 minutes to restore order. 

A steward received Erst aid 
treatment after being hit hy amts, 
sfle, which was believed lo have 


been sparked by the presence of 
Chelsea fans in die Leicester end. 

Ten people were arrested - , 
seven have been charged with 
public order offences, one with 
ticket fouling, while another was 
cautioned and the 10th re- 
leased without chaise. 

Hie Leicester chairman, Tom 
Smeeton, yesterday said the dub 
would be looking into swipe-card 
technology which would make it 
more difficult for away fans to gel 
tickets for the home stands. 

Another referee. Martin Bo- 
denham, confirmed yesterday 
that be would be notifying the 
FA of earns and objects thrown 



by supporters at an assistant ref- 
eree during Birmingham City’s 
FA Cup tk against Wrexham at 
St Andrew's on Saturday. 

Derbyshire police claim ad- 
vance intelligence prevented 
trouble at Saturday’s FA Cup tie 
between Chesterfield and Not- 
tingham Fbcest. Fifty-eight peo- 
ple were arrested before, during 
and shortly after the game. 

A police spokesman said the 
arrests had pre-empted trouble 
expected at the game. a We had 
identified the people likely to 
cause trouble by putting intelli- 
genre received into effect.^ had 
a very successful day," he said. 
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